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*SIRS, 


AM thoroughly ſenſible of my 

Preſumption, in thus addrefling 
an imperfet Work to ſo learned 
and ingenious a Body. 


I can plead no other Excuſe for it, 
but that it is the only Attempt in 4 
this Way ever made in this Kingdom; 1 
and that I think it my Duty, to offer - 
the Firſt Fruits of my Labour, where 
I received my Education. 1 

I noPE 


i DEDICATION. 


I Hope alſo, that the good Inte n- 
tion of the Authors, will atone for 
the Imperfection of theſe Papers. 
If they ſhall meet with your Appro- 
bation, it will greatly add to the 
Happineſs of him, who is with the 
moſt profound Reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt Obedient, 


And moſt Humble Servant, 


- JEOFFRY WAGSTAFFE, 


nt, 


BATCHELOR 


— 


On 
No. 1. Saturday, March 29. 1766, 


— 


Sequiturque patrem non paſſibus equis V1RG. 
And with unequal pace I trip along, 


VERY writer, who communicates his thoughts 

E to the public, either by the ſheet, or through 
the medium of a Magazine or News-paper, 
preſently arrogates to himſelf the title of Author: but 
without any colour of juſtice, as I conceive; for I 
take an author to be, one who ſends forth, a volume, 
or at leaſt a pamphlet, be it good or bad. Thus eve- 
ry petty ſhop-keeper, who perhaps ſells two: penny 
worth of figgs, — over his door this inſcription, 
« SUCH A ONE'S GROCERY WARE=-HOUSE,” Thus 


news- boys may ſtyle themſelves bookſellers. Where- 


as, in theſe, my Speculations, I ſhall modeſtly call 
myſelf a Haberdaſher of ſmall wares. | 
Perhaps the reader may have a curioſity to know 
who this haberdaſher may be: know then, that my 
name is Jeorrry WAGSTrATTE. 1 am deſcended 
from an antient family of that name in England, and 
have the honour to be related to the famous Is aac 
BickERSTAFFE, elq; who fo long entertained the 
world, by his TATLING. In his lucubrations he 
Vor. I. B | makes 
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makes honourable mention of my uncle, Mr. Hum- 
phry Wagſtaffe. My father was a citizen of London, 
where I was born. My couſin Bickerſtaffe, and Neſtor 
Ironſides, were my godfathers, about the beginning of 
this century; and I am now paſt my grand climaQeric. 
Notwithſtanding my age, my * is as ſtrong 
as ever, as I never hurt it by debauch, and I enjoy by 
that means, the bleſſing & a ſound mind in a ſound 
body. I came to Ireland when young, and here have 
remained ever ſince. After various turns of fortune, 
and viciſſitudes of a buſy life, I am at length ſettled 
in a country retirement near the metropolis, which I 
viſit now and then, in order to make my remarks on 
mankind. For this purpoſe, I frequent play-houſes, 


drums, coftee-rooms, ſhops, and tea-tables. I have 


an eaſy competency, ſo as to make me independent ; 
and as I have lived ſingle all my life, 1 am unacquaint- 
ed with the plagues or comforts of matrimony, My 
family conſiſts of only a maiden ſiſter, two men and 
two women ſervants, and an old maſtiff. My ſiſter, 
Letitia Wagſtaffe, is two years younger than Lam; 
and though ſhe never had any objection to a married 
ſtate, nor do I believe has even now, yet, being a co- 
quet in her younger days, ſhe has miſſed of ſeveral 
good matches ſhe might have had. 

In the country where I live, people call me Jeoffry 
„ mere ESQ a title, as 1 find, they give to every 
perſon who contrives to live without buſineſs or occu- 
pation. My neighbours have given me the name of 
the HumourIsT, becauſe I mix very ſeldom with 
them, as I can little reliſh their converſation, or they 
mine. I love to talk of books, or men; they, of 
hounds and horſes: and as I neyer applied myſelf 
much to country buſineſs, nor ever took much delight 
in hunting, ſhooting or ſetting ; beſides, as their read- 
ing went no higher than novels, our company cannot 
be very pleaſing to each other. Therefore, when in 
the country, I ſpend moſt of my time amongſt my 


books, of which I have a good collection, conſiſting 


chiefly of Greek, Latin, and Engliſh claſſic authors, 
with ſome of hiſtory and divinity. 1 write ſometimes, 
and that mee ly to gratify my humour, or for amuſe- 

| ment: 
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ment: how my writing pleaſes any body elſe, I care 
not; I will communicate my thoughts thro' Hozv's 
Mercury, as often as I think proper, or have leiſure 
from my books. This is the privilege of every Britiſh 
ſubject. | 
Two topics I ſhall avoid, politics and ſcandal; the 
former, I ſhall leave to hireling party ſcriblers, as I do 
not, by any means, think it the duty of a private man, 
to meddle in ſtate affairs, or ſet up for a reformer of 
public abuſes. This ſubject, therefore, ſhall never 
enter my Speculations. As to ſcandal; that I will 
leave to barren, ſhallow underſtandings, and prattling 
goſſips: the very —_— to it is criminal, the-propa- 
ting it vicious. But it I can, by a faint imitation'of 
my couſin Bickerſtaffe, ſet forth matters in ſuch a 
light, ſo as to cauſe one fellow creature to lop off a 
ſingle foible, or relinquiſh a ee I ſhall be more 
than ſatisfied for my pains. My time ſhall be employ- 
ed in my future Speculations, ſometimes on moral, 
ſometimes on claſſical ſubjects: now and then on cri- 
ticiſm : and ſhall at certain periods put on my couſin 
Iſaac's night- cap, which he left me as a legacy, to. 


dream in. 


7,“ Letters, fc. (Poft paid) directed for I oHRY 
Wads Terre, eſq; under cover to J. Ho E, junior, 
at the Mercury in Parliament : ſtreet, will be received. 
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Admonet in ſomnis, Viae 
In dreams appears. | 


HL men have ſlept and dreamt time out of 
mind, and ſtill continue to do ſo; yet few 
dreams have been worth telling, fince thoſe of my 
couſin Bickerſtaffe, Neſtor Ironſides, and the Specta- 
tor. Mankind now-a-days ſleep only to recruit na- 
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ture, or to carry off ſurfeits ; and if dreams do chance 
to come, wht wer from the fumes of indigeſtion, 
or the flights of a diſordered imagination. 'However, 
I will venture to communicate one I had the other 
night. Before I went to bed, I had been reading the 
famous Battle of the Books in the Tale of « Tub, 
which ſuggeſted to my mind ſome ideas of antient and 
modern writers, and in my fleep preſented to my fan- 
cy the following viſion. 

Methought I ſaw Apollo, attended by the Muſes, 
ſeated on the ſummit of a lofty mountain. It appear- 
ed to be very delightful, the ſides of it being enamel-- 
led with the moſt beautiful ſhrubs and flowers, that 
fanty can paint, which there grew ſpontaneous, and 
at once feaſted the eye and ſmell. Apollo and the 
Muſes ſat under the ſhade of a laurel prove, which 
was ſacred to the God. Beneath this flowed a moſt 
tranſparent fountain, which divided itſelf into num- 
berleſs chryſtal ſtreams, that ran half way down the 
ſides of the mountain. This was called the Fountain 
of Immortality. Here dwelt all the great poets, phi- 
Joſophers, and orators of antient Greece and Rome, 
and quaffed in abundance the waters of the fountain, 
whilf they enjoyed the ſweet harmony which Apollo, 
accompanied by the Muſes, made with his harp. The 
lower part of the mountain was exceeding craggy, 
ſteep, and difficult of aſcent, inſomuch that no 
could climb it up, without either great natural ſtrength, 
or the aſliftance of ſome of the antients, who inhabited 
the mountains. 

I thought on a ſudden, Apollo iſſued forth an order, 
that ſuch of the moderns, as could aſcend the moun- 
tain, ſhould come and drink the waters of immortali- 
ty. Accordingly, a moſt amazing multitude aſſembled 
in an inſtant, at the foot of the mountain, and all were 
eager to get up. Some walked up with great eaſe, 
aſſiſted by the antients; others, by their own natural 
ſtrength : theſe were very few. Homer and Virgil 
kindly reached out their hands to Milton, Taſſo, Cy- 
der Philips, and the archbiſhop of Cambray. Horace 
led u He Prior, Young, Parnell, Arbuth- 


not, Garth Say, —Lucian, Cerventes and Butler. 
„ Euripides 
3 | 


_— 
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Euripides and Sophocles, and almoſt all the antients, 
offered moſt readily their aſſiſtance to Shakeſpeare, but 
he rejected it, and flew up the mountain like an eagle 
by a Tempeſt himſelf had raiſed. They wete oblig- 
ed to drag up Ben Johnſon, as his natural ſtrength was 
not great, and. his limbs were ſtiff. Beaumont and 
F 4 — aſcended hand in hand. Terence and Plau- 
tus handed up Congreve, Steele, Vanburgh, Moliere, 
and ſome others. Addiſon had offers from many of 
the antients, particularly from Longinus, who brought 
up but few, (though numbers called to him,) I think 
they were Boileau, Lord Roſcommon- and Dacier. I 
muſt not omit, that Ovid danced. up with Waller in. 
one hand, and Lord Cheſterfield in the other. But 
what gave me infinite pleaſure,. was, to ſee Demoſt- 
henes and Cicero fo active in leading up ſo many Bri- 
tiſh and Iriſh ſenators, and particularly one who is at 
preſent the glory of his country. 

It would be tedious to- recount the many that went 
up, however, they were very few, in compariſon to 
the numbers which remained below. Alas! what a 
dreadful fight was it to beheld ſuch crouds, in at- 
tempting to climb, tumble headlong down the preci- 
pice, and, as I imagined, were dathed to pieces. Theſe 
were weak, heavy, and vaſtly bulky, e mole ruebant 
/ua, * tumbled by their own weight.” None of the 
antients would give them the leaſt help; as they did 
not acknowledge to know them. I found they were 
modern novel writers, party ſcriblers, Eſſay-makers, 
Poetafters, &c, Grandiſon thrice eſſayed to climb, 
and thrice did his voluminous writings drag him down. 
Shandy attempted to fly, which only cauted his more 
grievous fall. Let it ſuffice, they who fell were a 
thouſand times as many as thoſe who aſcended to the 
fountain of immortality. | 

Momus, who ſtood all the while at the foot of the 
mountain, laughing at the misfortunes of theſe unhap- 
py wretches, accoſts them thus: My friends, you 
« ſee that your attempts are vain. Apollo, the mu- 
„ ſes, and the antients, are your enemies; follow me, 
and I will conduct ye to water, which has all the 
effects of the fountain of immortality.” They all 
d B 3 readily 
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readily accepted his offer. Accordingly he led this 
vaſt troop to the back part of the mountain, and there 
— them large draughts, (Which they greedily ſwal- 
owed) from a pool which appeared to be ink ; to them 
it ſeemed a fountain of limpid water. From this pool 
flowed ſeveral ſtreams, which were called falſe wit, 
low conceits, fuſtian ſtyle, and poverty of. invention. 
This liquor feemed to have the effect of intoxication, 
with which they appeared to be pleaſed ; and what is 
{till more ſtrange, brought on them an incurable diſ- 
order, the Cacoethes Scribendi, or ſcribling itch. I 
ſaw Miſs Bright ® juſt ready to fwallow a large draught, 
and in pulling the veſſel from her I awaked. 


* A young lady mentioned in the firſt Numb. of the Dun- 
LIN MERCuRy, to have invited another to undertake a paper, 
called, The PRATLER, of which, only two or three were pub» 
liſhed in the early Mercuries. 
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Barbara, celarent, darii, ferio, Baralipton, & 
Ceſare, cameſtreſs, feſtino, borocco, ſecundo 
Tertio, darapti, fibi vindicat atgue felapton, 
Adjungens difſamis datifis, bocardo, feriſon. 


BURG ERS. 


V motto to this paper is a jargon of cant terms, 

1 M introduced into the Latin tongue, by that face- 
tious Dutch wag, Burgerſdiſcius, which have no mean- 
ing at all, and are therefore as intelligible to the un- 
lcarned reader, as to the beſt ſcholar in the univerſity. 
Our modern choice ſpirits, no doubt, in imitation of 
him, have likewiſe enriched our language with a num- 
ber of phraſes, cant words, and pretty conceits, which 
have juſt as much meaning. You have ſcarce any 
other, from all the pretty gentlemen about town, who 
{tyle themſelves Bucks: ſuch as humbugging, hum- 
ming, Dandy, the Sprig of Myrtle, the real yer; 

an 
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and many others, Every ſmart young fellow lugs them 
in by the head and ſhoulders, upon all occaſions, (no 
matter whether right or wrong applied) to ſhew he has 
kept good company, and ſeen the world. The ſmart 
Cit is eafily diſtinguiſhed from the raw, ignorant country 
fellow, by the uſe of theſe rhetorical flowers in con- 
verſation. I have often, with the utmoſt concern, ob- 
ſerved many of our beautiful females, (with whom 
this iſland abounds more than any other country in the 
world) defile their-pretty mouths by the repetition of 
them. | 

Humbugging (as it is called) carries with it more 
pernicious conſequences, than being barely a cant 
word. By becoming faſhionable, it has brought the 
meaneſt vice that can degrade human nature, into 
vogue ; I mean that of lying. A man of honour, 
who, if you told him he lyed, would directly run you 
through the body, will, with the greateſt compoſure 
imaginable, tell you a ſtring of falſhoods, and when 
detected, will bring himſelf off, by ſaying he was hum- 
bugging, or humming. This gentleman weuld not for 
the world call it lying, although in reality they are” 
ſynonymous terms, 

I know a cruel inſtance, not many years ago, of 
this ſpecies of wit: A young gentleman, whole pa- 
rents and friends lived in a remote part of this king- 
dom, happened to come to town, Some of his ac- 
N who had more wit than ſenſe, out of a 
illy joke, cauſed his death to be inſerted in ſome of 
the news-papers. This fretted the young man, and 
almoſt put him into the condition which they repre- 
ſented him in, left it ſhould alarm his parents, Who 
dearly loved him. In order to prevent this, he was 
not ſatisfied. with writing to them, to aſſure them in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, that he was alive and well, and 
that they ſhould not credit the public papers, but alſo 
got numbers of his friends-in town to write. to the ſame 
purpoſe. * | 

As to the other modiſh cant words I mentioned, they 
are harmleſs when compared to this, as they only tend 
to a barbariſm of language, and indicate a bad taſte. 
As ours is not inferior to any living language in Eu- 
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rope, when pure and uncorrupted ; and not only copi- 
ous enough for all ſorts of writing, but alſo for all 
manner of converſation ; theſe low words brought in- 
to it, are like weeds in a rich meadow, which only 
take up the place of ſo much good herbage, and ren- 
der it alſo much the leſs valuable, in proportion as 
they abound in it. Theſe are to be met with in many 
of our modern novels and farces, which the ignorant 
look upon as a kind of ſanction for them : But let my 
reader obſerve, that not one of them is to be found in 
any good writer, except in the Polite Converſation, and 
other pieces of that great author, which were written 
to ridicule and extirpate them out of the world, 

I ſhall conclude my paper with a letter, which I met 
with the other day, written in this pretty ſtyle, by a 
Buck in town, to his friend in the country. 


% Dear Jack, 


66 He mine miſs'd ye, proteſt cant't ſay. My 

ſiſter Jenny is to be buckl'd to Dick Terrible, 
who has ſeen ſervice, but is now to the right about. 
Without humming, ſomehow he is a damnation fine 
fellow, and devilifh clever. He got round Jenny by 
calling her the real Sprig of Myrtle. The old put, 
her Dad, poſts the cole, as Dick wants to touch the 
Ready, to clear his acres, that are a little out at the 
elbows. Nelly Peppermint, the apothecary's daugh- 
ter, is the real Barber, and takes box upon her ſince 
her hair was French'd. I forgot to tell ye, the bones 
have been damn'd unlucky : 1 loſt all my ſhiners the 
other night, by ſhaking the wriſt. 1 humbugg'd old 
Square-toes, and tipt him for a few corianders. I have 


got a new Nivernois that is the real Dandy, from ho- 


neſt Jack Felt. He is a damn'd good fellow, loves the 
turf, and has faith.” J am to pay him for it when the 
gooſeberries are ripe : as a friend, he abated me ſome 
hogs in the price. Our old friend, Jemmy Shallow, 
has flipt his wind. Bob Mulberry, Jack Bumper, Tim 
Guzzle and I, drank your health laſt night; we each 
of us clapt a brace and a half of decanters under our 
bells; no ſky-lights or heel-taps. Bob was glorious, 
Jack was muggy, Tim was kickt up: I was not much 


< 
| 
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flutter'd, but half ſeas over, and a little volatile. Pickt 
up ſome Reyno, and came to. the village. 


I am, dear Jack, your's, | 
FRANK MopisHn.” 


re- 
No. 4. Saturday, April 12. 


Mulier teterrima Belli. Ho R. 
Woman ſet the world in arms. 


Find I am honoured with a card, in the fixth num- 
ber of Hoe y's Mercury, * from a young lady, who 
calls herſelf Miſs Bright. In it ſhe ſeems offended at 
my mention of an act of kindneſs, which I intended her 
in my viſion, viz. to prevent her from drinking of Mo- 
mus's Ink, This happens to be, what in the law is 
called a Miſnomen, as the Pratler was the lady to 
whom this ſervice was meant. I heartily beg Miſs 
Bright's pardon for the miſtake,. which, I affure her, 
B 5 came 


*- 1 t A 1 


Miss BNTIonr's compliments to IEor EY WAGSSsT ATT 
eſq; and is much obliged to him for making mention of her in 
his ſecond ſpeculation, inſerted in this paper laſt Tueſday. 
Being one of the MExcury's familiars, ſhe had an early know- 
ledge of the favour Mr. Wagſtaffe intended her. If he will 
pleaſe to peruſe again the firſt number of this paper, with atten» 
tion, he muſt confeſs that there is not the leaſt grounds for charg- 
ing her with the cacoethes ſcribendi ; ſhe is introduced only as- 
an acquaintance of the young lady whom ſhe preſſed into the 
ſervice of the Mzxcuxy, and who has kindly (at her, Miſs 
wed 1 ſolicitations) undertaken the taſk of PRaTLIiNG to the 
public.—She farther begs leave to remark to Mr. Wagſtaffe, 


that he has committed a little miſtake in his waGc1sn dream, 
as the ſituation of perſons, upon à re-conſultation of his pillow, 
he will recolle&t to be thus—He was ſtealing up the mount of 
Immortality, under favour of a likeneſs he bore to his couſin” 
Ifazc Bickerſtaffe, eſq; when the PxaTLER, endeavouring to 
climb after him, and fearing to tumble, caught ſo violent a grip 
of his {Eirt, that be awaked, 
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came about in the following manner: I did not get the 
firſt number of the Mercury, until it was night; and 
as my eyes are weak, it is painful to me to read by 
candle:ſight, ſo that I gave it to my ſiſter Letty to read 
it for me. Her fight is not much better than mine, 
but as ſhe is a Mi, forſooth, ſhe will not uſe ſpecta- 
cles, and of courſe makes many blunders. 

I underſtood, by her reading, that Miſs Bright was 
the Pratler, nor did I diſcover my-error till after my 
viſion was publiſhed, or I ſhould not have ranged her 
inſtead of the other, amongſt Momus's gang. Miſs 
Bright does me an honour, which I never ſo much as 
dreamed of; for in the concluſion of her card, ſhe 
ſays, that as I was ſtealing up the Mount of Immor- 
tality, under favour of the liteneſs I bore to my cou- 
ſin Bickerſtaffe, when the Pratler endeavouring to climb 
after me, and fearing to tumble, caught ſo violent a 
805 of me, that I awaked. Now I beg leave alſo to 

ure her, that I never once attempted to ſteal up, 
for I knew that would be impracticable; nor do I be- 
lieve my couſin Bickerſtaffe would have called one of 
the antients to my aſſiſtance ; and as to pretending to 
a. family likeneſs, that trick would have been ſoon de- 
tected, and ] ſhould have been kicked down as a cheat. 
I am, therefore, ſorry ſhe could not find out ſome 
perſon's ſkirts to hold by beſides mine. 

I never did ſo much as dream of even taſting the 
waters of Immortality, for that would be ſuch pre- 
ſumption, as even my exit out of Virgil's ivory gate 
of falſe dreams, would not have attoned for : on the 
contrary, I followed the multitude to the black pool, 
but with a full determination not to drink a drop my- 
ſelf, and to hinder as many as I could; among the reſt, 
I thought to ſave a helpleſs virgin from ruin, who, 1 
am certain, will thank me for my intention, when ſhe 
hears the following true ſtory. ; 

Not many years ſince, at the repeated ſolicitations 
of my friends, I reſolved to marry. Accordingly, I 
courted a rich widow, who was handſome, genteel, 
and young enough. I obſerved ſhe had a melancholy 
caſt, which I at firſt attributed to her having loſt a 
good huſband. F 

This 
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the This I thought a ſecond might cure her of, but 1 
and found, upon enquiry, it proceeded from her being a 
by great reader of novels, and a {cribler in that way. I 
ead propoſed, after we ſhould be married, to wean her of 
ne, this by degrees, not 27 at that time, that it was 
Ta- an incurable diſorder, in perſons of her years. In ſhort, 
ſne had no objeftion to my fortune, perſon, or age; 
vas the preliminaries were ſettled, the jointure agreed to, 
my and the writings drawn. Nothing now, I imagined,. 
1er could obſtruct my happineſs ; but alas] we cannot be 
iſs ſure of any thing, till in our poſſeſſion. The morning 
as which was to precede our union,. I went to pay my in- 
he tended bride a viſit. I found her quite in a diſhabille, 
Jo rather ſluttiſi than neat ; her fingers and cloaths were 
u- all ſmeared with Ink: I found her ſitting at a table, 
nab (which was loaded with modern novels) and fo very 
a intent was ſhe on ſomething ſhe was writing, that ſhe 
to did not at firſt obſerve that I was in the room. At 
Ds length ſhe perceived me, and made me an apology z- 
= „ My dear Mr. Wagſtaffe, ſays ſhe, « I beg your 
df pardon, I did not ſee you, I was fo buſy: what do 
0 «- you think I have been writing?“ „ I ſuppoſe, ma- 
= « dam,” ſays I, „you are giving an account, by let- 
t. © ter, to ſome of your friends, of our intended mar- 
e <« riage.” She ſmiled at my ignorance ;.< no, no, fir,” 
ſays the, © I never employ my pen in ſuch ſervile pur- 
e « poſes; I am writing a novel.” A novel, madam,” 
- faid I, in ſome ſurprize,? © Yes, I have formed a 
Pp * moſt delightful one on our courtſhip. and nuptials, . 
p « in a Series of Letters, in the manner of Clariſſa, 
G « Grandiſon, Danby, Eliza, Lady Caroline S———, 
9 and others. I have interſperſed the whole with a 


, 


« moſt charming mixture of agreeable adventures, and ” 
« pleaſing diſtreſſes: I have drawn you as a Sir Char- 
may and I am a Harriot Byron: You are the beſt of 
« men, and I the beſt of women: a lady Clementina 
« runs mad for you, and I bluſh and glow in the cedar- 


”7 


6 er | | | 
could no longer contain myſelf ;- my patience was 
quite tired with ſuch a rhapſody of nonſenſe; and Is 
cried out with ſome emotion, © madam, for God's 
« fake throw all that ſtuff into the fire, and make me 
a promite 
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a promiſe never to write more of it ; for when we 
are married, I ſhall expect from you the duties of a 

wife, and not to have your time ſo unprofitably em- 
of ployed ; otherwiſe I ſhall be under the neceſſity of 
* burning all thoſe curſed pack of novels, as the cu- 
* rate did the unlucky romances which turned poor 
Don Quixote's brain,” 

At theſe words her eyes darted fire, and ſhe exclaim- 
ed in the utmoſt rage; „ what! would you make a 
« ſtate priſoner of me? would you deny me the uſe 
of pen, ink and 7 ond what! debar me from writ- 
ing, and burn my ſweet books? Thou tyrant ! thou 
„ ſavage! be gone! and never ſee my face more: you 
are worſe than Sir Hargrave Pollexfen, more cruel 
* than Lovelace, more treacherous than Doocalb, 
more villainous than here a flood of tears 
mterrupted her, or in all probability ſhe would have 
gone on abuſing me in all the novel names which her 
diſordered fancy could ſuggeſt. As I ſaw the was no- 
vel mad, I thought it prudent to retire, and without 
farther ceremony, I took my hat and walked off, I 
never ſaw her ſince that time, and I am told ſhe can- 
not bear to hear my name mentioned to this day. She 
is ſtill a widow. 5 

From this woful example, Miſs Bright may ſee, 
that my intention was good towards her, though by 
miſtake ; J hope the Pratler will own her obligations 
to me. Theſe ladies, perhaps, may think, that I 
have ſome defign to break one of them to my own 
hand : I have no ſuch view, as I am now too old to 
marry. At my time of life, I have nothing fit for the 
uſe of ladies but my advice, which if they will accept 
of, is at their ſervice : I ſhall therefore conclude with 
this piece of it; by ſaying, that there are many men 
in the world of my ſentiments in this particular, who 
would rather have a good wife, who knows how to 
manage her houſe and family well, and to ſet off her 
table with economy and decency, than be married to 
the beſt ſhe ſcribler of novels in Europe. 


T ue/day, 
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Facilis eft deſcenſus averni. Vio. 
Smooth lies the road to Pluto's gloomy ſhade. 


—_—_— 


Believe there are not ſo many pretenders to any 
I ſcience in the world, as among thoſe of the phyſi- 
cal tribe. They are as numerous as the military 


and tho' nothing can be =; more in extremes 
t 


than theſe two profeſſions, yet they meet in the main 
point, —the 3 men out of the world. I entirely 
exclude from this number regular bred phyſicians, and 
only mean thoſe, who, without any knowledge, either 
of phyſick, or anatomy of the human body, preſume 
to preſcribe for all diſorders: ſuch are mountebanks, 
quack doctors, and old women, who have infallible 
noſtrums for all ſorts of diſeaſes : In ſhort, every body 
is a phyſician : name any diſtemper in company, and 
you have twenty Sangrado's in an inſtant, offering you 
twenty certain cures. Even that opprobrium medicorum, 
the gout, does not eſcape thoſe Æſculapius's; ſo juſt 
is that remark of Terence, facile cum walemus conſilium 
egrotis damus : that is, when we are well ourſelves, 
we with great eaſe give our advice to the ſick. 

I ſometime ago rode about thirty miles to viſit a 
relation, who was an honeſt, plain country gentleman, 
and married a very charitable, good woman ; ſhe was 
the daughter of a phyſician, was a lady bountiful, and 
kept a vaſt e Th of drugs and diſtilled waters, for - 
the uſe of her friends and the poor. I had got a flight 
cold on my journey, and unfortunately for me, I was 
not long ſeated in the parlour when I coughed a little. 
Gs Coli Wagſlaffe,” hive ſhe, (you have got a dread- 
ful cough ; you muſt give me leave to cure you.” 
She then gave me a long liſt of wonderful cures per- 
tormed by her that ſeaſon, on patients who * 
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flicted with all manner of diſeaſes, and eſpecially colds. 
I found this female Hippocrates alſo made uſe of as 
many hard terms as the -mock DoQor, and apply'd 
them full as properly. She that inſtant ran into her 
cloſet, which reſembled an apothecary's ſhop, and 
brought a large glaſs full of ſome ſtuff, which the ſaid 
never failed for a cough. In vain I proteſted I never 
took any thing for a cold, but let it go as it came; and 
that for this, or any other diſorder, I never uſed any 
other remedy, but faſting, as my conſtitution was na- 
turally good. This did not fave me, ſhe peremptorily 
inſiſted 1 ſhould take her preſcription, and afreſh gave 
me a long detail of its virtues. In order to cut her 


.ſhort, and for quiet's ſake, I drank it off, notwithſtand- 


ing many wry faces, and ſecretly curling the diſagree- 
able doſe. It abſolutely took away all my appetite for 
dinner, which was a very plentiful one. I was preſſed 
by the man of the houſe to eat hearty, as I had taken 


a long ride that day, and when he obſerved I ſcarce 


eat a hit, I am ſorry, couſin,” ſays he, we have 
4 nothing you can eat.” Indeed, my dear,” fays 
his lady, «* couſin Wagſtaffe has got a great cold, 
« which has taken away his ſtomach ; but 1 will cure 
him, and when he has taken a little more of my me- 
« dicine, I hope he will recover it.” The mention of. 
the curſed nauſeous draught had almoſt as bad an ef- 
fect on me, as the balſam Firebras had on poor Sancho; 
for I could hardly contain my ſtomach from turning, 
and it effeQtually prevented my touching a morſel more. 
I took notice that. her children, who all ſat at the ta- 
ble, looked pale and conſumptive, which I attributed. 
to her being too liberal of her drugs to them. 

After dinner, however, as the claret was good, I 
drank a chearful bottle, to recover the effects of m 
doſe. This perfectly recovered me, and at ſupper I 
was ſo well, as to make up for the loſs of my dinner. 
I was in hopes my perſecution was now at an end, but 
behold, when I was going to bed, ſhe came into my 
room with a large flyer cup in her hand; ſhe faid it 
contained only ſome wine whey, and other things, 


which would operate by perſpiration ; and therefore 


inſiſted I ſhould keep myſelf warm. I found an im- 
menſe 
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menſe load of blankets on the bed, half of which I 


threw off, as the weather was rather warm, and there 
was a great fire in the room. 1 got up very early next 
morning, waked my ſervant, an 

fore any of the family were en in order to avoid 
any more doſes, or making excuſes for not drinking 
what was in the cup. 


made my eſcape be- 


On my return home, I could not help reflecting on 
the ! natural officiouſneſs of my female couſin. 1 
could heartily wiſh that ſhe were the only ignorant 
practioner who does miſchief with thoſe dangerous 
weapons—drugs. As her circle of practice is but 
ſmall, ſhe can have but few lives to anſwer for, beſides 
thit her endeavours proceed from a good intention. 
But what ſhall we fay to thoſe ignorant pretending fel- 
lows, who advertiſe themſelves in the publick papers, 
to cure thoſe diſorders, which are beyond the power 
and ſkill of the beſt phyſicians. The only excuſe they 
can make is, that they want to heal themſelves of a 
dreadful diſorder, called, sT ARVING. 

Men of knowledge, who ground their practice on 
the principles of theory and experience, have been ever 
held in eſteem and veneration, by all wiſe nations ; 
quacks and empirics have always been the objects of 
contempt, and baniſhed as deſtroyers of mankind. Me- 
dicines in the hands of the former, are often the means 
of preſerving life; in thoſe of the latter, they are ſure 
poiſons, 
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Alienis menſibus Has. VIRS. 
Here ſummer ſhines in ſeaſons not her own. 


OTHING can be more ridiculous: than the 
affeQation we often ſee in old people, to ap- 
pear young. None now, amongſt the higher rank of 
people, will acknowledge that they arrive at old age. 

| ne 


88 
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One would really imagine,. that the duration of our 
lives was ſhortened within this century, and no body 
now-a-days reached three ſcore : or elſe, that years 
were objects of contempt and hatred, and that it was 
ſcandalous to have lived long in the world. At Athens 
and Rome it was quite otherwiſe ; there old age was 
held in the higheſt eſteem, and grey hairs drew the 
utmoſt yeneration from allranks of people. At Athens, 
when an old men entered any public aſſembly, the} 
young men inſtantly roſe up out of reſpe&, and offer- 
ed him their ſeats. It was the province of thoſe ſages | 
to inſtru@ the youth, and by their wholeſome advice, 
to correct the ſallies of * and appetites, which 
that unexperienced ſtage of life is ſubject to: but in 
this or © age, we ſee things in a quite different 
point of view; our taſte is much more refined; what 
might paſs in thoſe places for reaſon and good ſenſe, | 
is now altogether unfaſhionable and impolite : we have 
'youths in their grand climateric, who affect all the 

llantry, gaiety, dreſs and airs of a lad of twenty:: 
They do-not appear at publick repreſentations to check 
or diſcourage lewdneſs or. obſcenity, but to encourage 
and applaud it. 

I have laughed to ſee one of my contemporaries 
flirting with a young coquet in a box at the play-houſe, 
with the ſame eaſe as he had done with her grandmo- 
ther. Theſe old fops would do well to conſider, that} 
what was was allowable in them forty years ago, is 
now ridiculous ; and that the character of an old cox- 
comb, is-the moſt contemptible upon earth :. whereas, | 
old age, ſupported by virtue and good ſenſe, demands} 
reſpect even from vicious youth; and the knowledge 
of old men, which has been ripened by long experience 
and obſervation, cannot fail to delight and inſtruQ 
thoſe with whom they converſe. This affectation of 
youth is more particularly to be obſerved in the fair 
ſex, eſpecially in point of dreſs. The wire cap ſhews | 
no diſtinction of age; the gauze, or net handkerchief, 
covers alike the withered breaſts of antiquated mai- 
dens, and the ſnowy boſom of ſixteen ; the grey, thin 
hair of the grand-mother, is French'd by he kelp \ 

falſe 
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falſe curls and wool, as well as the jetty locks of her 
grand-daughter, 

The pompadour is ſeen in the palſied head of old 
Brandina, and in the blooming forehead of young 
Cleora. We are indebted to our good neighbours, the 
French, for all theſe abſurdities. In France, where 
decrepid old age, and lively youth, are equally mad 
for gallantry and intrigue, there is not an old woman 
to be-ſeen, The ſuperanuated ladies there, repair the 
traces of time by paint, and daub over their wrinkles, 
as houſe-painters fill the flaws and cracks in old wain- 
ſcots, with putty. 

When I chance to fall into company with ſome la- 
dies, who happened to live unmarried, and were girls 
when I was a boy, I find I have the misfortune of of- 
fending them, by calling them Mrs. Such-a-one, inſtead 
of Mi/s. My ſiſter Letitia is one of thoſe Mes, and 
though a virgin in her ſixty-third year, is affronted if 
you do not ſtyle her M Let. A gentleman, one day, 
at my table, drank to her, Mrs. Wagſtaffe, your heal 
She reddened at it, and could never endure him aſter- 
wards. She never was handſome, and yet ſo careful 
is ſhe of her virtue, that ſhe will not go into publick 
(as ſhe calls it) without a matron ; and for this pur- 
poſe, generally gets a married lady, whoſe age does 
not exceed a third of hers, to matronize her ; yet I 
have ſeen her coquet with a lad of five-and-twenty. 

Old maids are, in general, very troubleſome to young 
people; and I could heartily wiſh they were ſeparat 
trom ſociety. I think ſuch a ſcheme as the nunnery 
at Quadlinburg, in the Pruſſian dominions, would an- 
ſwer for them. I would have all virgins who are paſt _ 
forty, obliged to retire into it, and there fret together, 
like the foul clothes of Falſtaff's Buck-baſket, in their 
own greaſe, This would prevent conceited prudes, 
and wicked coquets ; this would make girls not over 
nice when good matches offer in the proper time. To 
hinder 42 I would have an exact regiſter kept in 
every pariſh, of the birth of each female, that ſo the 
might not ſink their age on the publick. Perhaps 
may be thought to ſpeak like a diſappointed old batch- 
| elor, 
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elor, I will therefore produce the following letter, to 
ſhew the uſefulneſs of this ſcheme. 


« Mx. WacsTAFFre, 


1 1 S is to acquaint you that I am in my twen- 

e tieth year; I am reckoned handſome : There 
« ig a ps. gentleman in our neighbourhood, that is 
« intitled to me by birth and fortune, who propoſed to 
« my father to marry me. My father refuſed him, as 
ehe will not let me marry until he has difpoſed of my 
« elder ſiſter, who, between ourſelves, is above for- 
bs 95 and very croſs and ugly, By this, I am kept 
« from my lover, who has fine teeth, and dances 
« charmingly. Now, my buſineſs is this; as you are 
« 2 batchelor, I'wiſh to God you would either marry 
« her yourſelf, or get ſomebody for this ſiſter of mine, 
„to get out of my way, and you'll oblige your di- 
« ſtreſſed 


«.BELINDA,” | 
A NY PPRNSENEAa ANG DD 
No. 7. | Tueſday, April 22. 


To JEorFrRy WaGsTAFFE, £/q, at the Mercury in 
Parliament-ſtreet. 


Dear Was, 20th April. 


Read your laſt lucubration, on antiquated affecta- 

tion, with the higheſt tranſports of ſatisfaction. I 
am tormented by a maiden aunt, who in the bloom of 
her wrinkles, affeQs all the charms and gaiety of eigh- 
teen. In peruſing your paper, the very paint of her 
cheeks turned pale, and her whole frame was ſhook 
with convulſions of reſentment. Proceed for the good 
of ſociety, to put theſe Long a- goes out of counte- 
nance, who labour to engroſs all the flirting to them- 
ſelves, and keep the Eighteens and Twentys in the 
awful baſhfulneſs of ſilence : And I hope you have in- 
fluence enough on ſome patriotic member, to wrong ih 

a bi 
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bill for a ſumptuary law, to raiſe a tax on all gauzes 
nd pompadours worn after forty. Beſides increaſing 
he revenues of the crown conſiderably, it would be of 
other national benefit, in leſſening the exorbitant de- 
ands of Friſeurs, and hindering the importation of 
rench curls. I am ſo ſanguine in this matter, that I 
attempted to paint them in the following lines: If you 
udge this coup deffai worthy a place in your inſtruc- 
ive paper, you will, dear Wag, oblige your's, 


LeTTY Love-YOUTH. 


Inſulting time ! the moment comes 
That blaſts that autumn face; 
In thy deep wrinkles, as in tombs, 

Lies buried every grace. 


You'd flill be fair, you ftill would pleaſe, 
Each childiſh art in vain : 

In vain thy palſy*d voice eſſays 
To lure love back again. 


For learn this melancholy truth, 
Love child embraces flies ; 

Smiles on the florid cheek of youth, 
Not in thy faded eyes. 


Tby locks made hoar by filw'ring age, 
Thy forehead plough'd by years; 

T hy raſeleſi cheeks no more engage 
A lover*s hopes or fears. 


The wwool-prop'd hair, the mutton'd head, 
Ill ſuits with flale threeſcore ; 

In vain you bluſh with borrow'd red; 
Time .. — 2 is no more. 


In vain you court bright drapery's aid, 
And blaze in rich array * gh 
* _ 
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In vain the diamond's glare diſplay d, 
Darts forth a mimic day. 
ri 4 I £4? 7 Ye a 
The ſprightly fili adorns not more, 
When youth its grace denies ; 


Mer can the brilliant's ray reſtore 
be luflre of your eyes. | 
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Homo ſum, humani nihil a me alienum puto. TER. 


I am a man, and know myſelf ſubject to the frail- 
ties of mankind. 


N O quality of the mind dignifies human nature 
ſo much, as that of univerſal love and good 
will towards mankind. It is this exalted principle 
which ſets the human ſo far above the brute creation, 
as it is the reſult of pure and unprejudiced reaſon, 
We fee many of that creation excel us in activity, 
ſtrength, and ſwiftneſs of body; nay, ſome of them 
feem to rival the inferior part of our ſpecies, in point 
of reaſon and docility.— They contract ſtrong friend- 
ſhips with each other, and their gratitude is often a 
reproach to human nature—but none of them are en- 
dued with this principle of univerſal love—This is the 
peculiar privilege of man This renders him a ſocia- 
ble creature ; it is a principle ſo deeply implanted in 
his mind, by the great author of our being, that were 
a man to live in a deſert, and be there ſupplied by 
providence with all the neceffaries, nay, comforts of 
life, yet would he be wretched for want of ſociety, 
and would pine away in miſery, for not having ſome 
of his fellow creatures to ſhare thofe bleſſings with 
him. 78 

This ainiable virtue is very well expreſſed in Latin 
by the ward humanitas, or humanity, which- implies 


or fei 
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at it properly belongs to our nature; and is finely 
xpreſſed in our own anguage, by the term good-na- 
re, to ſignify that it is the perfection of our nature. 
is the epitome of all virtues ; for where this is ſhut 
ut, no other can enter the heart. | 
This ſoftens our natures, and opens an eaſy paſſage 
or all the moral virtues to enter our minds. And, in- 
eed, where men are unbiaſſed by prejudice, or un- 
orrupted by vicious appetites or paſſions, they are na- 
rally inclined to ſentiments of love and benevolence. 
A man, therefore, who is void of this lovely virtue, 
orfeits the dignity of his nature, and degrades himſelf 
o the rank of the moſt ſayage brutes. 
Beſides the amiableneſs of this virtue, the happineſs, 
ay, the intereſts of mankind, make the practice of it 
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Tex WMpbiolutely neceſſary ; for as all men naturally ſtand 
. pon the ſame level, every man, as he is a man, ſtands 
frail- Wn need of the aſſiſtance of his fellow creatures, for 


help and ſupport, conſequently he muſt ſquare his ac- 
ions by a return of kindneſs and natural good offices. 


ature his is the foundation of ſociety, which can never be 
good truly ſupported but upon this principle. Human laws 
iciple ay, indeed, draw men to obedience, as the heav 

ation, eights of a clock keep the machine a going; but it is 
-aſon, brotherly love, like the nicer movements, which makes 
ivity, he motion regular and uniform; for this will extend 


its influence on man's actions in circumſtances, where 
human laws can have no force; for inſtance, the tru- 
ly beneyolent man will not be unjuſt in the ſmalleſt 


ten a matter, (where he might even eſcape the cognizance 
e en- of laws, or the-cenſure of the world) leſt he ſhould 
is the ;njure the ſociety of which he is a member, and there- 
OCla- by overturn the very baſis of it, juſtice. He will not 
ed in be vicious in his manners, leſt his ill example ſhould 
you be the cauſe of ruining-others.: he will not corrupt or 


debauch a man's wife or daughter, becauſe he juſtly 
ooks upon it as the moſt cruel robbery, for which no 
reparation can poſſibly be made. In ſhort, to this we 
owe the kind huſband, the tender parent, the humane 
maſter, the good citizen, and the noble diſintereſted 
patriot. From this general ſource, then, is derived 
the ſweet ſtream of friendſhip ;—the moſt enlivenin 
| | GEN ä cord! 
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cordial-in the cup of life: For what pleaſure can equal 
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that of a true friend, to whom we may unboſom our 
moſt ſecret thougths ? to whom we can impart our 
Joys or our griefs, and by a ſincere participation of 
them, heighten the happineſs of the one, or alleviate 
the miſery of the other. The moral writers and po- 
ets are laviſh of their encomiums on friendſhi 
Tully in particular ſpeaks of it with raptures, and has 
written a whole treatiſe on it. The ſtory of Dionyſi- 
us the tyrant, and the two friends, is too well known 
to need a repetition.  'The Epiſode of Niſus and Eu- 
ryalus in Virgil, is a charming picture of it. 
As I am on this pleaſing ſubjeR, it would be un- 
pardonable to paſs over in ſilence, a ſociety inſtituted 
on thoſe virtues I deſcribed. I mean that of the Friend- 
ly Brothers, and of which I have long had the honour 
to be a member. It took its firſt riſe in this Kingdom, a 
country which has been ever renowned for hoſpitality, 
generolity, friendſhip and good-nature. The friendly 
nots are general over this iſland ; they have reached 
England, and I am told have extended even to Ame- 
rica, 'The inſtitution is really a moſt excellent one, 
as the rules of it injoin the members, not only to have 
a brotherly love and friendſhip for each other, but 
likewiſe to bear a univerſal beneyolence to mankind. 


To Miſs LeTiTia Love-yoUTH. 


Mapam, 


"66 1 Return you my hearty thanks for your moſt ex- 

e cellent copy of verſes; “ and am not a little 
« yain, that any thing I could write ſhould meet with 
« the 8 of io good a judge as you appear to 
« be: 1 wiſh I had influence enough to get ſuch a 
« bill as you mentioned I} ta but that, I fear, is 
« impraQticable : Beſides, I fear, if a fumptuary law 
« was made, it would not have the deſired effect. The 
« diſorder is fo epidemical, that, like the plague, no 
« medicine would cure it: Nam tota natio eff comeda ; 
„ (the whole nation are comedians,) as Juvenal ſays 


«of 
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« of Rome, when it was over-run with Greek faſhi- 
« ons, as we are by the French. All that can be 
« done, therefore, is to endeavour to ſhame people 
« out of their follics. I ſhall be proud of the honour 
« of your correſpondence, and-ſhall beg your further 
« aſſiſtance in theſe my Speculations: | 


J am, madam, 
« your moſt humble and 
« obedient ſervant, 
| « J. WaGsSTAFFE.” 


Tueſday, April 29. 


No. g. 


Nec meus hic ſermo eft. Hor. 
Nor is this mine. 


I Shall preſent my readers with the following letter, 
as the ſubject of this day's paper: I give it word 
for word as I reccived it, without the leaſt alteration ; 
and hope, as it is a real picture of life, it will not be 
diſpleaſing. 


Mr. WacsTaAFFe, 


„% Am a man, who for many years followed buſi- 

neſs, and have, by care and induſtry, acquired 
a very eaſy fortune. I married a handſome, genteel 
woman, Who was a toaſt, with a very ſmall portion: 
however, ſhe has blood, eng deſcended from a long 
anceſtry of poor gentry : She does not want for ſenſe ; 
can be agreeable when ſhe pleaſes ; and we have fine 
children. Perhaps you may imagine (as many do) that 
I am a happy man, but believe me, I am quite other- 
wiſe. I am a very plain man, who does not covet any 
higher character than that of being honeſt ; but at the 
ſame time, would be glad to enjoy the company of my 
friends and equals in as genteel a way as my * 

| WI 
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will afford. As 1 can boaſt of no anceſtors higher than 
honeſt, induſtrious tradeſmen, my wife, who is fami- 
7 mad, deſpiſes me and my family: She is quite the 

ne lady; will keep no company, for ſooth, but thoſe 
they call the Quality, who deſpiſe her and win her 
money at cards: would you believe it! ſhe is every 
night at a drum or a rout, either at home or abroad ; 
for ſometimes ſhe has the fooliſh vanity to give them 
in my houſe : when ſhe has but a dozen card tables, 
ſhe calls it a ſmall party ; but when my whole houſe 
is in an uproar, it is a Drum: To imitate her betters, 
ſhe ſends cards to invite her company a month or two 
before-hand, for fear they ſhould be pre-engaged, and 
my parlour chimney-piece is full of cards, praying her 
to ſmall parties, drums and routs, If a ſummons from 
the hall of the corporation I belong to, happens to 
creep in among theſe cards, ſhe immediately throws it 
into the fire, Se fear any body ſhould ſee it, as if ſhe 
was aſhamed to let any of her acquaintance know ſhe 
was the wife of an honeſt tradeſman. 


But what is worſe than all, ſhe is mad after French 
faſhions, and muſt be trickt out in the top of the mode. 
She often ſpends the beſt part of a day in getting her 
hair French'd, (as they call it) which abſolutely de- 
forms her ; for what, with the prodigious quantity of 
falſe hair, and wool clapt in to Fi the curls, her head 
reſembles a mop, or a pope's head, to bruſh down cob- 
webs. She knows I can't endure it, but my mouth is 
ſtopt with, my dear, it's all the faſhion,” and that's 
enough. Some time ago, I invited a friend to dine 
with me, and as he and 1 had ſome buſineſs to ſettle in 
the evening, 1 ordered dinner preciſely at four o'clock : 
the pentleman came before the time appointed : At 
Ae the bell, to enquire if dinner was ready: 
A ſervant came up and told me, his lady (for ſo they 
all call her) had ordered it to be kept back, as ſhe was 
dreſſing. Five ſtruck, and no dinner; you may be 
ſure I was heartily vexed. At length, after half a do- 
zen meſſages to her, that I would wait no longer, down 
comes madam half dreſſed, to a dinner that was rot- 
ten done. The apology ſhe made, was, that Mr. 
Harding, the hair-dreſſer, was ſo taken up by my * 
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dy Such-a-one all the morning, that he could not come 
to her till twelve o'clock, that while he was with 
her, he had ſeveral meffages from perſons of quality 
to go to them, but that he was ſo civil and fo obliging. 
Here my friend interrupted her harangue, by aſk- 
ing her what the dreſſing of her hair might coſt ? She - 
ſaid the common price of a full dreſſing was a guinea 
but that ſhe got it for three crowns, as Mr. Harding 
was only five or fix hours with her. Pray, my dear, 
ſays I, do you mean to go to Crow ſtreet or Smock- 
alley to-night? there are rational and pleaſing enter- 
tainments at both houſes ; or are you engaged to ſpend 
the evening at a friend's houſe ? O, no, my dear, ſays 
ſhe, with a ſcornful air, I have ſome viſits to pay at 
Merrion-ſtreet, Sackville- ſtreet, and Frederick-ſtreet, 
and then I go to Lady Loo's drum. 

« My friend then happened to like the ſilk of her ne- 
gligee; madam, 14 he, I admire your taſte ; that is 
a ob Fs filk ; 1 ſuppoſe you bought it at the Iriſh 
filk ware-houſe. She caſt a diſdaintul look at him; 
Lard, fir, ſays ſhe, who but the wives of mechanicks 
would wear any thing Iriſh? no, I afſure you, this is 
right French ; I never wear any thing elſe: let thoſe 
creatures who do not ſee life wear Iriſh manufactures. 
As I love my country, and made my fortune chiefly by 
dealing in goods of my own manufaCture, I was net- 
tled at this; and told her it was ſcandalous to encou- 
rage the French, and at the ſame time to let our own 
tradeſmen ſtarve ; beſides, that Iriſh filks and manu- 
factures of all kinds, were good enough for any wo- 
man in the kingdom to wear—that I applauded the 
ſpirit of the people of England, for tearing French 
ilks off the ladies backs. his ſo affronted her, that 
ſhe flew out of the room, ſlaping-to the door, and I 
ſaw no more of her 'till four in the morning, when ſhe 
returned from the drum with empty purſe and ach- 
ing head,“ as Swift ſays. 

« Now, Mr. Wa taffe, don't you think my caſe is 

to be pitied? I wore hee with all her faults, and do not 
in the leaſt ſuſpect her virtue: ſhe runs me to vaſt ex- 
pence by her gaming, French fopperies and follies; 
yet this I could bear, but my houſe affairs are over- 


Vol. I. C looked, 


24 The BATCHELOR No. 9. 


will afford. As I can boaſt of no anceſtors higher than 
| honeſt, induſtrious tradeſmen, my wife, who is fami- 
ly mad, deſpiſes me and my family: She is quite the 
ne lady; will keep no company, forſooth, but thoſe 
they call the Quality, who deſpiſe her and win her 
money at cards: would you believe it! ſhe is every 
night at a drum or a rout, either at home or abroad ; 
for ſometimes ſhe has the fooliſh vanity to give them 
in my houſe : when ſhe has but a dozen card tables, 
ſhe calls it a ſmall party ; but when my whole houſe 
is in an uproar, it is a Drum: To imitate her betters, 
ſhe ſends cards to invite her company a month or two 
before-hand, for fear they ſhould be pre-engaged, and 
my parlour chimney-piece is full of cards, praying her 
to ſmall parties, drums and routs. If a ſummons from 
the hall of the corporation I belong to, happens to 
creep in among theſe cards, ſhe immediately throws it 
into the fire, 2 feat any body ſhould ſee it, as if ſhe 
was aſhamed to let any of her acquaintance know ſhe 
was the wife of an honeſt tradeſman. 
But what is worſe than all, ſhe is mad after French 
faſhions, and muſt be trickt out in the top of the mode. 
She often ſpends the beſt part of a day in getting her 
hair French'd, (as they call it) which abſolutely de- 
forms her ; for what, with the prodigious quantity of 
falſe hair, and wool clapt in to Fi the curls, her head 
reſembles a mop, or a pope's head, to bruſh down cob- 
webs. She knows I can't endure it, but my mouth is 
ſtopt with, my dear, it's all the faſhion,” and that's 
enough. Some time ago, I invited a friend to dine 
with me, and as he and 1 had ſome buſineſs to ſettle in 
the evening, 1 ordered dinner preciſely at four o'clock : 
the 1 came before the time appointed: At 
four 1 rang the bell, to enquire if dinner was ready: 
A ſervant came up and told me, his lady (for ſo they 
all call her) had ordered it to be kept back, as ſhe was 
drefling. Five ſtruck, and no dinner; you may be 
ſure I was heartily yexed. At length, after half a do- 
zen meſſages to her, that I would wait no longer, down 
comes madam half drefſed, to a dinner that was rot- 
ten done. The apology ſhe made, was, that Mr. 
Harding, the hair-dreſſer, was ſo taken up by my * 
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dy Such-a-one all the morning, that he could not come 
to her till twelve o'clock, that while he was with 
her, he had ſeveral meffages from perſons of quality 


to go to them, but that he was ſo civil and fo obliging. 
ere my friend interrupted her harangue, by aſk- 


ing her what the dreſſing of her hair might coſt ? She 


faid the common price of a full dreſſing was a 2 ; 
but that ſhe got it for three crowns, as Mr, Harding 
was only five or fix hours with her. Pray, my dear, 
ſays I, do you mean to go to Crow-ſtreet or Smock- 
alley to-night? there are rational and pleaſing enter- 
tainments at both houſes ; or are you engaged to ſpend 
the evening at a friend's houſe ? O, no, my dear, ſays 
ſhe, with a ſcornful air, I have ſome viſits to pay at 
Merrion-ſtreet, Sackville-ſtreet, and Frederick-ftreet, 
and then I go to Lady Loo's drum. 

« My friend then happened to like the filk of her ne- 
gligee ; madam, ſays he, I admire your taſte ; that is 
a 1 ſilk; 1 ſuppoſe you bought it at the Iriſh 
filk ware-houſe. She caſt a diſdaintul look at him; 
Lard, fir, ſays ſhe, who but the wives of mechanicks 
would wear any thing Iriſh? no, I aſſure you, this is 
right French ; I never wear any thing elſe :; let thoſe 
creatures who do not ſee life wear Iriſh manufactures. 
As I love my country, and made my fortune chiefly by 
dealing in goods of my own manufacture, I was net- 
tled at this; and told her it was ſcandalous to encou- 
rage the French, and at the ſame time to let our own 
tradeſmen ſtarve ; beſides, that Iriſh filks and manu- 
factures of all kinds, were good enough for any wo- 
man in the kingdom to wear—that I applauded the 
ſpirit of the people of England, for tearing French 
ilks off the ladies backs. This ſo affronted her, that 
ſhe flew out of the room, ſlaping-to the door, and I 
ſaw no more of her 'till four in the morning, when ſhe 


returned from the drum with empty purſe and ach- 


ing head,” as Swift ſays. 
Now, Mr. Wagſtaffe, don't you think my caſe is 


to be pitied? I love her with all her faults, and do not 


in the leaſt ſuſpect her virtue: ſhe runs me to vaſt ex- 
pence by her gaming, French fopperies and follies; 
yet this I could bear, but my houſe affairs are over- 


Vol. I. C looked, 
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looked, the education of my children is 8 and 
I have but little ſhare of her company. erhaps, by 
giving this a place amongſt your lucubrations, it may 
bring her to herſelf, or at leaſt may be a warning to 
other wives, whoſe huſbands are not ſo indulgent. A 
few remarks of your own, on thoſe curſed gaming hou- 
ſes, the drums, and on the infamy of wearing French 
goods, might do ſome ſervice amongſt the wives of 
trading people in this city. As for ladies of diſtincti- 
on, they will not read your paper, or it they do, they 
will not regard all you can ſay. | 


1 f 8 1 K. 
x ol your moſt humble ſervant, 
B. BRITTLE.“ 
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. Calum, non animum, mutant qui trans mare currunt. 
| | 1 e e Hos. 

By croſſing of the ſea, my Buck, you'll find, 
Lou change your climate only, not your mind. 
XX 7 HOEVER will be at the pains to enquire in- 
to the cauſes of many of 1— fopperies, faſhi- 
ans and abſurdities, which every day over- run the peo- 
ple of this iſland, will find, upon due conſideration, 
that they are not the natural product of this foil, but 
are moft of them tranſplanted hither from other coun- 
tries, by our gentry who travel for their education. 
This will not at all ſeem ſtrange, if we take a view of 
thoſe who are ſent abroad, and conſider how they are 
prepared for improvement by it. Very few of the 
young gentlemen who make the tour of Europe, (as 
tis called) are properly fitted for it, by a foundation 
of knowledge or learning for them to work upon. They 
are perhaps taken from the nurſery, the dog-kennel, 
or the ſtable, and put into the hands of ſome * 
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ed peda e, from whom they get ſome ſmattering of 
1 ; _ this, a French a 3 
pleat the whole of this accompliſhed youth's qualifica- 
tions for his travels. Thus, with his mind utterly un- 
furniſhed with a notion either of men or books, he is 
ſent to improve himſelf by making remarks on the 
manners and cuſtoms of other nations, without having 
the leaſt idea of thoſe of his own ; when, in point of 
underſtanding, he is no more than a boy of larger 
owth : hone the neceſſary. preparation of know- 
edge and erudition, he ſallies forth to fee the world, 
— acquire an inſight into human nature. This is in 
fact, beginning at the wrong end of education, as thoſe 
unfledged raw travellers are in more danger of pieking 
up the vices and follies of every country they go to, 
than in the way of reaping any ſolid advantage 26-8 
ing abroad. Theſe ſhallow youths, for want of being 
acquainted with the excellency of our own conſtituti- 
on, return wirh ſtrong prejudices againſt it, and with 

violent prepoſſeſſion in favour of arbitrary power. 
This is eaſily accounted for; that as their minds are 
r blanks at their ſetting out, it is no wonder they 
ould be blotted with thoſe Falſe notions of government 
Which they have imbibed by converſing with abject 
ſlaves; by having no ſettled principles, and by living 
in the dominions of "abſolute monarchs, juſt as they 
are _— into manhood, they become enamoured of 
tyranny and oppreſſion. Theſe are the great advocates 
in all companies for the police of France; theſe are 
the men who argue ſo ſtrenuouſſy, that the French are 
a happy and a free people, and bring home numberleſs 
po of that ſort, which every rational man muſt 

augn at, | - | 

heſe fine gentlemen commonly ſpend the greateſt 
part of their times of travel in France, from whence 
they bring us over all the vice, folly, and effiminacy.of 
that fantaſtical nation, All the improvement they get 
there, is chattering French, dancing a minuet, know- 
ing the faſhions, or learning to. make ragouts ; ſo tha: 
you would think they were ſo many cooks, taylors, or 
dancing-maſters, who went to perfect themſelves in 
their reſpective trades. — are, no doubt, 12 
| h 2 | ers 
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bers of ſenſible, learned men in France, whom theſe * 
youths never converſed with, or if they did, could be a 
- of no real uſe to them ; as by the narrowneſs of their mir 
education, and their deficiency in point of knowledge wo 
and learning, they are incapable of either reliſhing or 9 
improving by the converſation of thoſe great men; * 
their company conſiſts commonly of ſuch of their own . 
- countrymen as are as ignorant as themſelves, or elſe of fal 
Petit Maitres and the Air ſex. The greateſt glory of n 
theſe French travellers, is to have ſeen the grand mo- gl 
narque hunt the boar, or to have turned jockies, and iro 
run races againſt ſome princes of the blood. Thus * 
we ſee, theſe accompliſhed, finiſhed gentlemen, go out « 
raw, ignoran*, ſimple youths, and return conceited Fy 
. fools and coxcombs. - Laurentio is one of them; he 
went to Paris, where he ſtaid ſome time; and behold! . 
he brought nothing back but ſome French clothes of = 
the right Paris cut, a cargo of receipts ſor ſoups and = 
fricalloes, and a few of Marcell's capers. I heartil 3 


wiſh that theſe were the only inconveniencies whic 

attend the ſcampering of theſe boobies ; molt of them 

contract falſe notions of honour and commence gladi- 
. Ators ; upon the ſlighteſt provocation or imaginary af- 
front, they pick quarrels to vindicate their honour (as N 
- they term it) or rather to ſhew what progreſs they 
» have made under a fencing maſter at Paris. 

From what I have ſaid, I would by no means be 
underſtood, as. if I thought that trayelling-on the con- 
- tinent was« uſeleſs: or prejudicial ; L do not contend 
. againſt the uſe, but the abuſe of it: whenamen of na- 
-tural good underſtandings (who have got va ſulhcient 
.. ſtock of learning in our univerſity, and have afterwards 
e er a competent knowledge of the cuſtoms, laws 
and conſtitutions of their on country) go to travel, 
wwe ſee quite contrary effects from thoſe I mentioned : 

theſe gentlemen are enabled to diſcern the; genius and 
tempers of people in other countries,” and by compar- 

ing them with thoſe in their-own, can'thence. form a 

jut idea of mankind in the general. They ſee the mi- 
ſeries and diſtrefſes thoſe wretched ſlaves groan under, 
who: bear the yoke of a deſpotic government, and are 

. exraptured with the liberty and other bleſſings, oro 

| A Britt 
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a Britiſh ſubject enjoys: they not only enlarge their 
minds by making juſt obſervations on every object 
worthy of notice, but enjoy a vaſt pleaſure in ranging - 
over hiſtorical and claſſic grounds: they alſo. gain molt | 
valuable acquiſitions to their knowledge and learning, 
by converſing-with learned foreigners, which cannot 
fail of turning to- the honour. and advantage of their 
native country, We have many inſtances both in En- 
gland and Ireland, of gentlemen who have returned... 
from their travels, the moſt agreeable, polite, and im- 
roving companions ' imaginable-; and-ſome have pro- 
Feed ſo well, and advanced ſo fat in polite literature, 
as to become as. ſhining men as any in Europe. In 
ſhort, the travels of the ſenſible and judicious, are like 
wholeſome food, which, to a healthy perſon becomes 
nouriſhment, and conveys health and ſtrength ; where- 
as, the rambles of the ignorant and fooliſh, are as: 
meats to a weak, ſickly ſtomach, which turn to phlegm. 
and indigeſtion. | f 


* 
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Fecunda culpæ ſecula.. Hon. 
O! age, fruitful of faults. | "al 


RE AT as the miſchiefs are, which ariſe both, 
I to themſelves and their country, from the ſend- 
ing young, unlearned, unexperienced gentlemen to- 
travel; yet ſtill greater are thoſe of ſuffering ladies to 
ramble into foreign countries, eſpecially into France. 
This is the ſource of that innundation of French fat 
ſhions and follies which. daily flows in upon us: their. 
minds are to the full as little cultivated or prepared ſo- 
improvement by travelling, as thoſe of the moſt igno - 
rant youths juſt come from ſchool. Their tender hearts 
axe very. ſuſceptible of impreſſions, © therefore they 
ſhould by no means run the fatal hazard of bad exam- 
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The ladies of this iſland are naturally modeſt, re- 
ſerved and virtuous. They cannot poſſibly be made 
better, but certainly may be made worſe. The travel- 
ling, therefore, into a country, where vice paſſes un- 
der the name of gallantry and intrigue, is very dange- 
rous ; but where it is countenanced by faſhion, ſo as 
not to be thought a crime, there it is hardly poſſible to 
eſcape the infection. It were well if it ſtopped there, 
but many of them introduce thoſe poiſons into their na- 
tive country, and by their ill examples, corrupt their 
innocent country women. Hence, in a great meaſure, 
proceed elioſe dreadful miſhaps, which render the mar- 
ried ſtate miſerable, and diſturb the peace of whole fa- 
milies. Happy, then, would it be, if theſe Iriſh French 
women, who are always raving of ſweet Paris, were 
never to return, but make themſelyes perpetual abſen- 
tees. They are the perſons who introduce that curſed 
taſte for French taſte, for French Faſhions in dreſs, and 
that utter diſlike for the manufactures of their native 
country, which fo univerſally prevails. They have no 
uu for any thing that is not French; French filks, 

trench laces, ribbands, gauzes, and French hair- dreſ- 
ſing. This gives encouragement to a ſet of idle, uſe- 
leſs frizeurs, who make the young women look like 
monkies, and the old ones like apes, My ſiſter Leti- 
tia Wagſtaffe, who is a great admirer of French fa- 
ſhions, bas got her hair Frenched by a country barber, 
who has clapped ſuch an immenſe quantity of brown 
buckled bair over her grey locks, that ſhe looks like a 
country juſtice in petticoats. | 

Even the wives of ſober citizens in trade, have 
caught the inſection; and as frequent dreſſing is ex- 
penſive, their heads of courſe cannot be very clean, 
for want of combing. Vou may ſee one of them ſcarce 
able to aſcend her narrow ſtair-caſe with her vaſt ex- 
panſe of hoop, and another ſweep the floor of her 
hop with the long tail of her negligee. This evil is 
become ſo general, that when any thing is praiſed, the 
higheſt encominm is, that it is right French; inſo- 
mmuch, that one would imagine we were become a 
province of France. 
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I believe thoſe things called Drums, which my friend 
Barnaby Brittle complains of, in his letter, were firſt 
introduced by thoſe travelled ladies. They were a 
happy invention for beggaring whole families by gam- 
ing, and ace places finely calculated for intrigue. .I hey 
have been the ruin of many. Let a gentleman get a 
handſome young married lady into his debt at play, 
for ſo large a ſum of money, (as ſhe is afraid her hut- 
band ſhould know) and the ſequal is obvious. If theſe - 
evil conſequences affected the great only, they would 
not be ſo bad; but how often are the honeſt induſtri- 
ous tenants of great land-lords, racked for their rents, 
without mercy, if my lady, or madam, has had an ill 
run at cards ? 

Mrs. Brittle is an inſtance how far this malady reach- 
es even to the middle rank of people; and makes the 
wives of men in buſineſs, totally to neglect the neceſ- 
ſary duty which they owe their huſbands and families; 
nay, I am told it has deſcended ſo low, as that even 
{ſervants now-a-days have the impudence to give drums 
to one another. This corrupts their morals, and makes 
them diſhoneſt ; for they muſt have money to ſupport 
their gaming at theſe meetings, which they can hard- 
ly get by honeſt means, as vales are out of faſhion ; 
they are, therefore, under a neceſſity to rob, thieve, 
or Cheat, in imitation of their betters. 


From the Mercury in Parliament-Street. 


On MAY. By E. C. 


I. 
VI ſons and ye daughters of this happy iſle, 
H'bernia's glad ſummons obey ; 
Drejs, dreſs up your garland, \ your toil ceaſe a while, 
And joyfully aber in May. | 
II. 
View in this happy ſeaſon what ſcenes of delight ; 
The meadows, what odours perfume ; 
Woat rawſhing praſpects, lang hid from the fight, 
Now to the eye beautiful ne 
C 4 | See 
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III. 
See bow the gay butterflies flutter around, 
Borne up on the roſy-wing'd breeze ; 
And fee how the flowers that ſpangle the ground 
Are robb'd of their ſweets by the bees. — 
IV 


152 6 2 


See the milk-maid (o'er woodlands in flow'rs array d. 
Trips chearfully after her cows ; 
And fs bow enchanting, bow lovely a ſhade 
1: form'd by the Blefſom rob'd boughs. 
6 V 


See lowers, how private they fleal to the grove, 
Their old plighted vows to renew ; | 


And fee how the tell-tale, the tell-tale of love, 
Flies over them, chaunting cuckow. 


VL 
In extacy loft on the brink of yon fiream, 
Whoſe water in ſweet murmurs glide : 
See Damon @ piping his en theme 
While lambs gently play by his fide. 
VII. 
See, on the ſmooth ſurface of the filver flood, 
The gooſe fore her-young gently floats ; 
Ana ſee, on the 4 of yon neighbouring wood, 
How ſweetly the birds chaunt their notes. 
VIII. 
See when the reviver of nature appears, 
The fick who were pining away, 
Depreſi and decrepid. quite loaden with years, 
Soon, ſoon become ſprightly and gay, 
IX 


» A ONT 


VVV A = 


Then come, come, ye children of this happy iſle, 
Hibernia's glad ſummons obey ; | 

Dreſs, dreſs up your garlands, your toil ceaſe a while, 
And joyfully welcome the May. 


No. 12. Saturday, May 10. 


Multorum mani bus grande levatur onus.. 
Many hands make light work. 
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I T is no eaſy matter for a private perſon to furniſh,” 


out an entertainment for the publick, two days in. 


the week, from his own private funds. Princes are. 


indebted to. the contributions of their ſubjeQs for the 
magnificence of their tables. Antiently in this king- 


dom, when money was not ſo plenty as it is now, it 


was uſual for the vaſſals of each petty king, to ſend 
tle 


to his majeſty large ſupplies of cattle, corn and fowls ; 
and, in ſhort, all ſorts of proviſions, for the ſupport of 
his dignity, and the grandeur. of his court: in return, 


he not only kept an open table for them, but for every 


2 who came to pay their homage to him. The 
a 5, holds fill. in ſome parts. of 


me cuſtom, I am to 
Ireland, amongft..their royal deſcendants. . 


Now, I, who endeayour to ſet out only a ſmall re- 


aſt, am not ſo unreaſonable as to expect to levy ſuch 


arge taxes on my ſubjects, as thoſe mighty monarchs - 


did. As 1 am a young houſe-keeper in the wiiting 
way, I ſhould, at leaſt hope for a ſmall houſe-warm- 


ing. The beſt economiſt, can ſcarce, without ſome - 
aſliſt 


ance, ſupply his gueſts with ſuch a variety of 
food as will . pleaſe. them by its noyelty; or prevent 
their palates from nauſeating. I have laid ſome of the 
beſt 1 had before my friends, the publick, without 


receiving. the leaſt help, except from the ingenious . 


Miſs Letty Love-youth, who furniſhed out my ſeventh 
number, by. a very ſenſible letter, and an excellent 
copy of verſes. All this I have given gratis, as by 
being conveyed thro' the medium of 77 8 Mercury, 
it coſts, in 3 nothing to any body; for it is hard, 
if the beſt collecti 

variety of litterary . x are not worth. a halfpenny. 

5 


f 


ion of news, fereign and domeflic, and 


o 


Jam 
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I am ſure fo large and populous a city as this me- 
tropolis, cannot want perſons capable of affording 
large ſupplies in all the different ways of learning, hu- 
Mmour, Or wit. Wy | 

Thoſe who will not be at the trouble of making 
out a whole entertainment, might at leaſt give a ſingle 
diſh : an eſſay, for inſtance, would make a good head 
diſh; a letter will do at the foot; a parcel of witti- 
ciſms will make a good /oup ; a fable or allegory, is a 
pye with a good cruſt; a copy of verſes, a rare fide 
diſh ; a piece of criticiſm, a ragout ; an ode, a /yllabub ; 
a pointed epigram is muſtard; and ſatire is winegar : 
collections from antient or modern hiſtory will do 
well to toſs into a haſh, French diſhes I abhor ; the 
entertainments of that ſhowy nation, generally con- 
= as Swift ſays, of five nothings on five plates of 

elft. 


To ſpeak more plainly, I requeſt ſuch as can write, 
will contribute their aſſiſtance to my Speculations. 
To aids of this ſort, the world is indebted for the 
Spectators, Tatlers and Guardians. My couſin Bick- 
erſtaffe could never have carried thoſe vaſt works into 
execution, which he undertook, without the help of 
powerful auxiliaries. Tho' I do not by any means 
89 to place myſelf on a level with him, nor can 
in reaſon expect ſuch aſſiſtance as he had, yet 1 
think with ſome ſmall helps, a uſeful, inſtructive and 
. entertaining paper, might be kept up, twice a week. 
This iſland has been but too juftly called the filent 
fiſter: it is a ſhame that nothing in this way has ever 
been undertaken here. People will ſay, that every 
fubject is exhauſted in thoſe noble works I mentioned; 
but let them conſider, what freſh matter ariſes ever 
day: the foibles, follies, and abſurdities of mankind, 
will conſtantly ſpring freſh game: it is not the want of 
matter, but of genius, or elſe lazineſs or modeſty, 
which prevents attempts of this fort. No man can tell 
what be can do till he tries, as Horace fays: 


h Quid valeant humeri quidgue ferre racufant, 
That is, 
What bis ftrengibh avuill bear. 
Her I think 
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by all means, 2 the force of their powers: they 
may depend, t | 
liſhed if it be worth it; if not, it ſhall be returned, 
and their names kept ſecret. - Contributions of this 
kind will be received by the printer hereof. 2 


following pretty epiſtle, from my very (prighty' and 


highly eſteemed correſpondent, Miſs LET TY Lovt- 

YOUTH. | | we 
© Dear Was, 

: I AM doubly out of temper with you; firſt, for the 

q 


c 
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I think they who have a learned education ſhould, 


t what ever they ſend, ſhall be pub- 


P. S. Since I wrote the above, I have received the 


L fly inſinuations of the merit of my attempt, and 
your deſign to dub me a poet in petticoats : a female 
wit? defend us, heavens! what a ſtrange phznome- 
on: you are to well acquainted with the foible of 
our ſex, not to be convinced, that even ill-grounded 
flattery will eaſily perſuade us that we are all wit and 
charms. I ſee the toils are ſpread, and it is my own 
fault if I am entangled. dh ads 
Dear SyEcULAT10N, do you think it tolerable, 
for ſprightly eighteen, to pore and grow pale to the 
fickly fame of a lamp, and exhauſt a ſpring-tide of 
ſpirits, in the idle world of imagination? when fo 
many ſoft realities could, in the mean time, be whiſ- 
pered into our ears by the pretty fellows, who have 
their love rhetoric larded with the pilfered ſcraps of 
tragic extacy? Impoſſible. ' My ſecond and princi- 
pal diſcontent, arifes from your neglecting to hunt 
down the game you ſtarted, and the timed excuſes 
you plead for want of influence, and the univerſah- 
ty of the infection. If the queſtion be put in the 
houſe, we may be ſure of à majority: why then 
ſhould you dread application? The generality of the 
French influenza, is the moſt prevalent argument for 
exerting all your vigour to ſtop the further. eſs 
of it. uncle Foreſight made a very ſenſible re- 
mark on the folly of the times, That it was extraor- 
dinary,' that the French, after making aſſes of our 
politicians, ſhould make ſheep of our women, and 


raiſe a fortune by their fleeces, As the modern 


* heads 
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heads are indebted to the African or Negro taſte, 
* for their vaſt improvement, our Belles want nothing 
* now to render them compleatly enchanting, but the 
* importation of ſome American operators to ſcalp 


© them, and the additional hottentot ornament of 


hanging pendants from their lips and noſtrils; and 
© I dont queſtion, but in a few years, it will be as 
* faſhionable to be dreſſed A-la cheroguis, or A-PHot- 
* tentaiſe, as A la mode de Paris. 


* Your conſtant reader, 
F | « LerTy Love-youTH. 


No. 1 3. Tue day, May 13. 


K 


Malo me petit Galatea laſciva puella. Vizo 


Sweet Galatea, ſprightly lafs, 
At aged Wagſtaffe makes a paſs. 


Y fair correſpondent, Letty Love- youth, ſeems 
to be quite out of patience at the abuſes of the 
aſhions, which ſhe ſays I only touched upon. She 
is a fine, ſenſible, has laſs, and modeſtly declines 
thoſe praiſes ſhe ſo juſtly deſerves, as ſhe is at once, 
the Sapho and Dacier of the age. Surely the little 
minx does not pretend to draw Sixty-five into her 
toils: ſhe muſt be a coquet; or if ſhe is in earneſt, 
ſhe certainly has an fancy. This, however ſhe 
may be aſſured of, that what Cadenus ſays of Vaneſſa, 
is true, with regard to her: 
« Whatt'er wexations love attend, Ve, 
« She need no rivals apprehend ; 
Her ſex, with-univerſal voice, 
* Muſt laugh at her capricious choice.” 
For, tho' ſhe may like me better than the pretty fel- 
lows, who have their love rhetoric larded-with the 
* pilfer'd ſcraps of tragic extacy,” (as ſhe finely ex- 
Preſſes it) yet, N | 


« What 
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„% What charms can ſbe find 
n eyes, with reading, almoſt blind.” 


I am not a Vertumnus, to deceive ſo ſweet a Pomo- 
na; nor a Pluto, to carry off a Proſerpine: but this 
I ſhall always be proud of, to hold correſpondence 
with ſuch a lively girl; and to eſteem, I won't ſay to 
love her, but in a Platonic way. 

My ſiſter Letitia (who has thrown aſide her falſe 
curls, and appears now in her own grey again) preſ- 
ſes me hard to marry, in order, as ſhe ſays, to kee 
up the family of the Wagſtaffes. I ſhewed her Mifs 
Love-youth's letter, on which ſhe cried out, with ſome 
vehemence, © Indeed, brother, this girl likes you; 
and were it not that ſhe diſlikes the faſhions, I could 
*< with it was a match. You have a good fortune, and 
* no heir to inherit it.“ Siſter,” ſays I, * the*objeQion 
* you make to the 1 is the very reaſon I eſteem 
* her; ſhe has good fſenfe, abhors the folly of her 
« ſex, and deſpiſes very juſtly their poor vanity and af- 
fectation. If I could lop off but thirty years of my 
age, I ſhould think myſelf extremely happy in a union 
* with one of her refined underſtanding ; but as I always 
had an utter averſion to unequal matches, I can only 
« regret my want of youth. How would you reliſh a 
ee from Squire Grouſe, our neighbour who is 

ut twenty-eight ?“ I ſhould not diſlike it, brother,“ 
cried ſhe, in ſome emotion, but conſider, I am ſome 


40 oo your junior; I wiſh he would write me ſuch a 
«c 


etter ; I ſhould have no ſcruples.“ Here interrupt- 
ed her, by obſerving, that in general old women are 
more fond of matching with young men, than old 
men with young women. I oo inſtanced ſeveral 
wanton old dowagers, who ſacrificed youths to their 
wanton appetites, as Achiltes did to the manes of his 


friend Patroclus. Old Fauſtina, for this purpoſe, 


took Jack Knapſack from wretchedneſs and want, to 
loll in her coach. Here my ſiſter could not contain 
berſelf, but flew out of the room, and left me to fi- 


niſh my Speculation. I ſhall, therefore, requeſt that 


my fair, ſenſible correſpondent, will perfift in 2 
me to correct the abſurdities of mankind in * 


| 
4 
- 


The BATCHELOR 


and the foibles of her ſex in particular ; and ſhall con- 
clude this day's Speculation with the following lines, 
which I juſt received from an unknown hand. 


Look into Swit T's works, and you'll find ' 


The furniture of woman's mind : 
Compare our ladies with his letter, 


Yowll, fee they were, in his days, better. 


Our's now run mad with politeſſe 
Of France, in equipage and dreſs ; 
Each modern fine lady places 


Her ſummum bonum in French laces ; 


For Iriſh filk, ſhe cannot bear it, 


T be filthy traſb ! fob, who wou'd wear it? 


Thinks that the odious, nafly ſtuff, 
For tradeſmen”s wives is good enough : 
The. mighty taſk of dreſs 2 plans, 
Of "ibRands, gauzes, muſfs and fans; 
On foreign luxury and nonſenſe, 
Which all our money carries off hence; 
Nor do I think her folly's leſs in 
The curſed faſhion of hair-areſſing ; 
Where each fool with the other wies + 
For heads of moſt enormous fixe; 
With monſtrous Frenching in the front, 
And wool and horſe hair clapt upen't. 
If young maids ſeem as gentle lambs, 
Old women, ſure are curd rams : 
But greater ills are flill behind, 
To taint the young and bending mind : 
What miſchief to the fair one comes, 
From thoſe pernicious places, drums ? 
A woman's wirtue, and her caſb, 
Are there, alike, accounted traſh. 
Corinna thus in vice grown old, 
With matchleſs impudence is Bold; 
bo, tho' an arrant ſharping cheats 
4 H--ſe $h--e forg'd to coronet. 
Flirting in fide-box, [be appears, 


Corrupting thoſe of tender years 3 


And, woid of ſhame, the 7 Arumpet, 


irumpet. 
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In nova fert animus mutatas dicere formas. Ovip. 


Of faſhions chang'd to better modes I ſing. 


Moſt heartily congratulate the fair ones in this 
town, on their reſtoration to their priſtine forms ; 
I mean as to the dreſſing of their hair. The ladies are 
at length returned to the former cleanly cuſtom of 
combing their own hair, and become once more right 
in their heads. I was really apprehenſive that they 
might have contracted a plica Gallica, by that abomi- 
nable mode of Frenching, in the ſame manner as the 
Poles, (who are a naſty people) by their filthineſs are 
troubled with what is called, the plica Polonica, or 
Poliſh twiſt. I am rejoiced that they have not only 
eſcaped that dangerous diſorder, which ariſes from the 
entangling of the hair, but that they have alſo thrown 
off the vaſt incumbrance of falſe curls and wool, with 
as much eaſe as the Counteſs Trifaldi got rid of her 
enchanted beard, and that without the puiſſant arm of 
a Don Quixote. I do not claim to myſelf entirely the 
merit of the diſinchantment, as that Knight Errant did 
with regard to Trifaldi, but muſt partly attribute it to 
another cauſe, viz. that the approaching ſeaſon will be 


too warm for ſuch a ſuperfluous.covering of the head. 


One ill conſequence 4 fear will happen from the diſ- 
uſe of Frenching, that wool will fall conſiderably. in 
its price, as 1 am well informed that large parcels of 
that commodity were bought up by the hair-dreflers ; 
they have large quantities of it, no doubt, upon their 
hands; and I am afraid, as they are out of huſineſs at 
preſent, that theſe Friſſeurs will be under the fatal ne- 
ceſſity of e their ſtock into mops, and 
crying them about the ſtreets during the ſummer ſea- 


ſon. I thought we ſhould have had ſome ſuccedane- 
um 


* 


enter my Caveat againſt all witticiſms on my new title 
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um to. anſwer for the Frenching, which would have 
been to the full as unbecoming and uncleanly ; for in- 
ſtance, I expected that cotton, as it is a foreign com 
modity, would have been intraduced inſtead of wool, 
for coolneſs, in hat weather, as Juvenal tells us that- 
the Roman knights, in his time, had ſummer and win- 
ter rings; but I am agteeably ſurpriſed to find that 
this has not come to paſs, and that we can once more 


behold the ladies of this iſland in their native charms, . 


and diveſted-of their horrid curled ſnakes, look beau- 
tiful in_ the natural ornament of their own hair. As 


nothing recommends the fair ſex ſo much to ours, as 
neatneſs in their perſons, I hope they never will again 


bring up that odious faſhion, becauſe it is undoubted- 


ly productive of a very diſagreeable concomitant, but 


that they will continue to comb their on heads, as 


their grandmothers did. I know, that they who have 
the misfortune of red hair, and they whoſe grey locks }. 
betray their years, will in a body join againſt me; but 
I am ſure of having the far greater party of the beau- 
tiful browns, and the delightful b/acks: on my fide. . 
Let then the /orre/s and the 49. -diſguiſe their form 
elves as ugly as the Gui- 


as they will, and make themſ 
nea negroes with their woolly heads. 


I was beginning to grow ſerious upon this ſubject, 


when I received the following letter. My much va- 


lued correſpondent, however, calls me.out of my name; . 


by ſtiling my Speculations the HumovurtIsT, as J 
tave for ſome time drop 
reaſons, and do, for the future, intend to appear un- 


der that of my real character, the BATCHELOR, 


which I have this day aſſumed. *® I found that ſome 
of my readers miſtook the meaning of the word Hu- 
MOURIST, and imagined I meant thereby to ſet up 
for an old fellow of wit and humout, or as the vulgar 
call a jocoſe man, a b-mour/ſome man, I now in form 


of BAT CHE LO R from the ſmall wits, who, no doubt, 
will play off their whizzing artillery of nonſenſe on 


me, 


* The preceding numbers of this paper were entitled, Th 


HuMoVUR1zT. 


No. 14. 


ped-that title, on- very juſt - 
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me, by calling me the Oli Batchelor, the Fufty Batch- 
elor, and fo forth. I hope the ladies will not frown 


on me for being ſo long in the world without having 


experienced the bleſſings of a married ſtate: but my 
reaſons for this, I have already ſet forth in my anſwer 
to the PRATLER. W. 


To Jeorrry WaAGSTAFTE. 


Friend JzorrFar, 


, S thou ſeemeſt to be a ſober, diſcreet man, I 
g could not reſiſt the inward impulſe of telling 
thee ſo, and of applauding thy deſign to reform the 
manners and dreſs of the wicked ones. I ſeldom 
ut on my ſpectacles to read profane news-letters 
ut ſiſter ſtole one of thy papers into my hands, 
I think on the day before yeſterday ; I looked at the 
title, and there found the wicked words Mercury and 
Humourift : ſiſter, ſiſter, quoth I, I fear our journey 
to Dublin upon the holy occaſion, will entirely cor- 
rupt thy mind, and faſten the ſtings of the fleſh in 
thy heart, Brother Obadiah, quoth ſhe, be not too 
ſoon inflamed with wrath, but read—read—read : I 
read; and lo—the ſpirit of humour was not in thy 
paper ; but the ſpirit of ſober, medeſt gravity, ſeem- 
ed to dwell in every line thereof : I was pleaſed, an 
inward joy ſpread itſelf through all my bones, even 
unto the top of my ſkull—l was ſuddenly doſed—1 
felt workings within—and lo !—in half an hour I 
breathed forth thy whole 1 Ban the interrupted 
ejaculations of a moſt godly ſermon. Oh !—ob!— 
oh, that the brethren were liſtening unto me.- Si- 
ſter Sarah, who ſometimes loyeth to prink up her 

head in the vanities of deluſion, moſt deliberatel 
ſtood up, took off her cap, let it fall on the es, 
crying out in the ſpirit of repentance, . . . Why 
why—why ſhould we wear any dreſs at all ?—are 
we not made without dreſs ?—do we not come into 
the world without dreſs ?!——oh!—oh !—ohl—.. 
her head is bald: I feared ſhe might catch cold: 1 
took up the cap from a motive of tenderneſs to an 
elderly pate, that is not always regular, from ſipping 
too 


— —— — — - — 
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too much of the — ſpirit: the cap was ſtiff as whale- 
bone; ſiſter, what is this? — a French cap, ſhe ſay- 
* ed, with a figh—Freach ! quoth I; her indigua- 
tion ſtill corks the ſpirit - - - I can write no more 


Friend Wagſtaffe, 


© I am, 


OBADñIAH PLaincoart, 


P. 8. I have been ruminating ſome days on the 
above, and have read more of thy medirations, which 
I hoped to form into ſpiritual diſcourſes for my coun- 
* try brethren ; but, Jeoffry Wagſtaffe, I begin to ſmell 


* ſomething of the world in thee ; ſomething profane 


like wit and humour: it ſo, thou art a fox in a lamb- 
* ſkin, and I will have no more to do with thee or thine.” 


F 
From the Mercury in Parliament-ftreet. 


E IO NN 


NC E, the Almighty, for the fin of man, 
Did ſborten by a Flood, his wruched ſpan ; 
Tho' ke ſhould ſend a ſecond, own we muſt, 
T hat the Almighty's puniſhment were juſt : 
Cur $* ** e, by corruption ſo unclean, 


Naught but a Flood can waſo it white again. S. 


TitTHoNUs aud HiBERNIA. 
& © ITHONUS, when he grew decay'd, 
And wanted youth, ot will, 
Adareſs'd the guds and humbly pray'd, 
Tbey would renew his BILL. 
This do, HIBERNIA 


You never gain your ſuit “ 


2 
the? Tis eas 


Pray you to lings, and net to gods, 


Through mediator B * *. 


Not in the way TiTHoNUs ſ,,j,. 
Yet Jjupplicate his fate: | 
But fee that auben YOUR BILL'S renew'd, 
It does not come too late! 


Tue/day, 
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FCS HRIED TIES 


Tueſday, May 20. | 


No. 15. 


— 


Dux fæmina fadi. Vins. 
A woman leads the way. 


Have received the following letter from my charm- 

ing female correſpondent, wherein I find ſhe is re- 
ſolved to out do me, as much in ſuperiority of writ- 
ing, as ſprightly youth blooms over ſinking age. I 
perceive I am not a match for her even at my own 
weapon, the pen; how much leſs then could I attack 
her in a love conflict? nam wires animique deficiunt ; 


« my ſtrength and ſpirits fail.” 
« Dear Was, 


N love! O horrid creature! How could your 
ſiſter dream of the unnatural union of January 
and May? to ingraft the bloſſoms of eighteen, on 
the autumnal trunk of ſixty, Shocking! I am not 
of an ivy complexion to cling round a withered oak: 
I am not for a finecure huſband ; tis contrary to the 
canons of matrimony: I am quite in a paſſion with 
her. Now, to chat rationally on this affair, what 


fice? The reverſion of your Speculations, or a 


jointure in Parnaſſus? The former, tho? voluminous, + 


would raiſe but a ſcanty pittance, with ſnuff-ſhops 
and paſtry cooks; and the latter is deſcribed by 
learned geographers, as the moſt barren ſpot of 
earth in the univerſe. A few ſprigs of bay ſhoot 
up here and there between frightful thorns ; and e- 
ven that honorary tribute of an ungrateful ſoil, is 
guarded by a kind of voracious mungrils, called, Cri- 


« ticks, who, unleſs they are ſopped to filence, Cer- 


© berus-like, open the tripple jaws of deſtruction to 
© bark merit out of countenance. Beſides, I am told 
there are ſo many pretenders to that ſmall ſpot, 


c 

* 

* 

« 
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ſettlement could ou make to atone for this ſacri- 
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that I ſhould never be able to recover a foot of it, 
* unleſs Chancellor Homer, or Secretary Pope, would 
patronize the cauſe ; and alas! contrary to the lau- 
* dable cuſtom of the modern learned in the law, they 
* are above bribery, What expectation then of ſuc- 
* ceſs? I am quite terrified with the thought, eſpeci- 
* ally when J conſider the number of theſe poetical 
architects who ran themſelves out of houſe and out 
* at elbows, by ſoliciting a grant to build there; and 
* who after a fruitleſs conſumption of time and ſtudy, 
© had the agreeable comfort to be billotted, by order: 
of court, in the Palace of Famine, ereted at the 


foot of the mountain, for the reception of maimed. 


authors, and diſabled ſcriblers ; where they paſs the 
* remainder of their days, in the luxury of a gatret 
* hung with cobweb tapeſtry, and- ornamented- with 
* lamentable ditties; and I queſtion if all the fire 


* of Pindus would warm them of a froſty night, or all- 


the water of Helicon baniſh the lowneſs of ſpir its 
* occaſioned by the ſtagnation of their purſe. | 
As to your Platonic ſcheme, I have no objection. 
* You may ogle thro”. ſpeQacles, if you pleaſe, and 
* get Babies by reflection; and I fancy, old Wa 
* they would be the proper heirs to inherit the ſor- 
* tune and ſupport the dignizy. of the Wiſe-acres, 
There is a committee of. ſome ſmart, ſenſible girls. 
to fit on the modern heads, and. as addreſſes are 
8 8 we intend. to deliberate on one ſor - 
the reformation of theſe glaring abuſes, which dis- 
figure humanity, We deſign to iſſue writs for the 
election of ſome members to ere ourſelves into a 
female parliament, We may have our Pitts and 
* Pratts, though I deſpair of finding any Lady Little- 
e er (the original name of Littleton.) Your Prat-- 


ler bids fair for being ſpeaker. Adieu, dear Stre-- 
phon. * Your ſighing 
F * LetTiTlIa Love-YoUTH.” 


I cannot help acknowledging that her ſcheme for a . 


female parliament, to regulate the - modes and faſh- 
ions of dreſs, would be a moſt excellent one : but- 
then I would have it reſtrained by proper limitations. 
In the firſt place, I-would inſiſt 45 

tator,.. 


ing abſolute dic- 
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tator, to controul their determinations, or at leaſt to 
have a negative on all their acts, as the ſex is frail: in 
the next place, I would appoint a houſe ſuperior to 
them, conſiſting of the Lords of the creation; I do not 
mean of fops, petit maitres, of women's men, but of 
MEN. My reaſon for this upper houſe is, that we ſee 
by fatal examples, how deſtructive the too great pow- 
er of the commonalty has always proved. Rome loſt 
its liberty by the licentious power which the Plebians 
uſurped, and fold their country to Cæſar. The 
ſenate was too feeble to reſtrain them, and the Conſuls 
were Cyphers. Now, without a counter balance of 


power, to reſtrain theſe female commoners, may it 


not be in the power of a prettier gentleman than Cz- 
far, to overturn this conſtitution ? 

To come to later times, obſerve the havock made 
in the Engliſh conſtitution in the reign of Charles the 
Firſt, by the houſe of commons aſſuming the reins of 
government into their own hands; and I fear we have 
many Cromwells in peticoats, who would be as ready 
to turn theſe members out of their houſe, as that u- 


ſurper did. * * theſe accounts, therefore, I muſt 
lay down theſe regulations: I will aſſume the power 


of a negative on their bills; the lords ſhall conſiſt of 
rational, ſober men, who will not debauch the com- 
mons, and all bills ſhall take their riſe in the lower 


. houſe. - This ſhall be triennial, as we too often expe» 


rience the woful conſequences of long fitting. T his 
will, in ſome meaſure, be a ſecurity againſt bribery 
and corruption, and prevent many of the members 
from becoming old women, who are very apt to tire 
their hearers with tedious harangues. W. 


From the Mercury in Parliament: fret. 

On a lady, who had received a paralytick ſtroke at 
night on her right arm, remarkable for an handſome 
hand, that was always open to the poor. 

I 


UPID frraying from his bow'r, 
At length arrived at * Part. 
Eliza's arm now feels his poab'r; 
He flrikes it in the dark ! 
. * The lady's country ſeat. 


II. That 


The BATCHELOR 


II. 

That arm that often flole his bow, 
That poliſhed ſmooth offender !— 

Its crime was being white as ſnow, 


And making hearts ſurrender. 


II. 
A great invader it has been, 
Cries out the God of beauty— 
But charity ſhall cover fin; 
That hand has done its duty“ 


IV. 
Ta Charity he leaves the fair ! 
The Goddeſs ftrait attends — 
To plead for her peculiar care, 
To heaven ſhe flrait aſcends ! 


V. 
Eliza's frong memorials ſent |— 
Her prayer and alms by turns, 
Plead for the thouſands ſhe has lent !— 
Her guardian now returns, 
. 
She comes !—She has it in command |\— 
Her arm ſhall be reflored— 
For He who heal'd the witber'd hand ! 
I good Eliza's Lord] 


Twenty-third ode, firſt book of Ho Ac E, imitated. 


EAR Chloe, how can you diſdain 
The heart, which has bled at your forine ? 
Why trifle, my love, with my pain, 
l ben my heart is unchangeably thine ? 


Like the faaun, which the mountains have bred, 
Whoſe parent incautious has firay'd ; 
When love winds his horn, you have fled, 
Nor could lowe flop the timorous maid. 


| Net priytbee, my charmer, believe, 
Tis time ſoft ſenſations to prove ; 
*Tis time your mamma you ſhould lea 


Sixteen ſhould be brimful of love. 


To 
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To a lady, on pruneing her flowering ſhrubs, emi- 
nent tor her power in muſk. | 


: IS fable all—what dreaming bard: advance, 
How Orpheus made the nodding trees to dance 

Hit Thracians. in their ringlets, thought the grove, 

Stell as they beat the ground, appear'd to move : 

But grant the fable tru: —your pow'r is more 

You, by your hand, — can open nature's fore; 

Unbind the glebe—a new creation make— 

And bid the fleeping flowers—10 awake |— 

Your all commanding. charm !—your finger ſuch ! 

That by that art—your harpficar d you touch ! ' 

T he fickly ſhrubs revive—and prun'd by you, 

Forget their ſeaſons and all bloom—anew ! 


| | 
No. 16. Saturday, May 2.4. 


In publica commoda peccem 
Si longo ſermone morer tua tempora ? Hox 


* To Miſs LetTy Love-youTn, Speaker of the 
Lower Houſe, 


Madam Speaker, 


„ Before gave you my ſentiments and approbation 
1 of your ſcheme for erecting a Senate for the 
regulation of modes and faſhions in dreſs. I hope 
you have, purſuant to my permiſſion, iſſued out 
* writs for the election of wt rx As I know you 
to be a ſenſible, diſcreet young lady, I intruſt you, 
© at your own defire, with the important manage- 
ment of the chair. Now, for goodneſs fake, let 
4 


me, in imitation of the great Don Quixote, give you 


ſome inſtructions for your conduct in it, as that wiſe 
knight did to his faithful Squire Sancho, before he 
ſet out for the iſland of Baratatia, to take upon him 
* the government of it. | 


In 
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In the firſt place, then, keep up your reſpect, in 
order to ſupport the dignity of the chair you fit in: 
Preſerve order and decency amongſt the members; 
for as I know women are naturally loquacious, it 
will be very difficult co manage it fo, as that but 
one ſhall ſpeak at a time, It is very poſſible you 
may, at times, have them all getting up to ſpeak at 
once, 'This you muſt by all means, put a ſtop to, 
otherwiſe the dreadful conſequence of pulling caps 
may enſue. If this ſhould once be the caſe, I trem- 
ble even for the Speaker's handkerchief, ruffles, 
tucker, or even her very cap. If theſe riotous pro- 
ceedings ſhould go on, I ſhould be under the neceſſi- 
ty of diſſolving them, or at leaſt of proroguing 
them, leſt by their long fitting, they ſhould as 
troubleſome as the Rump Parliament was in England 
in the time of Cromwell. 

In the next place, let all your proceedings be go- 
verned by the unerring rule of juſtice : let no party 
cabals, 4 or affection, ſwerve you to partiality: 
but above all things, avoid jobbs. Theſe you muſt 
deteſt, even tho' you ſhould diſoblige your neareſt 
friends by it: For inſtance, you ſhould not ſuffer 
any body to fit as a member whoſe head is French'd, 
who wears French ſilks, is a gabler at drums, raves 
of Tenducci, and all Italian fingers, has fcam- 
pered to Paris, or deſpiſes her native country, Such 
a fool as this, you ſhould order to be expelled, 
even tho' ſhe were your ſiſter; for how can a perſon 
of this ſtamp, who is herſelf guilty of theſe enor- 
mous ſeries and fopperies, deliberate cooly or 
impartially, or give her vote honeſtly on the grand 
point of reforming abuſes? Members of this kind 
would ſoon overturn your very conſtitution, and de- 
ſtroy the end of your being called together. But a- 
bove all, you muſt take care that fops, Petit Maitres, 


and theſe inſects, commonly called pretty gentlemen, 


© ſhall have no influence on your counſels ; your minds 


will be in as much danger from theſe ſhadows, as 


« your perſons would be in from real men. 


In your choice of members, I muſt alſo further ad- 
viſe you, it married women are to have a place, not 
* to 
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to admit any of the Ros iousx vs; for they are ſo 
« uſed to hector and bully their unfortunate huſbands, 
that they never can be kept within any rules of 
order. t N11: h ee 
Wanton old dowagers I would likewiſe exclude, 


as being the very people who firſt brought into 

vogue the curled diſguiſe: of Frenching in order to 

hide their bald pates and grey hairs, and who will 

ſtill perſiſt in uſing falſe curls, and clapping” that 

wool on their heads, which they ſhould rather be 

employed in ſpinning. They will always, therefore, 

© in this particular, be refractory, and will never 

« conſent to the aboliſhing a faſhion which throws 

« down all diſtinQtion between the head of fixty and 

* fixteen, Policy then will make them endeavour to 
« pet the young ladies to keep them in countenance. 

4 Por the ſame reaſon I would abfolutely ſnut out old 
© maids, as they will be apt to ſhew too much ran- 
cout and ſourneſs in their debates. On this ac- 
« count, I do not deſire that even my ſiſter, Letty 
+ Wagftaffe,' ſhould be choſen a member: the is very 
« poſitive, and loves to talk too much, and ſome- 
« times not much to the purpoſe ; moreover, the ma- 
« licious world might ſay, that I wanted, by her 
means; to have an undue influence on your houſe. 
« This I ſhall never, by direct or inditect means, 
+ ſtrive: to do, as | could wiſh that all your acts and 
determinations may tend to the reforming the fe- 
males of this iſland, with regard to manners and 
© drefs, which at preſent they ſtand very much in 
need of. 522 0 a 7 | 

II I ſhall, from time to time, expect from you, (or 
from whatever member you ſhall appoint- for that 
0 purpoſe) an abſtract of all your votes and reſolu- 
tions, that they may be laid before me fot my aſ- 
ſent and ver I hall moſt graciouſly receive 
« any addreſſes which ſhall be preſented to me. I do 
hereby appoint James Hoey, junior, to print theſe 
in the Mzxcuxy, in my Speculations, or other- 
« wiſe, as I ſhall think proper; and that no other 


« perſon do preſume to print the fame, It is almoſt 
Vor, J. D time 
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time for me to aſk you, in the words of my motto, 
as Horace did to Auguſtus, 


* Shall I once err againſt the common weal, 
And from its good your great attention fleal ? 


I hope you will attend to theſe my directions, and 
let me often have the pleaſure of reading your 
* witty, ſenſible letters, I am, madam, 


© Your admirer, and moſt humble ſervant, 
J. Wacsrarre,” 


P. S8. Juſt as I had written the above, my ſiſter 
© came into my cloſet, all ſmeared with Allen's beſt 
* Rapee, and gave me a card, which ſhe infifted 1 
© ſhould incloſe to you. As ſhe writes, as well as 
* reads without ſpectacles, the writing was ſo bad, 
that even T e could not read it. But as I am 
© acquainted with her hieroglyphics, I have made a 
« ſhift to tranſcribe it in her own words: | 


ec MIL LeTiTIA's Wassrarrz's compli- 
« }, ments to Miſs Lovs-YouTHn ; the takes 
««_ the liberty to acquaint her, that ſhe has made ver 
«< free with her brother Jeoffry, with regard to his 
« years. She would have her to know he is not that 
old, withered dry oak the calls him, but young 
enough for her, or any young flirt like her. As to 
« ſettlement, the aſſures her he has ſomething more 
« ſubſtantial than that high-flown one ſhe mentions 
« from Omur. He is rich enough, and ſhe is ſorry he 
« ſhould deſcend ſo low as to leflen the antient family 
« of the Wagſtaffes, by paying his addreſſes to oy 
« young jilt like her. She hopes Miſs Love-yout 
« will hereafter have reaſon to repent her haughty 
« refuſal of her brother, and her turning his-years 
<« into ridicule. Notwithſtanding her airs, ſhe may 
« yet come to be, what ſhe ſo much deſpiſes in other 
% folks, an Old Maid.” 
T 
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© To te BATCHELOR. 
Mr. WAGSTAFFPE, | 


c 1 ONLY waited for a hint from you that aſſiſtance 
I would be acceptable, to begin a correſpondence, 
but it muſt be on my own terms: firſt, you muſt 
* promiſe to correQ and finiſh what I ſend you, and 
if you do not approve of my compoſitions, to o- 
mit them entirely: in a word, make whatever uſe 
you think proper of them; and ſecondly, you muſt 
never attempt even to ow who, or what I am; 
« for if once found out, I am ſilenced for ever. If 
you knew I was old or ugly, you would throw a- 
« way all my letters with diſguſt, and without exa- 
mining into their merits ; and on the other hand, 
© if you found I was young, handſome, and agree- 
able, you would look with a too favourable eye on 
my productions, and your prepoſſeſſion in the au- 
« thor's favour, might make you approve alſo of the 
work, undeſervedly ; thus, unleſs unknown, I 
cannot hope to be treated with impartiality. If 
« you agree to the above'conditions, affure yourſelf 
you have a benevolent Fairy devoted to your ſer- 
vice, who will aſſume all ſhapes to convey inſtrue- 
tion to thoſe not too vain to be taught or im- 
« proved by, | nn ern 

4 Yours, Kc. TR > tab 
I | © IncoontTta.* 


— * 
From the MERCURY in Parliament-treet. 


On the death of Miſs z of Cor ERAIV. 


HE roſe put early forth a dainty bud, 
Which ſhed choice perfume on the ambient air; 
When from the north, on icy pinions bore, 
Came a dire chilling blaſt which nipp'd that flower, 
And ſpoil'd its ſweets, ere yet it bad diſcles'd 
Half its fair promis d beauties to the ſun. 
Daphne, ſweet Daphne, thus a tender ſhoat 
In early infancy began to bloom ; 
F D 2 Serene 


* 
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Serene her temper was, and winning mild; 
Sprightly her fancy, and acute her wit ; 

Her heart and head, by lib'ral nature form d, 
To renden ber alike both good and great. 1 
But death whoſe ſcythe, inſatiate, motus down all 
Without, diſfinction, young, ald, fimple, wiſe, 
Rudely, fell ſpoiler, ab untimely came, 

And crop d this op'ning bud, the garden's pride, 
The hope, the glory of the cultivator ;_ 

Which een in unripe ſweetneſs ſaveeter was 

Than vulgar 7 all blown on the flalk, 

Ah me |: grim death his hand might well have flay'd 
Relenting, at ſo mercileſs 1 . 
See now the precious girl all withering lies 

A breathleſs, clay cold corſe ; that faded cheek, 
Which late like iv'ry flain'd with blood did glow ; 
See even the blended red and white, alas] how pale 
Thoſe eyes-which bright as diamonds, &en now 
Sparkled an amiable and lively Jenſe, 

How dim] how ſunk.! how clos'd in mo night ! 
The door of, ſpeech, by ſacred filence harr d. 

How, mute that tongue, whoſe ſaveet garrulity, 

Like nuſicł, oft has held the liſning ear : 

Thoſe limbs, which adtive us'd to ſkip around 

In ſportive wiſe, how motionleſs! how /tiff ! 
All—all is chang'd, naught of herſelf remains; 
And what was late gay, animated grace, 

Is now an inert piece of lifeleſs clay. 

The ſpotleſs ſoul, from this poor cabin fled, 

A naked traveller, thro' ether pure” © 

Above the zodiack ſoars, eager to join 
ee train, who, joys celeſtial quaff, 

And chaunt inceſſant their Redeemer's praiſe. 
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CULDTRERLDEDIBEERCANICTYUAL) 
No. 17. Tueſday, May 27. | 


—_—— — — Se —_—_— 


B EING in arrears with my correſpondents, I ſhall 
devote this day's BaTCuEeLo to the clearing off 
part of that account, 


The Force of PxeJjupice: A POEM. 


A LL human race, by what I find, 
Are oft to real merit blind. 
While knaves and fools of ev'ry fine, 
Alt times are counted good and wiſe; 
As each agrees or holds connectioun. 
With creatures of his owon complexion. _ 
Thus POTOMON, with aſpeft borrid, 
And elocution fierce and florid, | 
By force of mere wociferation, 
Is grown the champion of the nation; NM 
And (were they now alive) might buli 
The great DemosTneNnes or TULLY. 7 
Thus PHLOGUS too, the State Empiric, 
Becomes the theme of Panegyric; © 
His printed fluff and Jew ng babble, 
The delecation of the rabble. N 
See, how the croud around him preſſes 
With ſpeeches, ballads, ſhouts, addreſſes! 
But ſoft, my friends, attend to reaſon, 
Your compliments are out of ſeaſon; © 
For PhLoGus, now in his declenfion, 
Is fick of praiſe, but wants a penſion! nn 
Is there a wretch, who only aims © 
At flinging dirt and calling names ; 
The good defames, reviles the great, © 
Wax, libels both the charch and flate? © © 
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Each toping *ſquire and flupid cit, 
Will dub the animal-=a wit ! 
That fools can teize and give offence, 


We ſoon might ſbew from common ſenſe, 
And prove by arguments. concluſive, "= 
That e ry dunce can be abuſive: 


For ſure, to wilify his betters, 
No block-head needs the aid of letters, 
Nor doth the poww'r to hiſs and flander 
Exceed the genius of a gander. 

Not ſuch the talent, ſuch the ſpirit 
Reguir d to give its due to merit; 
To praiſe the man, who, firm and fleady, 
To ad his part is a/ways ready; 
Who, 'mid the tumults of a realm, 5 
Can fit ſerenely at the helm ; 
Not diſcompos'd or out of humour, 
At e' ry vague and idle rumour ; 
Nor is he mod d by each ſuggeſtion, 
Which calls his condud into queſtion, 
But wiſely leaves both foe and friend 
To 7 his actions by their end. 


Mr. WaGsTaAFPE, 


AKE my advice; direct the ladies as to their 
| _ dreſs, or any thing that may adorn their per- 
ſons, but don't deſire them to do a thing ſo con- 
trary to their intereſt as taking the leaſt pains with 
their intellects; for let them deny it ever ſo poſi- 
tively, their firit wiſh, (and it is a natural one) is to 
be agreeable in the eyes of the nobleſt 7 of the 
creation, as the gentlemen modeſtly ſtyle them- 


ſelves; and that deſite is entirely fruſtrated when 
they are caiſed above the common level by extraor- 
dinary parts and knowledge. An acquaintance of 
mine, whoſe character I will give you, is a proof 
that no charms can compenſate with moſt men for 
the unpardonable fault of being, what they think, 


Celia 


R K a 
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« Celia has a pleaſing form, dances well, ſings agree- 
ably, plays the harpſichord and guittar enchant- 
ingly, and is remarkable for good nature and ſweet- 
neſs of temper, which ſhines forth in —_ turn of 
her expreſſive countenance; yet with all theſe per- 
fections, ſhe is beloved by thoſe of her own ſex; 
and why? becauſe the men all agree in not likin 

her: this will ſurpriſe you till I give another — 
to her pictute, and paint her mind, adorned wyh 
uy accompliſhment, extenſive reading and well 
choſen books, can beſtow. The lordly ſex are jea- 
lous of their prerogative, which they will have 
knowledge to be; or fear that a woman's good ſenſe 
ſets their fully in too conſpicuous a light : why elſe 
has the amiable Celia the mortification of ſeeing 
daily preferred to her fuch as hardly deſerve the 
name of rational creatures, and whoſe little ſenſe 
reaches no higher than a pert repartee, or an ill na- 
tured farcaſm? | : 
I am quite of their opinion, who think there is 
no perſon more diſagreeable than a woman that 
makes it her only ſtudy to ſhew her ſuperior know- 
ledge, and to quote paſſages ſhe has read ; but that 
is far from being Celia's caſe, ** ſhe bears her fa- 


*culties moſt meekly,” and veils her reading under 


the greateſt modeſty : but ſhe has got the name of a 
reader, a learned lady, and fo on, which is enough 
to ah 08 * ſuch againſt her, as would chuſe to 
keep thofe characters to themſelves. I have faid a 
great deal to very littte purpoſe, for it is needleſs to 
caution people againſt what they have no thoughts 
of, and very few young ladies now are guilty of 
much ſtudy of the kind. 8 | 


lam, yours, &c. 


* HILARIA. 
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Mr. WacsTaFFE, 


* 
. 


4 
4 
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N peruſing your late lucubrations on humanity 
and benevolence, I was ſtimulated to ſend you 
an account of a company I lately happened to make 
one of, as with your correction it might ſerve to 
illuſtrate your remarks on the charms of good na- 
ture. That, and good temper, I think ſynonimous 


terms. I went to ſpend an evening laſt week, ata 


place where I expected to meet a yery pleaſing ſet, 


and among ſeveral very agreeable perſons, were two 


who made themſelves exactly the reverſe, and caſt 
a damp on the pleaſure, the other part of the com- 
pany would, but for them, have enjoyed ; for good- 
natured people cannot help feeling uneaſineſs, when 
they ſee diſſatisfaction imprinted on the countenance 
of any perſon they are in company with. One of 
them was an elderly maiden lady, who, if one might 


judge by her phyfiognomy, had not been even in 


her youth, bleſſed with much ſweetneſs of temper 
and all will agree, that ill humour is one of thoſe 
PORT to which every revolving year adds 
argely: the other was a young gitl, who would 


- have had a pretty face but for a gloomineſs that ap- 


ared in it, through the vivacity ſhe had aſſumed. 

fortunately, the old gentlewoman took ſome 
pique at the young one, I could not perceive on 
what account, but made no doubt of its being 
with ſome reaſon : however, ſhe was much diſcom- 
poſed, and by way of revenge, inveighed bitterly 
againſt the preſent mode in every particular, rightly 
judging that would provoke the other, who was 
drelled in the extremity of the faſhion. I am ſure 


nothing would have given her half ſo much plea- 


ſure as to have pulled her fair antagoniſt's very fine 
hair about her ears. She exclaimed againſt the ex- 
ceſſive immodeſty of all the young women now 
a- days; it was horrible, and made the prudent, 


«« ſenſible part of the ſex, bluſh for them, as they 
« were too much loſt to modeſty, to do it for them- 


66 ſelves.” 
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„ ſelves.” Miſs was not filent ; ſhe anſwered as tar tly 
as the other reproached, till her mother made her 

« ſign for ſilence, which ſhe obeyed! Her little live- 
« lineſs diſappeared, and gave place to the original 
« cloudy look, nor did ſhe open her lips the whole 
« evening after, but by a ſurly monoſyllable, What 
« woman deſires not to pleaſe? I think I may anſwer, 
© none: why then will they not take the method ad- 
viſed by Pope. HA LETT, 


Good humour only teaches charms to laſt, 
Still makes new conqueſts, and maintains the paſt 
A ſweet tempered petſon muſt be beloved by all; 
© they will in company avoid every thing that may poſ- 
© fibly give offence ; they will ſeem pleaſed with all 
around them, and that fatisfaQtion will extend itſelf 
« to every one in company. I will appeal to the 
© reader, whether he or ſhe is not under an aukward 
«. reſtraint before a perſon remarkable for; ſharp ſatire, 
© or ſmart repartee; and quite at eaſe th the god 
© humoured ; one who avoids all thefe fallies, know- 
© ing they never fail to give ſome degree of pain. 
This ſubject has drawn me on too far, but you 
„will do what you think proper with this letter; I 
give ĩt up entirely to you, and aſmm 


Tour very humble ſet van. 
| ON OO ULSTER IG Ink 
1 « Maxy HaArRSRUrr - 
2 n v $ P : 2 1 6 7 * * * 4 * 


From the MERCURY in Parliament /ireet, - 


Four Eri6rams by the author of Tirzonus an 
* G ee «HB 


I. The Saving Schgux. 


A/ IT H treating folks—quite tir d out, 
= Taxiery contrivesa trick; 
Declares to all—he has the gout, 
So limps upon a flick. | 


To 


_— ” 


%- 
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To put the matter paſt diſpute, 
A poultice round his toe, 
With drugs to bind, or to dilute, 
M Which ſoon produc d the woe. 
Tnkir rv, behold the juſt reward 
Of your contriving wit ! | 
Mor once complain your caſe is hard, 
But own, you're fairly bit. 


II. The Cnuncn in Danczs. 


AUFTAMORPHOSING Fove, to carry bis 
farce on, 
Took a ſmith from his trade, and ordain'd him a parſen : 
This done, be decreed—that the world ſhould connive at 
His preaching thoſe ſermons he can't make in private. 
O Tove !—thy wagaries—the pariſh may wail !— 
Whoſe caſe is the , = with the frogs in the tale ; 
They pray'd thee to ſend them a guide that was goad— 
But bo !-—thou haſt granted, a Blockhead of wwoed ! 


C34 


III. WILror will do it. 
PAT ſeeing Mo LLY—gquoth Be, as I take it, 
She would appear better—if ſbe were but naked. 
He lib dithe deep A made her his wife, 
That ſhe might go naked—the reſt of her life 


IV. TheSTaTE of the Daux'p. 
HE gout in the flomach, quite fled from the tae, 
The well painted tales of the 27 of woe 3 


Of furies, curl d ſnakes, of the wheel of Ixion—- 
Are nothing te deb and ne friend to rely en. 


No. 
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CRAENEINTALIDESAETEEIVEILITY 
No. 18. Saturday, May 31. 


"RENE? ” 


Quid de gquoque viro, & cui dicas ſæpe caveto. Hom, 


Be very cautious what you ſay of any man, and 
before whom you ſay it. 5 


1 other day, I met in the ſtreet, my old ac- 
quaintance Eugenio: we had not ſeen one a- 
nother a long time, and you may be ſure the meetin 
was very agreeable on both ſides. After a good dea 
of talk about old affairs, he told me he was lately 
married to an agreeable lady, of a good family, wit 
an handſome fortune, and requeſtedT ſhould go to ſee 
them. Accordingly, next morning I went to. my 
friend's houſe. IL enquired from the footman who o- 
pened the door, if his maſter was at home? he an- 
ſwered, he was juſt gone out, but that his lady was 
at home, T then had him to acquaint his lady, that 
Mr. Wagſtaffe was come to pay his compliments to 
her. The ſervant went up ſtairs, but forgetting my 
name, only told his miſtreſs that a gentleman came to 
wait upon her. This I found afterwards to be true. 
I was immediately uſhered” into the drawing room, 
where I found the lady fitting, ſurrounded with half 
a dozen morning viſitors of her own ſex. As ſhe had 
never ſeen me before, and I was an utter ſtranger to 
the whole company, the meeting was ſomewhat auk- 
ward. Had ſhe Known my name, the affair would 
have been otherwiſe, for ſhe had often heard ber huſ- 
band ſpeak of me. | 2 
One of the viſitants had Hbey's Mercury in her 
hand, which ſhe was reading to the company which 1 
came in, but upon my entrance laid it down on a ta- 
ble. She was a fat, ordinary woman, of about fifty; 
her head, as well as thoſe of the reſt of the company, 
was Frenched in moſt monſtrous large curls, web 
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made it look twice as big as the natural ſize. On this 
monſtrous foundation of falſe hair, ſhe wore a cap not 


larger than a moydore. The lady of the houſe, after 
A tort ſilence, which is common on the coming in of 


a ſtranger, broke it, by ſaying that Miſs Chatter had 


deen juſt reading to them Wagſtaffe's Speculations for 
that day, and aſked me if I had ſeen them: Ianſwer- 
ed I had. * Indeed then, fir, ſays Miſs Chatter, 
* you have ſeen a very nonſenſical piece of ſtuff: 
That Wagſtaffe is a very impudent, fooliſh old fel- 
low, and deſerves to have his head broke. How 
dare he give himſelf ſuch liberties to talk of ladies 
in the manner he does? or to make free with ſuch 
as have choſen to live ſingle, though they might 

have good matches if they pleaſed, What affair is 
it of his, if we chooſe to dreſs in the French faſhi- 
on? To be ſure, indeed, he is a good judge of 
what's genteel : marry come up, indeed! we muſt, 
forſooth, dreſs our heads as he pleaſes! but I can 
tell the old blockhead, not one of us will mind a 
word he ſays, and he may as well hold his tongue,” 
you are very right, Miſs,” ſays an old lady, who 
ſat next her, and whoſe head ſhook with the palſy, 
he is very impertinent, and gives himſelf too great 
airs, to ſpeak of well-bred people of faſhion who 
have travelled: I have been in Paris, and had op- 
portunities of ſeeing what polite, genteel people 
the French are; we ſhould be mere Hottentots but 
for them ; we ſhould not know how to dance, or 
even put on our cloaths ; we ſhould be quite old fa- 
ſhioned creatures, if we were not poliſhed by the 


frights indeed of us, by adviſing us to wear Iriſh 


country, which are only fit for our women.“ Oh! 
the odious wretch,* interrupted another lady, 
how hard he talks of drums: would he have us 
be mere mopes? would he not have ladies amuſe 
themſelyes as well as gentlemen? For my part, I 
think nothing can be > charming as a full drum. 
O ſweet Loo! O delightful Quadrille! Let the 
creature give his advice to the wives of GR 
an 
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delicateſſe of ſweet France: he would make 


filks, and the horrid manufactures of our own. 
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« and mechanicks, and not meddle with us people of 
«* faſhion,” Truly, madam,” ſays a fourth, who 
ſat in a corner, and ſeemed to be very grave and de- 
mure, I do not think Wagſtaffe fo blameable for 
« what he ſays with regard to drums: they often are 
« attended with very bad conſequences, I could for- 
give him if he let novels alone; he ſhewed his want 
of taſte indeed, to ſpeak diſreſpeQfully of them. 
© Can any thing be fo _— as that darling 
« Grandiſon, or the ſweet Clariſſa, or lady Juliet 
Mandeville, Betſy Thoughtleſs, Jemmy, and Jenny 
« Jeflamy? and" 

Here the drum lady was juſt going to interrupt her 
her, and in all probability a battle would have enſu- 
ed, if it were not put a ſtop to by the ſeaſonable en- 
try of my friend Eugenio, who accoſted me with, 
* Mr. Wagſlaffe, your humble ſervant; I am glad 
to ſee you here.” Reader, haſt thou ſeen a thief 
caught in the very fact? or haſt thou ſeen a number 
of 2 ſchool · boys ſurpriſed in their full career 
of play, by a ſevere ſchool-maſter ? Even fo looked 
thoſe ladies on hearing my name: they were quite 
filent during their ſtay, which was but ſhort, for they 
ſtole away one by one in the utmoſt confuſion. Euge- 
nio perceived their diſorder, and aſked what was the 
cauſe of it? I told him. He laughed very heartily ; but 
his lady, who ſeemed to be ſtill under-ſome concern, 
began to make me many apologies, and ſaid it was 
all owing to the ſtupidity of the ſervant, who did not 
tell her my name. I begged of her not to be the leaſt 
uneaſy, for that I was ſo far from being diſpleaſed at 
what the ladies ſaid, that on the contrary, I was 
glad to hear their opinions candidly of my writings, 
which I ſhould have loſt, if they had known who I 
was. 1 friend inſiſted I ſhould ſtay and take ſhare 
of a family dinner, to which I confented, to ſhew 1. 
was not 1n the leaſt out of humour. As my friend 
Eugenio is a very ſenſible man, and a ſcholar, and 
his wife, is a plealing, agreeable woman, without 
vanity or affectation, I ſpent my time very pleaſantly 
with them till evening; when my friend and I went 
to a coffee-houſe. I have alteady rather exceeded 


the 
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the limits of my paper, otherwiſe I would give an 


account of what paſſed there, and of -the remarks 


made on me; but this ſhall be the ſubject of a future 
Speculation. 
W 


— 


From the ME R CURY in Parliament-ſtreet. 


EPIGRA M. Mens eff in patinis. TER. 


HE N little culinary wits 

Wage war with ovens, pots and ſpits; 
We pity the poor famiſb d ſinners, 
And OY only want their dinners. 


Another, 


A GOOSE in the oven! no, fir, tis a. ſlander &, 
As ſome, who diſcover'd the fad, can declare, 
For it was not a gooſe, but you a poor gander, 
(As fools will be peeping) who thruft your bead 
there. | 
X On 


*. Alluding-to- the following Lines inſerted in the Freeman's 
Journal of the 13th of May, 


A PAnEGYRICEK, addreſſed te Grxrevs the PxupenT, 


- - — — — - — — — — 
No bluſt' ring patriots now turn court - like ſinners, 

« No courtiers brib'd by promiſes and dinners. 

« Thus ſpendthrift v—r—y's would their, Courtiers cheat, 
« FE'er ſage economy forbad to eat. 

Now af ſuch luſcious bribes are baniſh'd hence, 

«- Behold, inſtead, celeſtial abſtinence ! 

« The pious t on reformation bent, 

© To all her train proclaim eternal lent. 

„% Eternal lent !_three.cooks,. diſcarded cry, 
Eternal lent ! the C—le walls reply. 

To the cool oven ſhall the gofe repair, | 

* And hatch her young ones, unmoleſted, there 


<4. The cat, à calm retirement to enſure 


** Shall ſeek the hearth, and kitten there ſesure. 


«No 
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On a late moſt becoming and loyal Reſolution, agreed 
upon, and ſubſcribed by, Six hundred and a hel 
moſt reſpe2able Citizens of this Metropolis, in rela- 
tion to the Bill for Septennial Parliaments. 


Nos numeri ſumus——= ——H0R, 


(Go REAT news! the fine bill, that has made ſuch 


a racket, 


Will ſurely arrive by the very next packet ; 
For hundreds of citizens, men of condition, 
Hawe all put their names ts an humble petition, 
Aſuring his M——y on their allegiance, 
e ww not depend on their future obedience, 
Or think they will yield to ſupplying his coffers, 
"_ he accedes to their dutiful offers 
o the door of the houſe thus ( as Clarendon mentions) 

The modeſt apprentices brought their pretenſions ; 
And aſt d in ſuch ſort for the things that they wanted, 
Their decent demands. were — * granted. 

But ſome, who can cenſure the very beſt ation, 
Impute this i to a ſpirit of faction; 
While others condemn, without colour of reaſon, 
It's freedom of ftile as the 2 of treaſon, 
Nay add, that the writer, who fram d the expreſſion, 
Was void of good manners and common diſcretion, 
But, would ſuch ridiculous critics and pibers. 
Vouchſafe to read over the lift of ſubſcribers, 
The gentlemen then would forbear to be witty, 
And ſee, they were all the chief men of the city ;. 
All perſons of note, or reſponſible dealers; 
Smiths, ſhoe-makers, weavers, atternies and taylors 


„No more in copious grate the fire ſhall burn, 
No more the jack ſhall groan, the ſpjt ſhall turn, 
No more rich viands for intemp'rance dreſt, 
Shall gorge the-unwelcome, unexpected gueft; 
Far hence let lux'ry's pamper'd minions go, 
And join MCullough in the ſhades below ;. 

* While abſtinence ſerene, with ſober hue, 
Appears, and bids us, Gripus, copy you. 


* — ow — — * 2 — 


That our reaſons when paſt through the focus of 
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Good heads, which, without the aſſiſtance of letters, 


Can manage ſuch matters—as well as their betters ; 
And, humbly ſubmitting t9—none in high ftation, 
Conceive themſelves fitteſt to govern the nation. 

And as to the ſcribe, who compos d and projeded, 
The candid remonſtrance, they call diſaffected, 
He ſure has the talent, the world will acknowledge, 
(Although he wwas never brought up in a college, 

And ſome have pronounc'd him the peſt of ſociety) 
To write and to ſpeak with uncommon propriety. 

Tho block-heads may cavil then, let us not heed em, 
But boldly perfift in defending our freedom 
And ftraightway appoint, in contempt of their rallery, 
Our great moderator, a competent falary ; 

Nay, take off his head (which, I'm „ would be 
proper) 
In plaifter of Paris, lead, marble or copper; 
Then fix on a column, as high as a gibbet, 
Facing Turn: ile- alley the object exhibit ; 
There ftill to remain a memento perennial 
Of him, who procur'd us the ſtatute ſeptennial;. 
As alſo to fland for a laſting direction 
To future conſtituents at ev'ry election. 
X 


No. 19. Tueſday, June 3. 


u» — _ 
9 » — —— 


Utimur exemplis, ut non pej ora ſuperſint. Juy, 


We make uſe of ſuch patterns, as tho' there were not 
worſe to follow. 


© Mr. WA Gs Tarps; 


6 TJ ILD as the fire of youth and imagination is, 
6 you ſhall find they can be fettered by the. 
bands of reaſon; and women even (unprecedented 
« condeſcention) ſubmit to correction. Lhinted an ob- 
ſervation of my own to the honourable committee. 


Jour. 
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your ſpectacles, would, like the ſun- beams col- 


jected by the burning glaſs, not only warm but 


fire; and it was concluded Nem. Con. that all the 
reſolutions of the houſe ſhould be ſubmitted to your 
dictatorial wiſdom, Your apprehenhons were 
quite Fr Tg” Unbiafſed juſtice ſhall rear the 
neutral ſcale. Order and decency ſhall be obſerved. 
All inundation of words ſhall be dyked within the 
ramparts of limited time. The Beaux Eſprits ; the 
Petits Maitres, that half-peacock, half lap-dog cre- 
ation, are eternally excluded the houſe. All inter- 
reſted jobbing, all venal temporizing, we leave to 
low ambition and the pride of kings. No undue in- 
fluence can be dreaded, where reaſon diceQs the 
head, and liberty fires the heart. All gambling, 
druming, racketing, court-card ladies, as entirely 
dedicated to Pam and Spadille, we judge non com- 
pos mentis, of conſequence, incapable to tranſact 
the great affair of reformation, But as a noted pa- 
triot has obſerved in the late important debates, 
That the American Colonies not being repreſented, 
had no right to be taxed contrary to their inclinati- 
on; now, to remove all ſuſpicion of unwarranted 
or unpopular proceedings, and to convince the 
world we have our country's intereſt ſincerely at 
heart, Miſs Winterbottom, Miſs Ever-green, and 
Madamoiſelle Reverie, were choſen repreſentatives 
of the ſuperanuated virgins from forty to ſixty. 
Thus you have a compendious plan of our method 
and principles, which are all ſubmitted to your ſu- 
perior direction. Since you have thrown the impor- 
tant weight of government on my ſhoulders, I juſt- 
ly claim your aſſiſtance to fill the chair with ſpirit 
and dignity, and not to fink under the burthen, as 
ſo mayy of our modern Atlaſes do. Without far- 
ther iutroduction or ceremony, I ſhall ſend you an 
abſtract of our debates. | 8 1 
- © Love-YOUTH.' 


ISS LetiTia Love-yYouTH's compliments 
to Miſs WaccsTary, aſſures her, no- 
thing is ſo +prejudicial to paint, as paſſion, as an 
| * extraordinary 
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extraordinary heat is apt to bliſter ſuch complexi. time 
ons. Proteſts it was not her inclination to add one dea 
wrinkle more to the numerous ones, the plough of bout 
time, had already furrow'd in her forhead. De- and 
clares ſhe has the greateſt reſpect for a head ſilverd i for 
o'er with grey. Recommends it to Miſs Wagſtaffe to i not, 
uſe the Eau de Beaute jeuneſſe, and de Þ Amour, as 

ſhe hopes in proportion as the wrinkles will be ba- 

niſh'd and her complexion re-bloom, the acid will T! 
be ſqueezed out of her conſtitution. Conſeſſes ſhe f 
has a ſingular reſpect for Mr. WacsTAFFE, but 
would judge it felony to iob the public of his la- 
bours, by confining him to the agreeable occupati- 
on of lullababy. be s of her not to indulge re- 
venge to ſuch an unchriſtian length,-An old maid! 


6 and matrimony forbid it. 


8 


SS K W @ «a K «a a a «a M «„ _e 


« wh 
« 16 
To Jeorrry WAGSsTATTE, Eſq. cel 
« the 
«SIR, 


IAM the monkey who at preſent affords ſo much am 
entertainment to the publick, and brings full WW to 
* houſes whenever I exhibit at Crow-ſtreet Theatre. ¶ in 
* It would be endleſs to give you an account of the Wi de 


* ſeveral tranſmigrations I have undergone to this WW ou 
time: let it ſufhce, that I was originally an Indian WF it 
prince; that I died, and that at my funeral pile © al 
numbers of my wives were lain in order to accom- © NC 
« pany me to the next world. The four dogs who © it 
« appear with me on the ſtage, are four of them I * g 
* 


loved beſt. They, after ſeveral changes, are what © y 
© you now lee. Thtyead have paſled-thro' a vaſt « fi 
* number of bodies... I was laſt, in that of Madam * h 
Pompadour, the French King's miſtreſs ; and invent- « f 
ed that famous part of the women's head-dreſs, called « fl 


* by my name; and which, old and young, modeſt and 9 8 
immodeſt, wear in imitation of me, I ſhould be hap- 1 
© py enough if it were not for the immoderate claps EL 
of the audience, deſigned as tokens of approbation, 94 


© but which terrify the dogs and me out of our wits: 
The noiſe of the galleries have thrown. me ſevera? 
| times 


much 
full 
eatre. 
df the 
> this 
ndian 
| pile 
com- 
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times off the rope. I beg, therefore, you will en- 
« deavour to make the people who frequent the play- 
« houſe, to confine their applauſe to Lear or Othello, 
and to give me no more of it, as I do not deſite it: 
for though I can bring a houſe when BARRY can» 
not, yet their noiſe is diſpleaſing to, fir, 

* Yours, in every ſhape and form, 


P UGG. 


INC E I have aſſumed the title of BarcuzrLo, I 

find I have a new female ally, who offers me aſ- 
filtance ; I ſhall therefore anſwer her polite letter, in 
the following manner. 


To Madam INCOGNIT A. 


« Mapam, 
© | was honoured with your kind offer of aſſiſtance, 
which, contrary to your deſire, I inſerted in my 
16th paper: I can aſſure you, it ſhall be highly ac- 
ceptable. You ſeem to be a lady of good ſenſe, b 
the ſtyle and manner of your letter, and as ſuc 
your terms ſhall be complied with. Although I 
am certain you will put it out of any body's power 
to amend your compoſitions, much leſs will it be 
in mine, yet I muſt do what I can to obey your or- 
ders. As to endeavouring to gueſs at you, or find you 
out, that I ſhall never attempt to do ; and perhaps 
it would be as difficult for you to trace me out. I 
am ſure you are neither old nor ugly, or you would 
not mention either ; nor, if you were both, would 
it make any difference with me as I am above re- 
garding the ſuperficial beauties of your ſex. If 
you chooſe a ſeat in the female Senate, I am very 
ſure they will be preud of ſo good a member. 
hope you will be there a ſteady patriot againſt the 
female corruptions of the times; and that neither a 
french ſilk, a pair of laced ruffles, nor even a piece 
of Point lace, would bribe you to betray the pub- 
lick good. I ſhall be proud of your help to aſſiſt 
theſe my endeavours for the public benefit, in 
whatever ſhape you pleaſe to aſſume. | 
« Iam, Madam, your moſt obedient, 
J. WaGsSTAFPE., 
From 
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From the MERCURY #n Parliament-ftreet. 


The CharaQer of a MODERN PATRIOT. 


Tr PRIMIS, a patriot (his wirtues to trace) 
Is one, whe has got neither penſion nor place; 

And therefore that laudable name to ſupport, 

Still ſides with the rabble, and rails at the court. 

State-meaſures, however for public utility, 

The patriot oppoſes with all his ability ; 

Delighted, in caſe he can caſt a ſuſpicion 

On perſons of eminent worth and condition : 

His principal jay is the love of detradtion ; 

His principal talent promoting of faction; 

Each private cabal, and * public oration 

Deſign'd and contriv'd—for embreiling the nation. 
Nor only on theſe doth he place his reliance, 

But caſuiſtry too is a branch of his ſcience ; 

To ſbe o, = example, when truth may be ſpoken, 

When oaths may be kept, and when oaths may be broken. 

A patriot with oaths often wiſely diſpenſes. 

And may, for his country, demoliſh all fences : 

For bonds of this kind, tho' of uſe when we need en. 

Could ne er be deſign d to entrench on our freedom. 
On points of religious debate # rom he enter, 

An ortbodox patriot is ſtill a Diſſenter: 

Prelatical lordſhip and ſovereign dominion, 

He plainly perceives, are but modes of opinion; 

And therefore to both may, on ſober reflection, 

Deny L's aſſent, or refuſe his ſub j ectian. 


A modeſt Propoſal for puniſhing the GANDER 
that peeped into the Oven, 


ball we uſe the wicked gander, 
That goes about retailing ſlander ! 
Why, fince in ſcandal he delights, 
Let him read all that PhLocvus writes, 
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Or fland behind that prince of leeches, 
And be bis promptor when he ſpeeches ; 
Or into metre let him turn-al 


et. 2 
The fluff that fills the Freeman's Journal. 
X 


OT. 
Another Puniſhment propoſed for the GANDER, 


H ERE ! ho! that wicked bird produce, 
The gander, that defam'd the gooſe, 

For now, as nothing can excuſe him, 

Well fireight determine how to uſe him: 

And firft, as no defence he brings, 

Why, let ſome Sharper clip his wings ; 

And next perhaps you'll think it fair, 

Should ſome good Lawyer pluck him bare; 

And, as no puniſbment in nature 

I; too ſevere for ſuch a creature, 

Let ſome fat cook-maid, hᷣlith and jolly, 

Compleatly roaſt him for his folly. 

Let ſame muſician from his middle 
Draw out his guts, to firing a fiddle, 
roten. Ind let the Scribler, who ſuſtains 
The Freeman's Journal, take his brains. 
Nay, let each paltry, low mechanic, 
And ev'ry witling Puritanic, 

% IWho twice a week with ſcandal fills 

The public papers, pull his quills. 

Nay, put their flupid pates together, 

At once to cut him out of feather. 
X. 


1 PROCLAMATION, by authority of Lord Hackball, 
Dux Mendicorum, or prince of all the beggars with- 
in his Majeſty's kingdom of Ireland. 


To all our loving ſubjefs and dependants, greeting. 
\ 1 7 HEREAS we are clearly given to underſtand 

by the hiſtory of all mixed and popular go- 
vernments, in every age and nation where fuch have 
prevailed, particularly at Athens and Rome, as well as 


in a neighbouring kingdom, that a certain ſet of ſtur- 
Or dy beg- 


A. 


DER 
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which 
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who, 

bully | 
ſuch i 
to thr 
ſpecie 
years, 
abuſe 
from 
we W 


= 
poſitic 


articl 


dy beggars, commonly called Patriots, ſometimes 
T ribunes and ſometimes Demagoues, perſons in ge- 
neral of a diſpoſition greedy of wealth, and thirſtin 
after power ; have made it their buſineſs at all times, 
in purſuit of theſe ſelf-intereſted objects, to ride up- 
on the paſſions of the common people, by perſua- 
ding them that they were in a miſerable condition of 
ſervitude and dependance, owing to the corruption 
of their governors, and that they only, were able to 
reſcue them from oppreſſion and reſtore them to li- 
berty: in conſequence of which, the inflamed and de- 
luded multitude have frequently broke down the 
conſtitutional boundary of power, to the total ruin 
and ſubverſion of ſome of the wiſeſt ſyſtems of go- 
vernment, that have ever prevailed in the world. 


And whereas, of late ſome of theſe ſturdy beggars * 
have appeared amongſt us, to the great diſturbance s! 
of the peace and government of this city and king- "Th 
dom, who have moſt audaciouſly and impudently oy 
preſumed to make my name ſubſervient to the vile on 
popes of abuſing his M——y, in the perſon of out Th 
molt excellent chief g——r, K 

Now, know all men by theſe preſents, that I do OY 
deſpiſe, deteſt, and abjure all thoſe falſe ſcandalous Fes 
and malicious libels, publiſhed lately in my name, in . 
my name, in a paper falſely called the Fi Ty 
Journar ; a paper which, like its principal abettor 
and ſupporter, wears a ſpecious title and frontiſpiece, * 3 
to cover the fouleſt deligns of deceit and deluſion, Tj 
and which ſeems to intend nothing leſs than the le- g 
velling all orders of magittracy, introducing confuſion = g 
and anarchy in the community, in order that ſome N 
who have much ambition and little virtue, may lay ug, 
hold on a conſiderable degree of power and wealth in 2 
the ſcramble. "hp 

And, whereas, I have always exerſed an extenſive WW, . 
juriſdiction over all ſorts of beggars within bis Ma- = 
jeſty's kingdom of Ireland, and do apprehend that I e 


have an undoubted right to puniſh all ſturdy beggars, T 
of what degree or denomination ſoever who may hap- 
pen to infelt the court or the city, and therefore I 
think it proper to give certain marks and tokens by 

which 
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which each tribe may be diſtinguiſhed ; and firſt, the 
-pithet Sturdy Beggar, is applied to thoſe beggars, 


lo 19. 


etimes 


irn, who, clamourous and obſtreperous, fairly incline to 
a, bully us out of our benevolence, and follow us with 
e vo. uch inceſſant noiſe, that we are ſometimes ay. 
1 to throw them a trifle to get rid of them. By this 


ſpecies is the c rt very much infeſted of late 
years; a knit brow, a clinched fiſt, and a volley of 
abuſe is their method of begging, a penſion or place 
from a L—d L——t, and at the ſame time they beg 
we will take their words for it, that they beg no- 


ion of 
iption 
ble to 
to li- 
nd de- 


6 thing but for the public good. 

T = They alſo beg our univerſal aſſent to the following 
of poſitions, which contain ſome of the moſt important 
F 8” articles of the Sturdy Beggars creed : 


| That all kings, princes, miniſters, governours, 
magiſtrates, &c. &c. are villains, and that true vir- 
tue only reſides in the MOB, 


eggats 


'bance 


be a That it is poſſible to be a true patriot without one 
we vil private virtue; that is, that it may be poſſible to love 
f the whole, and hate the parts. 

"on That the baſeſt ingratitude for benefits publickly 
18 acknowledged to have been received from a great 
lalous man, by publiſhing, (or at leaſt ſuffering to be pub» 


liſhed) ſcandalous libels againſt him, is a virtue in- 


ne, u Witicely conſiſtent with patriotiſm. | 

en , That freedom of ſpeech and freedom of ſentiment, 
Dettor Hare only to be allowed to the ſons of freedom, i. e. 
2 ſturdy beggars. 5 
6 12 That the firſt per ſonage in the kingdom, perhaps 
fog : for veracity as well as ſtation, is not to be believed, 
| = but inuendos and ſhrugs are to be credited; inſinua- 


ting, that he had told a lie to the nation; that vir- 
7, 155 tue is vice in oppoſition to them, and vice virtue in 
9 conjunction with them. x 
That it is true patriotiſm to pull his M=——y 


enſſve by the noſe, by the hand of his vicegerent here, 


Ma- 


hat 1 henever he refuſes to relinquiſh a moſt eſſential 
boat, branch of his royal prerogative. 
Saks, That it is abſolutely neceſſary at all times, for po- 


mn pular orators and leaders of parties, to give all poſſi- 


ns by 
which 


ble oppoſition to the regular operations of govern- 
| ment 


greatly contributed to the entertainmeut of the town 
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ment, and to miſrepreſent the beſt endeavours and in- futur 
tentions of g—rs towards the real happineſs of thi 
kingdom, till ſuch time as they are gratified in their 
demands, however unreaſonable. 

Now, whereas we have great reaſon to believe 
that no argument will be ſufficient, however ſound 


and convincing, to filence theſe ſturdy orators, ex- A 
cept the argumentum aureum, which made. even fix ſc 
Demoſthenes Philipize, and as it will be found im- char 
poſſible to ſtop the mouths of theſe craving mendi- reſot 
cants, who, like the Hidra's heads, ate multiplying mot! 
in a proportion of not leſs than ten to one that is ta- Pi 
ken off, without laying on additional and grievous} on 


taxes, and thereby oppreſſing the people to ſave the 
conſtitution. 

Be it therefore known, that to obviate theſe in- 
conveniences, and prevent as far as in us hes, the 
threatening danger, it is our will and pleaſure, that 
for the future, the great aſſembly room called Mendi- 
cant-hall, ſhall be ſubject to the regulations and 
prices of doth theatres, the profits and emolument: 
ariſing from which, to be employed by the managers, 
in rewarding ſuch performers as are bleſſed with the 
ſoundeſt lungs, and the moſt obdurate throats ; but 
with a particular ſtipulation in favour of our right 
truſty couſin, in mendicancy, Phlogus, who hath ſo 


\ 


or more than twenty years palt : 
Which is, that the faid Phlogus being almoſt ſu- 
peranuated, ſhall have liberty to repeat Nis part fit- 
ting, and alſo that he ſhall enjoy an excluſive right of 
giving out the entertainment to the town, ſomewhat 
after the following manner; On ——— will be 
preſented a farce, called S—-p—n—l B—Il, —— for 
the benefit of Phlogus, and ſome other capital per- 
former; or on — — next will be preſented 2 
tragedy, called Ad——| Ex e, Or a new way 
to acquire popularity; and moreover, from that fa- 
vourable reception with which the performances of 
ſome capital actors have been honoured, as was ma- 
nifeſt from the loud plaudits which they received in 
the hall, there is great reaſon ſo ſuppoſe, that for the 
future 
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ence, halfpence, and farthings, may be 
1980 Rom the allery. It is my will then in ſuch 
caſe, all ſuch ſmall money ſhall be folely appropriated 
to the uſe of Phlogos, in conſideration of ſome diſ- 
appointments which he hath lately ſuffered in pecu- 
niary matters, 


And whereas it hath always been cuſtomary'to af- 
fix ſome moral or proverbial ſentence in conſpicuous 
charaQers, in theatres and other places of public 
reſort, my will is, that the following words be the 


motto for our hall, under my new regulation, 


POPULUS SI VULT DECIPI, DECIPIATUR. 


Given at our palace at Glaſſmahunyogue, the 29th 


'day of May, 1766. | 
BE 


 COOONnEeETTANLW' l 


: 
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to a conſideration of the ſeveral mbdes of 
government, which have heretofore, and which 
now ſubſiſt in the world, will find, that however 
well founded they may have been in wiſdom, pru- 


dence and good policy, towards obtaining (that 


bleſſing which it is the ſole end of all government 
to procure) the happineſs of the people, yet that 


this great purpoſe has generally been more' or leſs 


obſtructed by that ſuperiority, which the paſſions 
almoſt 1 N the e of 
mankind ; the certainty of this poſition is particu- 
larly manifeſt in mixed and popular governments, 
where ſometimes a greater and ſometimes a' leſſer 
number of the people have been entruſted with a 


* ſhare of the legillative, and often of the executive 
power, and amongſt whom contrariety ofſentiment, 
Vor. I. E and 
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] and diſtraction of * has ever been found to 
i ka the moſt dreadful conſequences. The 
iſtory of the ſeveral commonwealths of Greece, 
(particularly of Athens,) and Rome, as well as of 
ſome of a more modern date, abound with exam- 
ples of this melancholy truth, and affords every 
wiſe man the greateſt reaſon ts apprehend that (as 
the ſame effects naturally follow the ſame cauſes) 
the conſtitution of theſe kingdoms may be greatly 
injured, if not brought to a diſſolution, by the ve- 
ry perſons who would. be underſtood to intend 
chiefly its ſupport, but who, it is very apparent, 
aim at;exalting themſelves to wealth and power, 
notwithſtanding all thoſe ſpecious and patriotic 
pretences, by which the bulk of mankind have al- 
ways. been. deluded—We enjoy a conſtitution or 
form of government, ſimilar to that of our elder 
* ſiſter, except in ſome reſtrictions neceſſary to ſe- 
cute that dependance which is juſtly due to her, 
on account of that protection and ſupport which 
« ſhe is at all times ready to afford us; a conſtitution 
« conſiſting of three eſtates, to each of which a pro- 
portion of power is attributed, with an intention 
of forming that due and proper equipoiſe of pow- 
er, ſo eſſentially neceſſary to the exiſtence of a mix- 
ed government; but the limits of the power depo- 
* fited with each eſtate not being aſcertained, and 
generally known,” © is the cauſe,” © (to uſe the words 


of a late polical writer of the firſt magnitude) that 


introduces thoſe ſtrugglings in the ſfate about pre- 
+ rogative and liberty, about encroachments of the 
« few, upon the rights of the many, and of the ma- 
ny upon the privileges of the few; which ever did, 
„and ever will, it is to be feared, conclude in tyran- 
„% ny: Firſt, either of the few or the many, but at 
„ laſt infallibly of a ſingle perſon, for whichever of 


the three diviſions in the ſtate is upon the ſcramble, 


for more power than its own, (as one or other of 
them generally is) unleſs due carp be taken by the 
« other two; upon every new queſtion that ariſes, 
„they will beſure to decide in favour of l 
3 
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talk much of inherent right, they will nouriſh up a 
« dormant power, and reſerve privileges in petto, to 
« exert, upon occaſions, to ſerve expedients, and to 
' urge upon neceſſities. They will make lar 
« mands and ſcanty conceſſions, ever coming off con- 


4 


de- 


ſiderable gainers : thus, at length, the ballance is 


« broke, and tyranny let in—from which door of the 
three, it matters not.” 


Thus it fared with the Romans, whoſe conſti- 
tution, from its foundation by Romulus, to its 
ſubverſion by Julius Cæſar, a few interruptions ex- 
cepted, ſeems not to have been very diffimilar from 
that of England, from the Norman conqueſt to this 
_ during which wen of time the commons in- 
creaſed in power and property, and gained upon 
the nobles by ſuch wok, Rides, as ended to the 
intite ſubverſion of the ballance, and left the Re- 
publick expoſed to the too ſucceſsful praQices of 
* den, demagogues and pretended patriots, who 
deflroyed the wiſeſt Republick, and enſlaved the 
nobleſt ſet of men, that ever the world exhibited. 
By what means and gradations this was brought 
about, the brevity which I have preſcribed to my- 
ſelf, will not ſuffer me to recount, but which any 
perſon may be ſatisfied in, on peruſing the ſlighte 
compendium of the Roman hiſtory, where he may 
trace the progreſſion of popular tyranny, under 
the influence and direQion of popular leaders, and 
orators, through its ſeveral ſtages, from Junius Bru- 
tus and his colleagues, in the firſt tribunate, to the 
bloody periods of the Grachi, Marius, Sylla, 
Pompey and Cæſar, who gave the coup de grace 
to the liberty of Rome. | 
* Thus it fared with the Athenians, who, depart- 
ing from the wiſe inſtitutions of their great legiſla- 
tor Solon, who had prepared for them a model of 
government, which alſo bore a conſiderable reſem- 
blance to that now ſubſiſting amongſt us, conſiſtin 
of an Archon, or chief magiltrate, a Senate of 400, 
choſen by an hundred out of each tribe, which ap- 
pears to have been a body repreſentative of the 
people; although in _ caſes the people collec- 
2 © tive 


« ſervers of their country, and to whoſe memory all 
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« tive reſerved a ſhare of power to themſelves, 
« which, it muſt be confeſſed, they did moſt ſhame- 0 
fully abuſe; for, bloated with pride, and turbulent * th 
« of ſpirit, (vices, which, in our own age and nation 
« ave are no ſirangers to) and unable to uſe that of 
power which their great law-giver had committed 
to them, with wifdom and moderation, they not only 
inſulted, but proceeded to oſtraciſe, baniſh, fine, 
« confine, and put to death, under the influence of 
popular leaders and orators, ſome of the moſt ſhi- 
ning characters that ever appeared in any commu- 
* nity; ſuch as Miltiades, Ariſtides, Themiſtocles, 
« Pericles, Alcibiades, and Phocion; men who me- 
« rited, were honoured, and lamented, as the pre- 


ages ſince have paid a due veneration; nor does 
it appear, that after Phocion they ever could boaſt 
of a man of equal abilities with thoſe already men- 
. tioned ; but were ſoon after conquerred and inſult- 
ed by Alexander's ſucceſſors, and continued a mean 
and inconſiderable ſtate, without fame or character, 
© till in the end, they fell with the reſt of Greece, 
under the domination of the Romans. 

Thus (ſays my author) was the moſt powerful 
« commonwealth of all Greece, after great degenera- 


A «a a4 „ 


« cies from the inſtitutions of Solon, utterly deſtroy- . T 
« ed, by that raſh, jealous and inconſtant humour of 2 
« the people, which was never ſatisfied to ſee a ge- Bs 
« neral either victorious or unfortunate: ſuch ill ; 8e 
« judges as well as rewarders, ha ve popular aſſem- , © 
„ blies been, of thoſe who beſt deſerved from : 4s 
« them.” is. I a 
Many more inſtances might be produced fiom än- os 
« cient, as well as modern hiſtory, to prove that po- ; > 
« pular encroachments in mixed governments, have 2 by 
often been deſtructive, and are always dangerous to * 
that ballance of ower, which is neceſſary to conſti- «b 
< tute a well ordered ſyſtem of government; and it is = 
« demonſtrable, that if that ak is at any time : 10 
to preponderate, it is ſafeſt when in fayour of a p þ 


« ſingle perſon or a few, rather than the many, be- 
* becauſe the moſt tytannic monarchy, ariſtocracy, 
* Or 
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or oligarchy, muſt at firſt ſight appear more elligible 
than anarchy, which naturally muſt follow from 
* the multitudes, being in poſſeſſion. of a plenitude 
* of power, 
have been led into theſe refleQions from a confi- 
« deration of the great increaſe of the power of the 
* commons, ina 1 kingdom, fince the reign 
* of Henry the VIIth, and eſpecially ſince the revolu- 
tion; and alſo of that aſſumption of power in the 
commons of this kingdom ſince a much later period, 
and from an apptehenſion that an over exertion of that 
power, in endeavouts or ſtruggles for its extention, 
may diſorder that ballance, on the equipoiſe of which 
* the ſafety of the conſtitution depends. . 
It does not appear, that the commons in Eogland 
* enjoyed any conſiderable ſhare of power from the 
Norman conqueſt to the period of Henry the VIIch, 
* when villanage was aboliſhed, and permiſſion given 
* to the nobility to alienate their lands, in order to 
© break their power, which fora great number of years 
© had been mw formidable to the crown, and a till 
* greater acceſſion of power was obtained by the com- 
* mons (on the diſſolution of the abbies in the follow- 
* ing reign) who along with the lands, got poſſeſſion 
in a great meaſure of the power of the clergy. 
* Theſe circumſtances, together with the increaſe of 
trade which followed the diſcovery of the new woild, 
* gave the commons ſuch power and conſequence as 
* enabled them, in ſome time after, not only to con- 
tend with, but to overturn and deſtroy the powers 
* and rights of the two other eſtates; in confequence 
* of which, a popular tyranny immediately ſucceeded, 
and that, according to the uſual courſe of ſuch revo- © 
* Jutions, was inſtantly followed by the abſolute ty- 
* ranny of a deſpotic demagogue. | 
It is true, the old conſtitution was again reſtored, . 
* but under the reign of two weak princes, ſo miſ- 
managed, that a revolution became abſolutely neceſ- 
* fary to preſerve the ballance; and by that revolution, 
the people became poſſeſt of, perhaps, a greater mea- 
* ſure of power than conſiſted with a due equipoiſe, 
* notwithllanding which, they have ever ſince con- 
E 3 * tinued 
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* tinned their endeayours to extend it, which, ſhould 
they ſucceed in, the conſequence, will, in all human 
probability be, as heretofore, the ruin of the con. 
* mon-wealth, 

* If theſe examples are true, andthe reaſoning upon 
them juſt, what friend to his country would with x 
further extenſion of the power of the commons, 
Are collective or repreſentative bodies of men more 
* exempt from folly, vice and infirmity, than indivi. 
* duals? that they ſhould be intruſted with the Summum 
* Imperji ; or rather have they not in all ages been 
made the dupes of popular orators, demagoguey, 
* tribunes, or, according to modern phraſe, great 
* ſpeakers and leaders; men ſubjeQ to the paſſions of 
* revenge, malice and pride, and in particular to the 
vice of our preſent age and country, avidity of weal!h 
* for purpoſes of diſſipation ; ſurely then, if the ballance 
« of the conſtitutional power cannot with ſafety be 
* committed to ſuch hands, it is time to give a check 
to the tow'ring hopes and expectations of ſuch pre- 
* tended patriots, except we are diſpoſed to become 
* our own dupes, by uſurping power in truſt for them, 
to the great injury of the conſtitution, 

We are, as I have before obſei ved, under a ſtate 
* of conſtitutional dependance on Great Britain, a de- 
0 nue to which we owe that freedom and peace 
from whence every improvement 1a art and ſcience 
* hath been derived to us. 

Our parent country, as indeed it may be . 
ly called, found us in a ſtate of nature, nay worſe, a 
« ftate of depraved and corrupt nature, torn and di- 
« vided by inteftine diviſions amongſt the dignitaries 
* or chiefs, and the people under the moſt abject con- 
dition of ſlaviſh dependance, groaning under an 
* accumulated load of civil, military, and religious 
' oppreſlion. 

: Ie took us under its care and ptotection, communi- 
« cated to us its ſalutary laws and inſtitutions for our 
* government, in the room of uſages and cuſtoms 

+ which were a diſgrace to humanity ; ſent its natives 
* amongſt us to improve our underſtandingy, poliſh our 
manners, cultivate arts and ſciences, and 17 us 
_ * from 
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« from ourſelves ; all this it did at an immenſe expence, 
«and at times when it could receive no retucn, It has 
continued to promote our happineſs, by granting us 
« every law for the extenſion of our trade and manu- 
factures, ſo far as they may not be found injurious to 
their own ; and can we with juſtice expect more? It 
« hath covered us with its fleets, and protected us by 
its armies, fiom the deſigns of our enemies, in con- 
* ſequence of which, we were in the full enjoyment 
of the bleſſings of peace and plenty, whilſt the reſt 
of Europe was laid waſte by the ravages of war; 
and it has done this for us without loading us with 
additional taxes, though its own debt is become fo 
" eNOrMOUS, | 

Nov, after ſo many and ſo great benefits received 
during a courſe of near 600 years, without attempt- 
ing to violate thoſe laws, or injure that conſtitution 
« which we certainly derive from England; can any 
man ſeriouſly believe that it is either her inclina- 
tion or intereſt to oppreſs us? Credat judæus 
* apella ; for my part, I cannot entertain ſuch an 
opinion, | 

To what end then are thoſe rumours ſpread? Jea- 
© louſies and apprebenfſions infuſed into the minds of 
the people once in two years, as if every ſeſſion was to 
be the laſt of our liberty ? Is it for the public good? 
No certainly; but for the private and particular emo- 
* lument of party leaders and popular orators, who 
make every honeſt conſideration ſubſervient to the 
* baſe purpoſe of deluding the multitude, iuto a co- 
operation with their ſelfilh meaſures. 

Of this, the year Fifty-three afforded us examples, 
* which ought not to be ſuddenly obliterated from our 
* memories, as well as ſome later periods, wherein 
different movements of the ſame game hath been ex- 
© hibited—but to recur to my original argument: If 
* it appears that popular power, and popular inſolence, 
is increaſing amongſt us, under the conduct of po- 
« pular leaders, by the following ſymptoms; that a 
* preſs is eſtabliſhed on factious principles, and in ex- 
« preſs oppoſition to government, which will publiſh 


* no ſentiments but thoſe x one party; that the perſons 
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of the higheſt order of magiſtracy are inſulted, and 
* the charactets of all orders libelled and turned into 
* ridicule and contempt ; that the mob are ſpirited up 
* on various occaſions, to tumultuous and riotous 
* meetings; in order to favour the ſiniſter purpoſes of 
* particular men; and that in conſequence of ſuch 
practices in the city, a ſpirit of uneaſineſs and diſ- 
ſatis faction is propagated in ſeveral parts of the coun- 
*tiy ; If theſe, I fay, may be conſidered as ſymptoms 
of the luxuriance of popular power amongſt us, it is 
* high time to look to the ballance, that the common- 


wealth may ſuffer no damage. 
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Fram the MERCURY in Parliament-ſtreet. 


The COCK and the DOV ES. A FaBLE. 


IN farmer's yard one ſummer's day, 
A pair of dowes like nature gay, 

Sat bill to bill ;—with ſcornful eye 

And haughty port, a cock went by ; 

He went, but ſoon return'd again, 

And twenty hens compos d his train: 

He crow'd, and near the doves he drew, 

And rang d his females full in view ; 

The doves, of all regardleſs flill, 

Their attitude wwas Jill to bill: 

The cock, impatient of the fight, 

With humbled wanity and ſpight, 

Thus taunting cry'd : * Methinks all day 

Two faithful doves can bill and play: 

If bleſt, indeed, as ye pretend, 

Your bliſs is vaſt, and without end ! 

But I'm convinc'd 'tis all pretence ! 

Can one to one ſuch joys diſpenſe ? 

J. with a thouſand beauties bleſt, 

Careſſing all, by all careſs'd ; 

* Net I can beaſt more bliſs than you, 

* If theſe pretended joys are true. 


e TT. 


Hence, 


No. 20. 


ed, and 
ned into 
ited up 
TIOtous 
Doſes of 
of ſuch 
ind dil. 
e coun- 
nptoms 
us, it is 
mmon- 


„18 


cel. 


R. 


The BATCHELOR. 81 


No. 20. 


Hence, with your oftentatious loves ! 
/ hate all hypocritic doves !' 

With plumage warying in the ſun, 
To u rais'd his head, and thus begun: 
&« Abuſive ſcorner ! falſly wain ! 


A 


Unmov'd, your inſult we ſuſtain ! 
« Our mated loves, endear'd by truth, 
« Survive the tranſient bloom of youth. 
« Not with the hiſs our pleaſure ends; 
« Not lowers only—doves are friends, 
« Thro life, but one our mutual aim, 
« Our fears, hopes, wiſhes, all the ſame : 
« Unlov'd, unloving, wretched bird! 
« With female rakes, a rake you herd. 21 
« IWhen flung by jealouſy or rage, | 
* You bold, and Bloody combat wape, 
« Of all your train will one fland by 
« With panting breaſt and wiſbful eye? 
« You fal- another fills your place; 
« Moſt welcome till, the neweſt face.” 
As meet, her place, Tom's female knew, 
(In Turtles prudent wives we view) 
Silent ſhe ſat, with rapture high; 
Full on dear Tom was fix'd her eye, 
—Yet as he fniſt d, tis confeſs'd, 
She ard her neck, and rear'd her creſt, 
As ꝓroud to gun the glorious cauſe, 
And clapt her wings, and cod d applauſe. | 
* Go 'l' (oryft{the cock) my ſoul diſdains * n 
* To make reply Go !- hug your chains !* 
He ſcarce had ended, when behold, 
A rival comes, as young, as bold : 
His wanton wiſh, his looks proclaim ! 
With anſwering looks the females came; 
His wiſh they crown'd, he crows ala; 
His death the rival'd boaſter vow'd : | 
They fight; and dreadful feenes enſue, 
Their females unconcern'd; withdrew, 
This dies; our hero maim'd, ſurvives. ' an 
The {corn of all his twenty wives. 
Opprobriqus now he hangs his hend; 
Ane mourn the wounded, nor the dead TERA, 
E 5 Ker 
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New rakes, new loves, new broils ſucceed, 
They riot, envy, fight and bleed ; 

With ſpeechleſs joy the Turtles glow'd, 
Their joys their meeting glances ſbonu d: 
And bleſs'd the gracious power above, 
That each at firſt was form'd a dove. 

Let others take from cocks their cue 

And range wide nature's common thro' ; 
By deoves inſtructed, you and I, 

Each with bis one can live and die. 


No. 21. Saturday, June 9. 


—— 


GREEABLE to the promiſe of my correſpon- 
dent, Miſs LeTTyY Love-youTHn, ſhe has 
ſent me the following extract from the debates of 


the fir ft /eſfion of the FEMALE PARLIAMENT, 
Die jovis 20 Maii 1766. 


HE bill for the reformation of abuſes bein 


s 
. read, the debates were opened by Miſs 
* TATTLE-WELL, 


Mrs. SPEAKER, 


* 'Tis not without a ſenſible glow of complacency, 
I behold this auguſt body, aſſembled to deliberate 
on ſo important an affair, ſo national a concern, as 
the reformation of theſe abuſes, that unbinge the 
ſyſtem of order, decency, and diſtind ion. Too 


diſagteeable ſuppoſition, and I am ſorry to ſay, fo 
well founded afperſions of ignorance, affectation, 
inconſtancy, folly and faſhion, Toolong have they, by 
ſervileimitationof monitrous modes, danced after the 
ridiculous abſurdity of French whims, and ſubmitted 
to the tyrannic rules of a-la-mode travelled ladies, 
who would hoodwink reaſon, and hedge-hog the 
moſt beauteous part of the creation, Is there a pa- 
«* triot 


long have the females of this iſle groaned under the 
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triot eye that does no weep over the wounds of 
their country? Who can behold our manufaQures 
deſpiſed, our artiſts diſcouraged, a French mono- 
poly of frizeurs, and the dropſical exceſſes to which 
modern. heads are ſwoln, and not without founda- 
tion conclude, that the very baſis of our conſtitu- 
tion is ſhook, the frame is tottering, and abuſes call 
aloud for reformation ? Are we ever to be blinded- 
by the enemies” politicks? Is not the introduction 
of language and faſhion the firſt ſymptoms of ſub- 
verſion ? Can our enemies want powerful advocates 
among the men, who have already debauched the 
. of the women? What dreadful. re- 
volutions have had their riſe from leſs important 
occaſions, both ancient and modern hiſtory tell us. 
How many Pompadours have been the ſecret ſpring 
of the vaſt machine, and ruled the reins of govern- 
ment? How many Miniſters are under petticoat 
rule? How many eleQtions are carried by the wo- 
men? None but a ſtranger in politics can be igno- 
rant of this; and how flowing, how natural the 
concluſion, that a Fiench head ſhould have a French 
heart, and aFrench—I tremble for the conſequences. 
How many of theſe mode-mad, cen" daughters 
of Ireland, are ready to barter their country for a 
French head, or a French filk ? and how many of 
our loquacious patriots would ſacrifice themſelves 
to a penſion, or pretty face? O] my country! And 
to whom do we owe theſe monſtrous abſurdities ? 
to ſuperanuated maids, who, like Jephti's daughter, 
w2ep over her virginity, in all the pomp of funeral 
parade; to grey-headed- coquets, who, under the 
diſguiſe of paint and curls, haunt publick places, 
to beg the douceurs of all well diſpoſed geutlemen; 
to ſhameleſs gambling dowagers, who would co- 
ver a caru-tattered conſtitution, and crackt com- 
plexion, under a monſtrous mop of wool and hair. 
Can theſe be patterns of talte and decency, who 
have renounced both? For ſhame, ariſe then, aſ- 
ſert your liberty, thine once mote in the beauty of 
native innocence, and the unborrowed graces of 
nature, and leave theſe old Friezland heas to add 
*to 
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to their deformity, by the borrowed charms of a 
muttoned head. Shall we, on whom nature hag 
laviſhed her graces, diſhonour the duſt of our grand- 
mothers, who ſcorned the tawdry improvements of 
foreign folly, and ſhined in the homeſpun elegance 
of natural ſimplicity ? And let me obſer ve, that in 
vain the Britiſh thunder roar'd unrivalled on the 
plains of Minden, in vain has the blood and trea- 
ſure of Britain been laviſhed, to humble an aſpir- 
ing enemy ; in vain have the Britiſh banners waved 
triumphant in the ſcorching plains of Aſia and Afric, 
or the ſnow-cap'd mountains of America; if the 
nobler part of the nation yet wear the badge of 
flavery, and carry about their heads ſo many 
trophies of the enemy's conqueſt. Were my opi- 
nion of weight enough to prevail with this ho- 
nourable houſe, ſuch 2 would be taken as 
would effeQtually extirpate this growing evil, root 
and branch: and, let me conclude, like, the great 
commoner, and wiſh that the ſentiments of my 
heart were inſcribed, not on my tomb-ſtone, (as I 
am not yet tired of life) but on my cap, that the 
preſent age might ſee there is one ſuperior to its 
corruption.” - 


To the BATCHELOR. 


«SIR, 

OUR obliging compliments were extremely 
agreeable to me, though I am conſcious of 

not deſerving them; ſo pleaſing is genteel flattery 
to all my ſex. Your propoſal of adaitting me into 
the Female Parliament, is an honour far beyond my 
moſt ſanguine wiſhes; though I know mylelf to be 
quite unequal to the arduous taſk, as it requires 
more than common abilities to entitle a perſon to a 


ſeat in'the fenate-houſe, yet, if Miſs Love-youth, 


and the other honourable members, deign to re- 
ceive unworthy me into their councils, I here con- 
firm to them what you have promiſed for me, that 
no bribes whatſoever, not even the prevailing ones 
| * yOu 
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you have mentioned, ſhall influence me to betray 
the public good: but I will not make a clamour a- 
bout patriotiſm, like ſome modern pretenders to 
that noble virtue. As an inducement for the wor- 
thy ladies to admit me, | muſt inform them, that 
I am free from moſt of the modiſh foibles you ob- 
ject againſt: I never had my hair French'd but 
once, and that was. in Jer ay with another 
perſon's deſire : raviſhing as Tenducci's voice is, I 
cannot die away at Arbaces' ſoft, unintelligible 
complaints, though I melt into tears with vener- 
able, unfortunate Lear, and ſympathize with the 
lovely Counteſs of Saliſbury's agony for her child, 
torn from her arms. I never ſet my foot out of 
my native country, for whom I have that reve- 
rence all her children owe her, though, like Go- 
neril and Regan, ſome of them throw off all filial 
tenderneſs and duty; and I difſike all French pro- 
ductions, except thoſe of their wit; theſe, I own, 
I am an admirer of, If you will lay this before 
Mrs. Speaker, and I am received into that reſpect- 
able body, I ſhall always endeavour to prove my- 
ſelf worthy of the truſt repoſed in, 


Sir, your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
© IncocntTx” 


——_—rh 


From the MERCURY # Paliament-ſtreet 


In the much lamented, and moſt tragical death of 
the celebrated patriot, PHLoGos, who, on Satur- 
day the 31ſt ultimo, was barbarouſly murdered 
by ſome perſons unknown, on College green, where 
he was found in the 'mornihg, a little after five, 
with his head ſeparated from his body. 


Quis deſideriis fet pudar, aut madus Poke 
Tam chari capittt = == „ Hex. 


S then the worthy Phlogos dend? 
And has our patron loft his head? 


ih me, what wile, infernal pack 
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A nefl of rogues for miſchief keen, 
Who ſometimes meet on C G*uu# 


Diſpos'd alike to kill and rob, 


No doubt, 


hawe done the wicked jobb ; 


Defiroy'd the pillar of the ſlate, 
And robb'd our patriot of his pate |! 


And now, 


alas, by wway of ſcoff, 


The bloody knawes who cut it off, 
( As if to pacify his ghoſt) 
Hawe dar d to fix it on a poft ; 
A poft, for which he us'd to ſtrive, 
But ne er could compaſs, when alive. 
His trunk amid the common herd 
4 male factors lies interr'd ; 

he lowly manſion only known 
By this inſcription on the ſtone : 
„% Here lies a wit, without a head, 
« 4 $***#*®*,. a0ho wanted bread ; 
*«« A D***** often feed for killing, 
« A man of ſbow without a ſhilling : 
« A patriot, who. to gel a name, 
« Still kept bis country in a flame : 


% An ill report againſt a biſhop 


« Achurch-man 77705 to filb up 


« And (what muſt ſurely ſeem more odd) 


« 4 /aint 
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without the fear of God.” 


”y 


3 —-&f x* oC. L—- 
= ” — — - — — 


Saturday, June 14. 


—_— 


Aliguando dulce eft inſanire. 
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«SIR, 


a @@ aa 


HO” I meet with daily mortifications for 

having neglected in my youth to learu the 
polite accompliſhment of dancing, I have not the 
courage to attempt at acquiring a knowledge o 
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« that agile ſcience, The truth is, I have been bu- 
« ried at ſchool and at college, till I am near thirty 
« years of age, and find a ſtrange repugnance in me 
« to capering, for according to the old adage, nemo 
« ſaltat ſobrius. And indeed, what kind of a figure 

doth a man of any ſenſe and 2 make, in ſkip- 
ping about to the tickling of a ſheep's gut, by a 
« little hair and rofin ! Yet what muſt I do? There is 
« a neceſſity for me to get married, and I am half in 
love with four or five young females of my ac- 
+ quaintance ; but I find I ſhall ſtand no chance to 
« get into the 7 aver graces of any one of them, with- 
out I qualify myſelf to walk a minuet with her: 
« and, to mend the matter, my greateſt favourite is ſo 
immodetately fond of this kind of exerciſe, that it is 
hardly poſſible for her to fit ſtill on an ordinary vi- 
fit, if the hears but a kit or a violin. If I thought 
it would not make me egregiouſly ridiculous, I 
would yet learn to caper. What think you of 
it Mr. Wagſtaffe ?—tell me ingenuouſly how I ſhall 
act in this affair. Shall I make a fool of myfelf to 
get a wife, or ſhall I be a whit the leſs fool, if I 
determine to remain, as you have done, 


A BaTCHELOR, 


I am aftoniſhed to think a gentleman of univerſit 
ducation, ſhould be at a loſs for a precedent to juſtify 
im in an honeſt endeavour to qualify himſelf for the 
avour of the ladies. Can he be ignorant that So- 
rates himſelf learned to dance at twice his age; or 
hat in anſwer to his maxim, nemo faltat ſobrius, 
dancing is incompatible with wiſdom,” we may op- 
doſe another of equal or ſuperior authority, as in my 
notto, 

They, who in general walk by rule, 

May ſometimes wiſely play the fool. 
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* To the BATCHELOR. 


*SI R, | 
15 plainly your drift in being ſo hot on endes 


vouring to conſtitute a Parliament of women, 
as propoſed by your ſenſible correſpondent, LE TN 
Love-YoUuTH, and aſſented to by your batchelorſhip. 
— There is a ſnake in the graſs. —You, with al 
your ſeeming morality, and upright declarations 
appear now in my opinion, to be what your cor- 
reſpondent, OBADIAH PLaincoat, ſurmiſed, x 
wolf in ſheep's cloathing. — So, Mr. Wagſtaffe, 
you want to be in the female committees, and ty 
wriggle yourſelf into all their ſecrets. It is luck 
for the ladies they have diſcovered you in time, o 
you certainly would have diſcovered them. Beſid 
this reaſon for not giving into your propoſal, I hay: 
others, which I will lay before your readers, i 
you will permit me. 
« I grant, that the women of this kingdom have 
an equal right with the men, to be repreſented in 
parliament ; and it is a mere conceit to ſay, that a 
there is no difference between the very old people 
of both ſexes, old men being commonly called old 
women; the older and witer part of the ſex; at 
leaſt, have their repreſentatives already. It is ng 
leſs abſurd to infinuate, that ſeveral great men are 
no other than the repreſentatives of their wives. 
Such a parliament would be attended with num 
berleſs inconveniences ; for, if the women were to 
chuſe them, it is pteſumed, that the greate/t merit 
upon earth, nay, even bribery itielf,” would not be 
able to procure any woman of tolerable beauty to 
be elected, fo that this would he the uglieſt affen. 
bly in the creation, and muit, in the eye of all the 
world, tend very much to the diſcredit of the Iriſh 
beauty ſo highly adniired : whereas, if the men 
were the electors, the houſe would be ſuch a for 
midable aſſembly of angels, chat it might very 
much endanger the liberty of every man, even te 
„fit 
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liſt up bis eyes at them, which at preſent the 
meaneſt of us may do in a modeſt and humble man- 
ner at our member, * 
In a company the other evening where your pa- 
per was produced, and Miſs Love-youth's letter 
read, with your ſubſequent paper; the wiſe of 
a member of parliament, who was one of the com- 
pany, ſaid, ſhe did not approve of your ſcheme, 
but thought that the wiſe of every parliament man 
ſhould be admitted to a right of ſpeaking and vot- 
ing on every queſtion: this I objected to, for a3 
huſbands and wives commonly differ in opinion, it 
is to be feared the court would conſtantly have a 
minority in the houſe. I proceeded further in my 
objections, and concluded thus, —** To wave 4 


great many other trite exceptions, to ſuch an her- 


maphrodite aſſembly, I apprehend the men might 
with ſome reaſon inſiſt, that, as the privileges of 
parliament are not abſolutely limited, it would be 
a queſtion, whether a kiſs, or a ſqueeze by the 
hand, or the gallanting a fan, might not be con- 
ſtrued a breach of privilege? nay, whether it 
might not be unſafe to affront the lap-dog or parrot 
of a member of parliament.” 
I think the moſt equitable method is, that for the 
future every houſe of commons ſhould be eleCted by 
the women; a ſcheme, which as it would ef- 
feQually remove the grievances above complained 
of, ſo would it be attended with many good con- 
ſequences, and is liable, as I conceive, to no man- 
ner of exception ; unleſs perhaps, from aukward 
malecontents and out-of-faſhion patriots, whoſe 
ſentiments I apprehend, whether right or wrong, 
are not worth regarding. 
Several Lord Lieutenants in former times, have 
met with great obſtructions in their meaſures, par- 
ticularly of railing money, from a party of coun- 
try gentlemen who have been choſen by their 
neighbours and tenants ; now, by the ſcheme. [ 
propoſe, both theſe evils will be removed, and it 
will be rendered impoſſible for a mere country 
gentleman (I mean a ruſtic) ever to gain admiſſion 
- © mntko0 
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every part about us, fiom head to foot. 


into the houſe. By this method of election, the 
houſe of commons of Ireland, would become an 
aſſembly of the fineſt gentlemen in Europe; and u 
it would be likewiſe the ableſt bodied council it 
the world, might, in a literal ſenſe, be called the 
bulwark of the nation: for as no woman ſhould be 
ſuffered to vote till the age of twenty one (or i 
none but widows were to vote) all beaus and petit 
maitres would be abſolutely excluded. 

The beaſtly cuſtom of drinking, which prevail 
at eleQions, and really looks like the celebration 
of the orgies of Bacchus, would, by this ſcheme, 
be entirely aboliſhed, and dancing ſubſtituted in it 
ſtead, which, as it would greatly improve our gal. 
lantry, ſo it would complete the reſemblance of the 
French we have ſo long been labouring at, with 


* DeMockITVOs, junior, 


* P.S. If you publiſh this, you ſhall hear from me 
again ſhortly, on the ſame ſubject.“ 


—— 
— 


/ 


From the MERCURY in Parliament-ſtreet, 
Semper ego AUDITOR tantum.—_—— Juv. 


Mr. Hav, 
7H EN EVER I obſerve a political writer 


pour out his ſentiments in a manner ſuired 

rather to the paſſions, than to the underſtandings and 
reaſon of his readers, I ſuſpect his having ſome fel- 
fiſh deſign in view ; eſpecially when he ſuffers him- 
ſelf to run into an illiberal abuſe of perſons who 
happen to differ from him in opinion, or are placed 
in ſtations above his own.—It is poſlible, indeed, 
that an intemperate writer, or one who runs fu- 
riouſly into party zeal, may be an houeft man : we 
know, that in domeſtic and private lite, paſſionate 
perſons are, in the main, good-natured, and often 
lorry for having given ſcope to their anger: but a 
* & man 


2 
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on, the a man thus agitated, is the moſt unſit in the world 
dome an to commence a political writer. The miſchief done 
and u by the former is eaſily and ſoon tepaired; we ate 
uncil in induced to pity his weakneſs, and forgive the ſud- 
ed the den guſt of his choler, on account of the ſucceding 
ould be humanity he exerciſes, to repair his fault. —But it 
* X is not ſo with the latter, the politician: the warmth 
eli 


of His _ when it diſplays itſelf in print, makes 


, an impreſſion more laſting, perhaps, than his pro- 
prevail ductions, and he throws the greater part of his 
bratiot readers, who are the weak and untelligent, into that 
ſcheme, commorion of ſpirits, by which he himſelf appears 
dd in in influenced. 

* 85 « Litera ſcripta manet, is a true, and ſometimes a 


ſignificant ſaying : and, in private letters, the heat 
of the writer A productive of inconve- 
nience and detriment to himſelf; much more is the 
heat of the political adventurer likely to be ſo; and 
not to himſelf alone, but (what is much worſe) to 
numbers of that community, of which he happens 
to be a member; few of whom have the wiſdom or 
the diſcretion to ſtand neutral in the political dif- 
pute that he has raiſed. The multitude are ſplit 
and divided, and they liſt themſelves on this and 
that fide, according as they are actuated by their 
real or imaginaty intereſts, or by the paſſions that 
have been excited in them. They are totally and 
cruelly taught to hate, inſtead of loving one ano- 
ther. This ſort of political writer, who has not 


„ With 


junior, 


rom me 


reet. 


luv. 


writer his paſſions under a reaſonable controul, never ac- 
ſuited knowledges his errors ; for theſe he has a parental 
8. and and blind fondneſs ; nay, he goes on from error to 
me ſel⸗ error, from miſchief to miſchief, and gives a full 
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rs him- ſcope to all the irraſcible qualities interwoven in 
s who his nature and conſtitution, 
placed But, though I allow that a party-writer may hap- 


ndeed, « pen to be honeſt in intention, this good intention is 
ins fu- but a ſlender extenuation uf his crime; he, as I 
n > we * ſaid, keeps the public divided; and, for this very 
lionate WW © reaſon, ought to be treated as a madman, out of 
1 often whoſe band the ſword, that has been fooliſhly in- 

but a © truſted to him, ſhould be immediately wreſted : or 


A man © as 


| 
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as a Anave, who hopes to raiſe to himſelf an eath 
* and advantageous harveſt, by ſowing the ſeeds of 
* diſſention in the hot-bed of party. 

I ſhall ever be of this opinion, let the latent or 
* declared motives or pretences of ſuch men be what 
they may. We know ſome writers in this city, who 
have given much ſtronger tokens of their being ac- 
* tuated by a ſpirit of ſelfiſhneſs and faction, than by 
the ſpirit of patriotiſm ; who, though at ſome times, 
© they have affected to appear in the world, as fo 
many Catos, dying, or ready to die, for their Bleed. 
* ing country, have, at other times, deſcended to al 
* the meanneſs of flatterers and ſycophants ; laid hold 
* onevery tiifling opportunity tbat offered for diaw- 
* ing upon themſelves the public attention, and 
* courting popularity; tried every baſe and illibe1al 
method {or promoting their own intereſted pur- 
* poſes; and diſturbed the public, whoſe happineſs 
© and repoſe they ſhould principally endeavour to 
* eftablih- = - They have bellowed in the ſenate, 
© roared in the ſtieets, and dared to inſult even the 
ſeat of government itſelf, or rather the perſons ap- 
pointed to fill it, and to dire the great political 
* machine. Happily for the public, however, and 
* perhaps for themſelves too, theſe gentlemen have 
been treated with that negleQ and contempt which 
their audacity deſerved ; for their ambition would 
* {flill riſe, in proportion as it was from tine to time 
© gratified, —Government hath wiſely obſerved, that, 
* if ſome fat ſops had been thrown into the mouths 
of theſe perſons, this would be fo very far from 
* ſilencing clamour, that, in fact, it would be feeding 
* a ſpreading flame, for that others, following their 
example, would roar out too, and ſtretch forward 
* their maws, with appetites equally craving and 
* yoracious ; and that the revenue of the ſtate itſelf 
could not poſſibly gratify the increaſing number of 
* ſuch appetites. 

© If theſe vociferous gentlemen, who indeed have 
* ſome talents, would not abuſe or miſapply thoſe 


« talents, but employ them for nobler and better pur- 


** 


peſes, in cloſing, inſtead of widening the wavy 
* 0 
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itſelf 
Der of 


all productions that are calculated to ſow diſſention 
and diſcontent in the minds of the public, and for 
ſuch chiefy. as: 

„ hope, Mr. Hoey, for your own credit and 


0. 22 of the nation, (for the nation is wounded by the 
| early « prejudices, partialities, and wayward politics of | 
eds of © bigotted and ſelf-intereſted men) and in pointing 
«© out the means for uniting all parties in one com- 
ent or © mon, national, and political intereſt ; would they, I 
what « ſay, do this, they would act like patriots indeed ! 
, who WW « Inſtead of ſuch a ſalutary plan, they take a quite 
g ac « contrary courſe ; they have the temerity to traduce, 
an by 6 perſonally, not only the higheſt, but ſome of the 
times, © moſt reſpectable characters in the kingdom: they 
as fo © take pains to render magiſtracy inſignificant, and 
bleedd- « contemptible in the eyes of the populace : thus (for 
to 2ll « inſtance) a fat alderman and a gluttenous knawe are 
hold become ſynonimous terms; and this reſpectable, 
aw. uſeful, and neceſſary body of magiſtrates are, by 
» and turns, denounced fools, aſſes, knaves, and bloated 
iberal WY ſcoundrels. Such is the con/eftency of our political 
por: « regulators in their epithets and changes If one of 
pineſs « theſe, accepting an invitation to an aldermanic en- 
ur to « tertainment, has not a lord or a privy-counſellor 
znate, turned out of his chair, to make room for Him; we 
n the © are told, in the Factious Jour nal, that the gentleman 
2 finds himſelf under a neceſſity of going home to his 
litica BY © own dinner, becauſe (by the bye) he came too late 
„ And © to be admitted at the firſt, and could not fit at the 
have Wh « ſecond table, where perſons of higher rank than 
ich himſelf were contented to place themſelves Such 
vould Bl . prying eyes have ſome of our modern political wri- 
Leim © ters, and fo far do they diveſt themſelyes of com- 
that, mon decency, that even the kitchen of a great man 
ouths cannot eſcape their notice. Pity it is, that they 
from © have not been brought up in the occupations of 
eding Wl « larder-keepers, cooks, and ſcullions !—Thus, in 
their BY «© gone, the moſt trivial circumſtances are noiſed 
"Og * abroad, through a channel ever ready for receiving 
7 an 0 


hay * emolument, but principally for the ſake of the 
ten public, that you will keep clear of ſuch partialities 
ö * as diſtinguiſh the writings and the conduct of ſome 
2unds 
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of your cotemporary Journaliſts, My own ſenti- 


ment is, that you ſhould give place to all writings, 


« 
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indiſcriminately, pro and contra, that are ſent to 
you, if written with moderation, decency and ſenſe, 
and calculated for the inſtruction, not the diviſion 
of the public, For by this means, the true intereſt 
of the community will at length be ſet in a proper 
light, and better underitood, than it ever can be 
through any conveyance that is free only for the lu- 
Cubrations of one particular ſet of writers, and thoſe, 
for the moſt part, the moſt ſcurrilous and abuſive, 
the molt intemperate and inflammatory of any that 
ever yet appeared in this kingdom. 


I am, Sir, 
* Your very humble ſervant, 
* PHILANTHROPOS,” 


A POEM to LIBERTY. 


= O Liberty, thou goddeſs heawv'nly bright,” 


To what far diftant region art thou 1 8 


Ab, what prowol d thee hence to take thy flight, 


And leawe a wile impoſtor in thy lead ? 


A looſe, licentious, proud, imperious dame ; 


Intriguing, fadious, turbulent and loud ; 


Who wears thy garb, aſſumes thy ſacred name, 


And thus impoſes on the giddy croud ! 


From ſcene to ſcene the buſy vagrant runs, 


Some ſland rous tale to ehe ear imparts ; 


With wicked wiles debauches all our ſons, 


And ev'n our fires ſeduces by her arts. 


The wanton wwretch, with ew'ry rake ſhe meets, 


To flews and taverns freely will repair 


In ev'ry fray, that happens in the ſtreets, 


In ev ry public riot has a ſhare. 


What tho' the prudent ſhun ber as a peſt, 


Yet in the city often is ſbe ſeen, 


With ſeeming kindneſs treated by the beſt, 


By all the wulgar honour'd as a queen. . 


Nay 


Nay 
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ay ev'n with patriots ſometimes tete d tete 
Appears in places of the firſt reſort ; 
well receiv'd by ſome among the great, 
But ne er preſumes to ſhew her face at court : 
ler diſau ſfection there ſo well is known, 
That, had the wwretch ſufficient pow'r, "tis ſure 
he ev'n would dare to ſhake the Britiſh throne, 
Which thou wer't ever anxious to ſecure. 
hen, Oh, to baniſb this impoſtor wile, 

Fair liberty, once more from heav'n deſcend ; 
Dnce more return to this diforder'd iſle, 
Return—for noble HRRTTORD is thy friend. 


= ”" # * 
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0. 23. Tueſday, June 17. 


Jo the BATCHELOR. 
«SIR, 


SHALL reſume the ſubject on which I wrote 
to you before, the election of all future parlia- 
ments by women. I have already mentioned ſome 
of the advantages it would be productive of, and 
ſhall now ſpecify a few more. 
© By this method of election, we ſhall avoid the ill 
effects of that pernicious reſtraint, which cuſtom 
bas impoſed upon women from opening their minds 
to the men. Now, in making intereſt for a parti- 
cular member, a lady might very modeſtly declare 
her inclinations. Thus ak ladies who are not 
bleſt with much beauty or fortune, might in a de- 
cent manner, pay their addreſſes to the men ; which 
would at the ſame time diſtinguiſh the gallantry of 
the candidate. Thus the abominable cullviih of ex- 
ceſſive drinking, which I have already mentioned, 
that deprives 2 majeſty of ſeveral of his ſubjects 
by impairing their healths, would be urn 
| * 1nitea 
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creaſe of people, 


« viſible an increaſe, 


ſort of leap-year, might be eaſily diſtinguiſhed from 
ence the patriots might be farther 
favourite points; 

1d have the aſſurance to 0 
© nial, or rather annual parliaments ; and ſecondly, it 
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«* which ſurpriſed me much at firſt, till I conſidered 
the rule of contraries, already mentioned. 
For the better carrying on the project of imitat- 
ing the people of France, no lady ſhould be admit- 
to vote for the knights of ſhires, without being 

dreſſed a-la mode de Paris. To qualify a lady to 
vote for citizens or burgeſſes, it might be ſufficient 
that ſhe wore only a French night-cap, or any other 
unbecoming diſtinguiſhing mark of that nation. 
* Beſides the qualifications already neceſſary to a 
candidate, ſome decency of character ſhould likewiſe 
be required. No man, therefore, who publickly 
keeps a miſtreſs, or is an open and avowed frequen- 
ter of bad houſes, ſhould be deemed qualified for a 
member. | 
When [I firſt thought of this affair, I deſigned to 
have mentioned that all profeſſed debauchers of wo- 
men ſhould be excluded, but before 1 publiſhed that 
clauſe, I thought proper to feel ſome womens pulſe 
as to this point, in order to which I propoſed it in a 
large company of ladies, to whom I diſcloſed my 
ſcheme, among whom a debate aroſe whether 
widows ſhould not be excepted, and the queſtion 
being at length put, it was carried in favour of the 
exception by a great majority. 
In the ſame company, and immediately after the 
foregoing queſtion had been diſpoſed of, it was re- 
ſolved nem. con. That any man who is convicted of 
boaſting of a lady's favour, ſhall be deemed utterly 
diſqualified to be choſen. 
* A motion was made, that when any eleQor could 
be proved, on the teſtimony of one or more proper- 
ly qualified for the teſt, to be of a weak and allow 
mind, either from having outlived their underſtand- 
ing, or never having a ſufficient quantity of that in- 
gredient to entitle them to a vote; that their opinion 
or vote for or againſt any candidate, ſhould be re- 
jected, and they obliged to retire to an hoſpital for 
lunaticks. It paſſed at the firſt putting, but a de- 
bate ariſing on the manner of its being entered in 
the ladies tablets, it fell to the ground. 
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© 'Then the aſſembly. adjourned to the next drum 
night, to be held at lady Wrinkle's in Merrion-ſtreet. 
Of the proceedings there, you ſhall, perhaps, 

'© hereafter receive an account, from 
* * DzmocriTvus; junior. 


From the MEercuryY in Parliament-ſtreet. 
© To the Printer of the DuBLin MER cUxx. 


1 Þ XY 


HE ſentiment in my former letter, viz. that 
1 an angry or paſſionate party-writer may be 
<< an honeſt man,” was intended as a compliment rather 
to human nature in general, than to any particular 
«© perſon, then or now in my view: for the honour in- 
deed of our ſpecies, I would wiſh that a deep ſenſi- 
bility of any exiſting public evils, and ſuch a regard 
for the intereſt of the community, as ſhould hold 
SELF in no higher a degree of eſtimation, or a mat- 
ter of greater ſolicitude, than that intereſt, where 
alone the ſtimulating motive to that immoral abuſe, 
that virulent licentiouſneſs, and that antichriſtian 
ſpirit of rancour, which fo ſtrongly mark the writ- 
* ings of ſome of our modern political geniuſes. 
« Enthuſiaſm is a ſort of fever of the mind, and as 
dangerous in politics, as it often has been found to 
© be in religion: yet it hath ſome degree of merit; be- 
* cauſe its heat ariſes from a good principle at bottom, 
or a principle which to the perſon, who labours un- 
der its influence, appears to .be a good one 
But the men, who ſtrive to keep the good people of 
„this kingdom at drawn daggers, have. not, nor have 
their friends for them, the merit of their being enthu- 
* fiafts to plead for them: far from it ;—— Whoever 
* has remarked their condu for ſome. years paſt, 
< muſt have ſeen, and ſtill ſee, dear ſelf, as the 
* Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, of 
their mighty ſtruggles for liberty their boaſt of pa- 
* triotiſm is merely ſpectors. « It 
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© It is as eaſy to counterfeit a love for one's coun- 
© try, as for one's miſtreſs : and the p/eudo, or pre- 
* tended patriot, in'order to ſupport his pretenſions to 
© the character he aſſumes, has no more to do but 
to cull out a parcel of ſuch captivating expreſſions 
* as theſe, and place them at rhe beginning and con- - 
6 


drum 
treet. 
haps, 


nior. 


cluſion of his popular and abuſive addreſſes: 
Men and brethren !— Brethren and fellow: citizens |— 
My moſt beloved brethren and friends !— My deareſt 
friends and fellow-citizens My beft beloved bre- 
© thren and friend. My moſt beloved and honoured 
* brethren and friends !—— Farewell, my brothers ! 
and let me conjure you to believe me, that, whether 


et, 


Km * living or dying, I am, and ever ſhall be, with the 
i198 * utmoſt ſincerity, true reſpect, unfeigned love, and 
cular a boundleſs gr atitude, yours, &c. 


* If ſuch a patriot, from an' apprehenſion of corporal 

* puniſhment, ſhould cry out. Now, You sos or 
„% Li1iBERTY! jusT and RIGHTEOUS JUDGES ! 
look narrowly into theſe” my proceedings, and try 
my conduct by the rules of LAW and jus rie, 
not by the malevolent miſrepreſentations of deſign- 
ing men”—and ſhould, with a canting flouriſh, de- 
« clare, © Life, with all the gawdy pomp and ſplendor 
„of the world, can have no charm for me, cannot 
eren be tolerable to me, without LIBERT X 
* and if, in another place, he ſhould offer up a'thick 
cloud of incenſe to his own importance, by the fol- 
© lowing climax—*® Death can have nothing tertible to 
the man, whoſe whole life is one continued ſcene of 
* inceſſant toil, trouble, care and anxiety, and ho 
is unwearied in anſwering the ends of his creation, 
* RELIG1OUSLY diſcharging his duty to his netgh- 
% bour, to himſelf, to his king, to his country, t6 his 
„ Gon : Death to /uch a Man is but an eah tranſiti- 
< on froin a tranſitory lie of pain and trouble, to an 
eternal one of endleſs and inexpreflible felicity.“ 
* —If, I fay, he ſhould ſpeak in this piteous, mourn- 
ful, and ſelf-complacent train, to his friends at the 
* Coombe, and in the ſeveral cellars and gatret; of the 
* city, the poor honeſt creatures would doubtleſs at 
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once catch the bewitching . pathos ; ſob, and pour 
out torrents of tears; almoſt break their ſwelli 
hearts with ſympathetic groans; convulſively belch 
out, oh, liberty ! oh, my country /—and deem him 
the Atlas of the conſtitution. | 

The hiſtory of patriotiſm for twenty years paſt, 
or thereabout, would be a curious, an edifying, 
and uſeful undertaking. The ſubject of the firf 
ſection would indeed be very remarkable, when 
contraſted with the ſubſequent conduct and decla- 
rations of the principal hero of the piece: In the 
former might be ſhewn how he ſet forth, with all 
the flowery elegance and turgid pompoſity of a 
* barber, how terrible Iriſb names ſounded in Engliſh 
© ears; that their names, their very NAMES, 
founded treaſon, rebellion, riot, rapine, murder and 
« maſſacre, and every ſpecies of wickedneſs that could 
« disfigure human nature”—and in ſome of the ſubſe- 
quent ſeQions, how ** this (the Jriſb) nation has 
«« not been better treated by ſome of the antient 
Engliſh governors, than the Peruvians or Mexican; 
by the Spaniards.” ——that the native Iriſh were | 
treated like faves, and barbarous enemies to the 
crown; and that ſooryafter, the Engliſb-Iriſh ſhared 
„the like fate.” Such an hiſtory (and there are 
materials enough for it) would cleaily, point out the | 
great confiflency and uniform conduct of ſome of our 
political doQors ; whoſe pills, however, inſtead of 
« curing the fancied diſorders, have poiſoned the con- 
* ſtitutions of the ignorant, the credulous and un- 
happy perſons, to whom they had been adminiſtered. | 

. Goo and diſpaſſionate men, men who have the 

« real happineſs of the community at heart, in which | 
their own is more or leſs involved, will, ſurely, | 
(and indeed it is time they ſhould) think it their 
duty to-endeaveur to ſtem that factious ſpirit that 
* impudently ſtalks abroad, (for whether the fountain- 
© head of this ſpirit be entbiſiaſm or art, the con- 
© ſequences are equally pernicious to the public): and 
to call the deluded multitude back to their Far 
ſenſes, 
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ſenſes; from that ſtate of political drunkenneſs, 
wherein they have been for a long time immerſed. 

As a preparative to this ſalutary work, let me at 
preſent briefly expreſs to the lower order of free ci- 


101 


© zizens in this metropolis, who, I am perſuaded, are 


o 
4 


in the main, honeſt well - intentioned men, not 
barely my — * — but my firm belief, that 
their political inſtructots are making them only 
ſtep-ladders to power : That the buſtle of. ſome 
of the upper order of citizens is a mere farce, and 
ſhews they want to wriggle or force themſelves into 
preferments :;— That why they quarrel with alder- 
men, is becauſe they themſelves are not, firſt ſbe- 
riffs. and next aldermen ; for they ate ſharp-ſighted 
enough to have diſcovered that ſome of. their bet- 
ters (their betters in rank, fortune and endowments) | 


' 6ppoſe, and quartel with governors, in hopes of 


being talen off by places and penſions: —— That 
the cry. of liberty is merely delafory, and ſet up 
by artful and deſigning men, who would mono- 
polize its bleſſings to themſelves. That this: is the 
ſcope and drift of the fanatical preachers in the facti- 
ous Tournal ;——— That if theſe preachers got livi 

ſtipends, and other: emoluments, which they luſt for, 


they would become filent as mutes; and then all 
would be well; not a word of complaint would be 


thrown out a 


inſt governors, aldermen, or recor- 
ders ; at lea 


for ſome. time, until their ambition 


' would grow higher, and other opportunities for 


clamour offered Let me further remind thoſe 
citizens, that no political conſtitution under the 
ſun is, or can be, perfect in practice: becauſe per- 
fefion is not the lot of human nature: That 
although there may be many over-ſights, miſtakes, 
and, perhaps, ſome oppreſſions too, committed by 
ſome perſons in power and authority; yet, that 


the greateſt political oppreſſion that can be, is that 


which is exerciſed by thoſe reſtleſs and ambitious 
ſpirits, who labour, 2 ſiniſter purpoſes, to diffuſe 


' diſcontents throughout the people, to make them 


diſſatisfied with their magiſtrates (than whom, per- 
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* haps, a better ſet could not be placed in their ſtead, 
* were the picking and chooſing of them left to our 
* political regulators)—to throw the body-politic into 
* confuſion, in hopes of their emerging from their 
* obſcurity, and riſing above their fellows :——And 
* finally, that ſuch ſpirits have always been the 
« greateſt enemies 7 and in any country, Which 
had the misfortune of giving them birth; ſome very 
* ſtriking inſtances of which ave been given by that 
* able and one writer, PHiLOPOLIS, in 

* your paper of the 5th inſtant, | 


© I am, SIR, 


* Yours, &c. 
June 11, 1766. * PHILANTROPOS. | 


The Definition of a Fazs-CiT1zen, 


HE epithet free, when apply'd to a cit, 
May fignify free — from diſcretion and wit ; 
And further, Be ſame four identical letters, 
May alſo imply—he makes free with his betters. 
The attribute free may moreover import 
The freedom be takes in oppoſing the court. 

In fact, our free-cits, if wwe carefully read em, 
Are men, who maintain the moſt abſoluts freedom; 
Some freedoms they always aſſume, —for example, 
On ev b whatever to trample; 

To ſpread thro' the city republican notions ; 

To make in the h——e the moſt inſolent motions ; 
Befides, on occaſion, (to ſerve their own cauſe, ) 

A freedom they claim—to diſpenſe with the laws ; 
And yet can pretend (with their uſual effront'ry) 

A mighty regard for their k——g and their country. 

In ſhort, our free · cits, acting oppoſite parts, 

Aﬀed to love peace, and have war in their hearts; 
o injure the church or the ſlate would be loth, 
Yet cordially wiſh the ſubverſion of both, X 
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Tueſday, June 24. 


The 8 TT TI: = Tat tn. 


OME hold it for a conflant theme, 
— That men were always juſt the ſame ; 
Nor wice nor virtue do they find, 
To this or t'other age aſſign d. 
But I deny their poſtulatum, 
Nor do I hold it as probatum ; 
For annals of old Rome will tell us, 
That Romans were but ſorry fellows ; 
Some for ambition had cut throats, 
And Roman tribunes ſold their wotes : 
You often find a ſlaught'ring hero, 
Then a CaLtGULa or Ng RO; 
And few good characters they cite us, 
Except a | RAJAN, or a Titus ; 
If they point out two HONEST men, 
Of Bap they'll ſurely ſhew you ten; 
Whoever reads them, then muſt aun, 
The world is now more virtuous grown 
Nay, any ſum whateer I'll venture ye, 
That we're improv'd within a cent'ry ; 
And ſearch this iſland quite around, 
There's ſcarce a villain to be found. 
hoe er thinks right, will ſay I ſpeak well, 
As he may find out in the ſequel. 

In Ireland, (in Queen Bess's reign, 
As ſtories tell, or flories ſeign, ) 
A patriot once, of high renown, 
With country clans and mobs in tun; 
A cunning, ſly, defigning rogue, | 
Net PhLOGos ſelf in greater wogue ; 2 
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Nor greater hero do we find 

In Fafious Journal of his kind ; 

Was in the houſe a wretched ſpeaker, 

Not PhLoGos' arguments were weaker ; 
And tho a man of meaneſt parts, 

Was vers'd in all the patriot arts: 

This man us'd loudly to exclaim, 

My bleeding country is my ain 
d die with pleaſure for her ſake jm—— 
« My bleeding country is at flake |J———" 
By this, and ſuch like fenſeleh; argon, 

He meant to drive the better bargain. 

Queen Bg 88's vicerey, who was wiſe, 

Saw through our patriot's thin diſguiſe : 
Says be, Unleſs the wound we flop, 

« This land will bleed out every drop; 

« Some ſovereign Styptic muſt be found 

« To heal this bleeding country's wound ; 
* Perhaps a good employment would 

© Stop the effuſion of this blood.” 

The wound is chs'd ; you no more hear 

His bleeding country ding your ear ; 
No place. man now gave more ſupport, 
Or pleaded louder for the court; 

No more he op'd his brawling throat, 
But calmly ſat to gide his vote; 
Obey'd commands, nor car'd a jot 
Whether his country bled or not. 

But our good patriots now-a-days, 
Defire nought elſe but empty praiſe ; 
They're faſbion'd of a different mold, 
Prefer their country's good to ods 
Nor can a paltry place or bribe 
Tempt them to quit the patriot tribe. 

Some pour out nonſenſe in a flood, 
All for their deareſt country's god; 
While others, with bare ay's or nos, 
The beft court meaſures will oppoſe ; 
Or right or wrong, or good or bad, 


They all are oppofition mad; 


* 


Yay, 
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Nay, you may ſee a crazy quack 
Septennial mad, pro vice hac ; 


Nor will his angry barking flop, 
Till, Cerberus-like, he gets a ſop. 8 


ä 


From the Mercury in Parliament-ſtreet. 


On the election of a Recorder for this city. 


« The great Doctor Pu Locos RI an order, 
'« That counſellor Gos LI ſhall be our recorder, 

A promiſing genius, whoſe ſingular merit 

Is that of poſſeſſing the Doctors own ſpirit ; 
And ſure, did he want ev'ry other perfection, 

'* No Phlegian awould dare to oppoſe his election. 


An Er16Ram, on reading the above. 
'L7 ERE threat'ned by PkLoGos with an action of 
ander, 
For calling his fad rite the ſon of a gander ; 
In anſwer to which wwe ſhall plead no excuſe, 
But ſheau that the Doctor himſelf is a gooſe ; 
So he and his goſlin, as birds of a feather, 
May both, when they pleaſe, bring their actions * 


No. 25. Saturday, June 28. 


—— — 


Obſequium amicos, veritas odium parit. Ten. 


Flatt' ry gains friends, plain truth will hatred get; 
Dull praiſe will tickle, and keen fatire fret. 


HERE is not a more difficult taſk in nature than 


that of giving advice, in the common occurren- - 
F 5 ces 


106 The BATCHELOR. No. 25 


ces of life, eſpecially if it be againſt the bent of the 
perſon's inclinations to whom you give it; yet there i; 
nothing which all people ate ſo ready to give. All, 
except lawyers and phyſicians, give it gratisand unaſk- 
ed for; it requires a ſuperiority of underſtanding to be 
capable of giving it, as well as good addreſs to make 
it palatable. The pill muſt be well gilt and covered 
over, or it will be nauſeous. Advice is like many 
choice medicines which have fallen into diſrepute, by 
having, on ſome occaſions, been tampered with by un- 
ſkilful perſons, and improperly applied: however, 
when judiciouſly adminiſtered, it is a ſovereign reme- 
dy for the diſorders of the mind. To argue for the 
diſuſe of a thing from the abuſe of it, is wrong; yet ſo 
it is at preſent, and the offer of it is diſtaſteful to moſt 
men. The young will not take it, the old reject it 
with ſcorn, the wiſe think they need it not, and fools 
deſpiſeit. It is a very juſt obſervation, that advice to 
a fool is as honey in the mouth of an aſs. | 
I have received two letters, defiring my advice, 
which I ſhall communicate to the reader. As matri- 
mony is too nice a point for a Batchelor to give his 
opinion in, I ſhall leave the gentlemen entirely to fol- 
low the bent of their own inclinations ; beſides, people 
often aſk advice in matters of this kind, when they are 
alr.ady determined how to at. If a man happens to 
jump in exactly with their ſentiments, it is well; if not, 
he only creates enemies to himſelf; he ſeldom gets 
thanks, and it is ten to one if one or both parties do 
not hate him for his pains 
I once knew of a fatal inſtance of this: a widow of 
about forty took it into her head to marry a very idle 
worthleſs young rake of the town, who had little or no 
fortune. She, for form ſake, before the ceremony, 
went to a ſober, diſcreet, ſenſible man, a friend of hers, 
and aſked his advice whether ſhe ſhould marry that 
young fellow : he, by all means, endeavoured to diſ- 
ſu: de her from it, by painting him in his proper colours, 
as a profligate, debauched, wicked dog. She ſeem · 
ingly acquieſced to his opinion, and thanked him moſt 
heartily for ſaving her from ruin ; but behold! ſhe 
married 
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married the young fellow that very night. The next 
morning ſhe- told her new ſpouſe every word which 
her friend had faid to his diſadvantage : the conſe- 
quence was, he ſentthe honeſt adviſer a challenge, and 
put him under the dreadful neceſſity of running this 
new married man through the body. I ſhall therefore 
avoid giving offence, and let my reader judge how 
theſe gentlemen ſhould act in their reſpective ſitua- 


tions. 


To tte BATCHELOR. 


Friend WaGsTAFFE, 


S thou ſeemeſt to be a ſober and diſcreet man, 
not carried away by the idle vanities of the 
world, Iwill ſeek thy counſel and advice in a mat- 
© ter which concerneth me much. Thou muſt know 
then, that I am a man ſtricken in years, and like to 
* thee in age. Our brother Hezekiah hath a daugh- 
ter, who ſeemeth to be as beautiful as Sarah, as wiſe 
© as Rebecca, as faithful as Leah, and as chaſte as 
* Suſanna, The damſel is called Tabitha; ſhe is in 
© the twentieth year of her age. Shall I own it to 
© thee? Ohl my heart panteth for her, my bowels 
© yearn, yea, the fleſh getteth the better of my ſpirit of 
© diſcretion, and moveth me to take her to wife. When 
© | hold forth to the brethren, this beautiful virgin is 
moved by the ſpirit of love, for ſhe caſteth her eyes 
© upon me, and ſmileth in my face. Behold, the is as 
© ſtrait as the fir-trees of Lebanon, and ſmelleth as 
* ſweet as the dew of Hermon. I opened my mind 
© unto her father, and he ſeemed to be rejoiced there- 
© at, as I am very wealthy, and do abound in riches, 
He ſaid that ſhe was partly engaged to brother Ami- 
* nidab, whom ſhe loveth much, but that he would 
* prefer me, and diſmiſs Aminidab. Now, although 
* Aminidab hath not half my wealth, yet hath te 
youth and a ruddy countenance. Thus then, O! 


- * friend Wagſtaffe, the caſe ſtandeth. Though my 


© heart loveth this beautiful damſel more than gold, 
* as 
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as ſhe is charming to look upon, yet if friend Heze- 
* kiah compelleth her to cleave unto me, ſhe may de- 
« ſpiſe, and hold at nought my infirm, gouty limbs, 
* when ſhe compareth them with the ſtrong, healthy 
ones of Aminidab, There is only one thing which 
* comforteth me; that money relieveth all wants, yea, 
mand ſupplieth all deficiencies. If thou counſeleſt 
me diſcreetly, yea as a man of ſenſe, I will follow 
« thine opinion. If thou adviſeſt me to take ſweet Ta- 
* bitha to wife, I ſhall rejoice to ſee thee at our Ha. 
« bitation, rather than the youthful Aminidab, as there 
can be little danger from thee. 


* Thine, 
* OBnaDian BroapBrIM, 
Old Was, 
6 H O' I know you to be a damn'd queer old 
0 Put, I will for once try whether you are a fellow 


of ſenſe or not. You muſt know, I have ſeen ſer- 
vice; I was at the taking of the Moro, the Hayan- 
nah, and Belleifle. I have gathered as much laurels 
as would adorn a church at Chriſtmas, Faith I got 
little elſe by the bargain, beſides honour and glory, 
for the great fiſh ſwallowed up almoſt all the prize 
money. After all, I am now a ſubaltern on half. 
6 pays which is a poor ſubſiſtance for a gentleman. 
* Damme, Iam as poor as a curate, or an ator, Caſh 
«* fights curſed ſhy. My draper, taylor, and waſher- 
* woman are very troubleſome to me, and my credit 
is as bare as my old regimentals, tho' they have been 
to the right about. Now my buſineſs with you is 
* this ; ſhall I recruit myſelf all at once, by marrying 
an old rich dowager, who has taken a deviliſh fancy 
to my fweet perſon? The old b——h propoſed to 
* me the other day to take her for better for worſe. 
* She is ſixty and upwards, and J am but five and 
* twenty: the devil a tooth in her head, and ſhe co- 
vers her bald pate with a toupee. Her chimney 
* ſmoaks damnably ; that is, her breath ſtinks, I can 
* plainly ſee that the gums of this toothleſs bedlam 
* are watering for me. Now, tho' I am W 
I 
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W- wild young fellow, yet I am a man of more honour 

than to make a bad huſband to any woman who ſur- 
« renders herſelf priſoner to my diſcretion, or puts 

herſelf under my protection to guard her from inju- 
« ries. This I ſhould look upon as the part of a 
© coward. I fear I could never live happily with her, 
* as I ſhould always look upon myſelf as a journey- 
man, hired by her to fatisfy her deſires. Honour 
calls me off, poverty pricks me on. Which ſhall I 
* follow ? Yours, 

W * Jack SraxvpAxp.' 
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— Mors ſola fatetur 
Quantu la fint homi num corpuſcula. 


When death our wretched bodies ſhall aſſail, 
It ſhews alone how weak they are, how frail. 


Joy. 


F men were to conſider the uncertainty of human 
life, upon what a weak, periſhable, and unſtable a 
foundation it ſtands, it would deter them from many 
purſuits which they are ſo bufily employed about : did 
they but once reflect that, when death puts a conclu- 
ſion to their beings here, the things of this world are at 
an end with reſpect to them, — we ſhould have many, 
who are now the moſt active, indolent and idle. 

Some how or other we ſee a kind of happy lethar- 
gic inſenſibility in mankind, which hinders theſe melan- 
choly, tho' true, refleQions, from ſinking deep into 
their minds. We may perceive it more in authors than 
in other men. Few of them conſider how ſhort-lived 
their works are like to prove; for ſhort as the date of 
life is, yet till ſhorter is that of moſt writings, at * 
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of our modern ones. 


have 


truths of a Tully or an Addiſon. 


neſs and corruption of manners which ſo univerſally 
prevail, and at the ſanie time, take a view of the tenet: 
of the Deiſtical writers. All religion, with them, i: 
prieſtcraft ; virtue is merely political; purity of life i 
enthuſiaſm ; and zratitude to the Supreme Being, ids- 
latry and ſuperſtition: in ſhort, they free thoſe fine 
gentlemen from thoſe galling fetters of being religious, 
virtuous, moral, honeſt or juſt, For the ſame reawn 
obſcene plays and poems hays had their duration; and 
I bluſh to ſay it, that even {oe of the fair ſex are 
faulty in this particular. All theſe infamous books, 
therefore, not only encourage, but even ſeem to giaut 
charters for vice and immorality. 

For my yore though I cannot in reaſon expect eter- 
nity to theſe my Specu ations, as my couſin Bicker 
ſtaffe acquired to his lucubrations, I am therefore the 
leſs anxious about them. I have ſtill, like every. othe: 
ſcribler, a kind of parental fondneſs for them, as the) 
are according to the great Swift, 


The product of my toil and ſaveating, 
A taſlard of my own begetting. 


I there: 
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Altho' many have attained u 
immortality from Homer down to Swift, yet how may 
thouſands have in that time periſhed in oblivion, 
Some works have ſhared the fate of infants and bees 
ſmothered at their birth; others have died in cutting 
their teeth; others have been cut off in the flower d 
their youth, by the common hangman ; and a very fey 

lived as long as the fathers, that is, the author 
of them. Of all the nonſenfical compoſitions, the 
who beſt deſerved an untimely death, have ſurvived 
longeſt ; I mean thoſe elaborate pieces of Deiſm,which 
have been written againſt religion, virtue and com- 
mon ſenſe. This is owing, no doubt, to the refined 
taſte of the preſent age, as our modern fine gentlemen 
are more delighted with the ſophiſtical abſurdities and 
lies of a Tindal or a Woolſton, than with the nobl:if 
This is not at al 
to be wondered at, when we conſider the licentiouſ- 
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ained ui therefore am ſomewhat uneaſy when I think of the 
w many fate they are like to meet with. That theſe my la- 
blivion WMbours, by being intermixed with advertiſements and 
1d ben other bad company, in the Mercury, ſhall ſhare the 
cutting {ſame deſtiny with the Journal, Gazette, and other 
ower of common news papers, is a dreadful thought. To be 
ery ſeyuſt careleſsly read, thrown into a window, taken by 
authon the cook to ſinge a fowl, or uſed by the kitchen wench 
1s, they to light a fire. Perhaps theſe my writings may de- 
urvivedſcend into a huckſter's cellar, and there be wrapped 
1, which about a ſtinking cheeſe, and be the vehicle of a print 
d com: 


of butter, or be uſed by chandlers to my their ſoap 


refined nd candles in: bur what I dread moſt of all is, that 


atlemer they may be applied to ſuch vile purpoſes, as the 
ties and other papers I mentioned commonly are; and ſhould 
e noble be, as the ingenious author above quoted ſays, 

t at all 

entioul- Gone, never to be heard of more ; 

verſalh Gone where the chickens went before. 


e tenet! 


em, i: | he only conſolation I have is, that I have many 


f life is companions in the fame woe : ſuch as our modern no- 
ng, ido- Mel writers, opera-mongers, and ſonnet gy uh, com- 
le fe mentators, tranſlators from the French, eſſay- writers, 
ligious, ſatyriſts, &c. &c. All the chance we have of ſurviv- 


rea bon 
n; and 
ſex are 


books, 
© grail 


ing infancy is, that our works may be uſed by the trunk- 
makers, to line their trunks, or with pleaſure ſee them 
live and flouriſh on the outſide of a barber's box. If 
we ſhould even fail of this tranſitory comfort, ſmiall as 
it is, yet the worſt that can happen to our writings is, 
that they muſt periſh, and partake of the ſame fate 
which thoſe refined philoſophers above-mentioned, the 
Deiſts, have allotted for their immortal ſouls, to wit, 
ANNIHILATION, 


Ct eter- 
Bicker- 
fore the 
y- other 
as the) 


b No, 27. 
[ there: 


112 The BATCHELOR 


>>> QEDCSL 


Saturday, July 12. 


No. 27. 


f—ů — 


Nihil habet infelix paupertas durius in ſe, 
uam quod ridiculos homines facit. 


Senſe is the ſcorn of every wealthy fool, 
And wit in rags is turn'd to ridicule. 


F is ſcarce any thing which human nature 
can brook ſo ill as contempt. Every man has 
ſome conſequence with himſelf, and would wiſh to 
have it with the world. We ſee; therefore, that nei- 
ther wit, ſenſe, nor even virtue, if attended by poverty, 
can bear a man up againſt the deriſion of the rich fool, 
or are proof againft the ſcorn of the times. Merit, like 
a precious jewel, is eſtimated by the luck of mankind, 
not in proportion to its intrinſick worth, but according 
to the value of the metal it is ſet in. I have known a 
filly joke paſs for wit, coming from the fooliſh. lips of 
a rich alderman, which, if uttered by an honeſt ciji- 
zen in low circumſtances, would have been account- 
ed downright nonſenſe. My friend Will Worthy, has 
faid many clever tongs in company, without ſo much 
as cauſing a ſmile, whilſt my lord Froth has ſet the 
table in a roar of laughter by every ſtupid foolery he 
threw out. | 

It is but natural, that men in high ſtations and 
power, fhould have court E. to them by their de- 
pendants, and by thoſe who expect preferment from 
them: for inſtance, I am not to be ſurpriſed that a 
curate ſhould flatter a biſhop, that a ſubaltern officer 
. ſhould keep ſoft paper for a general, that an exciſeman 
ſhould clean the ſhoes of a commiſſioner, or that an at- 
torney ſhould do the moſt menial offices of a judge. 
Theſe are things of courſe ; but that a man of com- 
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jon ſenſe, and independent fortune, ſhould pay re- 
ſpect to a fool or a bad man, meerly becauſe fortune 
as thrown away her favours on him, is the moſt un- 
accountable thing on earth. It is alſo wonderful, 
what homage is paid to equipage and dreſs. A laced 
blockhead in a gilt chariot, is a very idol of adoration 
with all ranks of people,” tho' perhaps the coach-mak- 
— WM, the lace-man, the draper and the taylor, are un- 
paid. I obſerveI have many low falutes when | go 
Juv in my carriage and am dreſſed, from many who let me 
* paſs unheeded by, when I walk the ftreers in diſhabille : 
it is true, I have noticed this folly more amongſt weak 
men than amongſt men of good ſenſe : Ladies, in ge- 
neral, are very Aaley in this particular: I have known 
ature Wa ſilly, proud, poſitive woman, in her own houſe, di- 
un has rect all her compliment and diſcourſe to a laced coat, 
Aſh to and place a 22 in gaudy trappings above me 
t nei- Nat her table, becauſe I was dreſſed in plain cloaths. 
verty, But more eſpecially does poverty bring contempt 
fool, Wand ridicule with it to needy authors. Let a rich 
t, like MW dunce write ever ſo ill, bis book is read with care and 
kind, MW attention, and great allowances ate made for its faults ; 
ding whereas if the author is obſcure in life, his work is 
wn A neglected, and he is called ſome Grub- ſtreet raſcal who 
ips of WM writes for bread. By this fooliſh prepoſſeſſion in fa- 
t citi· ¶ vour of titles or wealth, real merit is diſcouraged, and 
ount- ¶ vaſt quantities of traſh paſſes current for ſterling upon 
y, has the world. To this we are indebted for many vo- 
much lumes of ſleepy ſermons from ſtupid Corruſodes's, and 
et the Wl ſenſeleſs comments on the book of Job; to this we 
ry he owe the divine L n, and I dare venture to ſay, 
that the nonſenſical, wicked ſatire, which paſſes under 
3 and the title of the life of the greateſt genius which this 
r de- or any other kingdom ever produced, had never eſcap- 
from ed the preſs of the pitiful printer, but that the 
that a author had the curſed ſanction of greatneſs. There 
officer lH are manifeſt lies and abſurdities almoſt in every page 
eman of it, and it is a ſhame that it ever ſhould be publiſh- 
an at- ¶ ed in a kingdom, which that great man ſaved from 
udge. deſtruction, and by a bookſeller he lifted into notice. 
com- I fhould 
mon 
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I ſhould by no means venture to publiſh theſe my 
Speculations to the world, if I had not an eaſy for- 
tune, and the title of Eſquire. This I hope will gain 
them ſome reſpe& with my readers, as I affure them! 
do not write for bread. Although I do not value my 
writings the more upon this account, yet I know it 
will have weight with ſome people. | remember an 
inſtance ſome years ago, of this kind of prejudice in: 
bookſeller in London. A friend of mine brought him 
ſome excellent maunſcript ſermons of a learned ingeni- 
ous clergyman deceaſed, in order to ſell them for the 
uſe of the widow and five helpleſs children, who had 
no other fortune to depend upon. The firſt queſtion 
the bookteller aſked my friend, was, what ſtation in the 
church the worthy divine had filled, and being inform- 
ed, that he had never riſen higher than a curacy, he 
| ſhook his head, and replied, that there was no call for 
ſuch goods; that ſermons were a drug; and ſo te- 
turned them without once looking into them. My 
friend, in this caſe, was reſolved to uſe ftratagem, and 
bite the bookſeller ; he ſent the ſame ſermons by ano- 
ther perſon, with directions to ſay that they were wit. 
ten by a right reverend prelate, lately deceaſed, and 
by this means got a very handſome ſum of money for 
them, from the fame bookſeller, for the ſupport of the 
poor little family. 

The contempt which is ſhewn to the inferior clergy 
is finely painted by Fielding in his character of Parſon 
Adams. A poor clergyman, tho' a man of learning 
and morals, is held in deriſion by the wealthy laiety, 
but it is ſhocking to ſee the Trullibers of their own or. 
der deſpiſe them. I have often ſeen ſome of theſe 
who came over quo pruna & coctona vento, that is, i 
the Whitehaven colliers, who carried off the high pre- 
ferments here, and treated their poor curates (who had 
the misfortune to be natives) as if they were only theit 
ſervants. I am heartily glad that the biſhops have put 


on a reſolution to raiſe the ſalaries of theſe unfortunate 
men, and could moſt ſincerely wiſh they had a farther 
power of raiſing them higher. Many of thoſe benett 
ced foreigners, who perhaps had never more that 
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twenty or thirty pounds a year in their own country, 
juſt come over to take poſſeſſion of their rich livings, 
deſpiſe the kingdom, return from whence they came, 


And leave to tattered crape the drudgery of prayer.” 


They get theſe poor goſpel drudges,as they call them, 
at the loweſt price they can bargain for, which ſmall 
pittance they grudge, have their money remitted to 
them by griping tythe farmers, and ſo become addi- 
tional abſentees to drain this unhappy kingdom of its 
ſpecie. = 


Saturday, July 19. 


Teipſum 
—Cancute. Hon. 
ULLY, in his moſt admirable treatiſe on old 
age, gives us the following anecdote : Sophacles 
wrote tragedies, even in the extremity of old age; for 
which practice, and as he ſeemed to neglect his private 
affairs, he was cited by his ſons to appear in court, 
that the judges might remove him, as a dotard, from 
the management of his eſtate: then the old man is 
faid to have recited to the judges the play of OEdipus 
Colonus, which he had in his hand, and was the very 
laſt piece he had written He then aſked them if that 
ſeemed to be the compoſition of a dotard ? Upon the 
recital therefore of his play, he was acquitted by the 
ſentence of the judges. 

On reading this paſſage, a thought ſtruck my ima- 
gination, what a noble ſubject this would make to 
employ the pencil of a painter of taſte and judgment, 
particularly the latter part of it: what an amazing 
figure would a Raphael have made of ſo venerable an 
old Man as Sophocles, when he puts the queſtion to 
the judges ? What conſcious confidence of his own 

| innocence ? 
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innocence ? would he have deſcribed in his coun« offer all 
tenance ? what contempt and pity for his accu which! 
ſers ? The aſtoniſhment of the judges, and the con- duties e 
fuſion of the ſons, would alſo heighten the piece; ſo IM lick, is 
that altogether, it would make a noble picture in the WM years a 
hands of a ſkilful ar'ift, do, tot 
I highly applaud the exquifite taſte and ſound judg- W Old me 
ment of thoſe Greek judges ;- and cannot help refleQ- giving 
ing, what would have been the fate of the poor poet, Juniors 
had his been like many of our Engliſh plays. I am In E 
afraid he certainly muſt have been found guilty be- caſion. 
fore a bench of Greek judges, and forfeited his {WM were n 
eſtate. LER, : 
What a diſmal taking would poor Shakeſpear have ſtaffe b 
been in, had he been in the caſe of Sophocles, and age. 
been obliged to read one of his plays; I mean, to read me to 
it in any of the modern editions of his works, where I hope 
he is ſo mangled, fo altered, and made to utter ſuch Wl one th 
nonſenſe, that even thoſe brilliants which are ſo thick- be pre 
ly ſet throughout all his works, are entirely obſcured have ſ 
of their luſtre, by the nonſenſical induſtry of his edi- W among 
tors and commentators. Thoſe wretches would be- hold 
tray him into dotage, by perverting his meaning almoſt ¶ appro: 
in every paſſage. | it wor 
Our laws, indeed, are more. mild than thoſe of W barkir 
Greece. No man with us, on a ſtatute. of lunacy, is WW fee-hc 
ever condemned for writing nonſenſe. For as this age ¶ of the 
abounds ſo much with writers of this kind, it would be ¶ and c 
endleſs work. If- indittments on the ſtatute of non- Wl lows 
ſenſe were to go on, our courts would be ſo taken up had t 
with them, that they could attend to no other buſineſs. taſte 
Another ill conſequence which would attend it, is, him: 
that an extenſive branch of trade would be lopped off, ¶ of co 
that of printing : for if authors were to be judged luna: ¶ in m) 
ticks or ideots by their writings, our printing preſſes ¶ titud: 
muſt ſtand idle. 
Methinks I hear the reader retort my motto on me, 
& Look. to yourſelf, Mr. Wagſtaffe ; you are as deep 
in the mire as any; you have turned ſcribler in 
your old days, and I fear your Speculations would 
hardly acquit you.” To this I plead the W out 
wh; 
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laws, not the ſtrength of my compoſitions, to bring me 
off; beſides, I think it incumbent on every man to 
offer all the ſervice in his power to the community of 
which he is a member: now, as I am paſt the active 
duties of life, all the ſervice I can render to the pub- 
lick, is my opinion and advice, This I think my 
years and experience, in ſome meaſure, enable me to 
do, to thoſe who have not lived ſo long in the world. 
Old men are generally very talkative, and fond of 
giving their advice, though unaſked for, to their 
juniors. 

In Homer we find Neſtor ſpeeching upon every oc- 
caſion. My couſin Bickerſtaff and Neftor Ironſides, 
were no chickens, when the one commenced Ta r- 
LER, and the other GuarDian ; and Jeoffry Wag- 
ſtaffe becomes a writer in the ſixty- fifth year of his 
age. I:know-it will be reckoned vaſt preſumption in 
me to thruſt in = name with ſuch great men; but I 
hope it will be allowed me that I reſemble them in 
one thing—that 1s, in being old. We ſcriblers cannot 
be proper judges of our own productions; but we 
have ſome comfort that there are as many bad judges 
amongſt thoſe who ſet up for criticks. Theſe animals 
hold in the greateſt contempt ; yet, as the ſeaſon is 
approaching wherein curs are apt to run mad, I think 
it would be a good (precaution to have ſome of thoſe 
barking criticks wormed. They run about the cof- 
fee-houſes in hot weather, with their tongues half out 
of their mouths, ſnarling at every thing that comes out, 
and crying thraſh, ſtuff, and nonſenſe. Theſe fel- 
lows would. have had no mercy upon poor Sophocles 
had they been his judges ; and as they have neither 
taſte or judgment, would not heſitate to pronounce 
him a dotard. I do not write for them, but for men 
of common ſenſe, the approbation of one of whom, 
in my opinion, will overbalance the diſlike of a mul- 
_— ſuch incompetent pretenders to judgment. 
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Ne'er to change colour by a guilty thought, of hun 
Nor e' er grow pale by conſciouſneſs of fault. my act 
| delude 
F a man were to travel into a very diſtant country, bis life 

I ſuppoſe to the Eaſt-Indies or China, what fo great lain. 
comfort could he have to alleviate the pains and poor ti 
fatigues which he muſt neceſſarily undergo, as an a- tioned, 
greeable, chearful, and faithful companion? one who, Witate c 
as a true friend, will not only rejoice with him in the Wwe finc 
proſperous part of his voyage, but alſo ſupport and ¶ ſuch a 
comfort him in any difficulties and diſtreſſes which he believe 
may poſſibly meet with, If then ſuch a friend and Neious, 
companion as this, be ſo highly valuable in a tempo- Wl am ce 
rary tour, how ineſtimable muſt ſuch a one really Wtrembl; 
rove, in the troubleſome voyage and journey through Wknowlc 
life ; where we are every inſtant toſſed about, by va- their te 
rious ſtorms and tempeſts, or obliged to paſs over moſt {theſe 
rugged and uneven ways in our pilgrimage, before we very b: 
can arrive at the end of our travel. Such a friend as {W1ytes tc 
this, every man has it in his power to make, if he will Nover ot 
in good earneſt apply himſelf to it. I know the mo- It w 
dern fine gentlemen, who call themſelves Deiſts and the ev; 
Free-thinkers, will laugh at me, when I fay he is no Deiſts 
other, than a Goop Conscrience. Theſe refined would 
philoſophers, who neither in theory or practice, ſet up friend: 
for as, much morslity as the unenlightened heathens ſcience 
did, can have no idea of the raptures, which, ſuch « Weainft | 
companion as I have been ſpeaking of, will communi- ¶ from u 
cate. They who deny the immortality of the ſoul, MWiuppor' 
and are content with the poor proſpe& of annihilation ]Wgers an 
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that joy and fſatisfaQtion of mind, which made even So- 
crates face death with undaunted bravery, and which 
a Plato and a Tully felt. If our beings are to end with 
the ſhort date of this life, what difference does it make: 
whether a man be virtuous or vicious? Why ſhould: 
not every man follow juſt meerly the bent of his own 
inclinations ? For inſtance, as the chief happineſs of 
this world is thought to conſiſt in riches and honours, 
what ſhall reſtrain me from compaſling theſe by any 
means, however unjuſt, if I can eſcape the cognizance 
of human laws, and am no otherwiſe accountable: for 
my actions? In the like manner, the innocent virgin is 
deluded or robbed of her virtues, the honeſt man of 
his life or property, by the falſe oath of a perjured vil- 
lain. As for virtue being its own reward, that is but a 
poor tie upon mankind. Thoſe great heathens I men- 
tioned, even from the light of nature, inferred a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments ; and accordingly, 
we find their lives and principles were anſwerable to 
ſuch a belief. But our modern heathens, not only 
believe leſs than thoſe great men did, but are alſo vi- 
cious, immoral, and profligate in their manners. Tho' 
| am convinced, in their own breaſts they believe and 
tremble, they are either too proud or too wicked to ac- 
knowledge the truth of a doQtrine, ſo very oppoſite to 
their tenor of practice. If theſe wretches would kee 
theſe poiſons to themſelves, it were not altogether ſo 
very bad; but we find them as active in making proſe 
lytes to deſtruction, as the beſt men can be in bringing 
over others to virtue. 

It would exceed the limits of my paper, to ſhew all 
the evil tendency of the abſurd tenets of our modern 
Deiſts ; but thus far I will inſiſt, that they not only 
would endeavour to ſpoil us of that moſt ineftimable: 
friend and companion I ſpoke of, I mean a good Con- 
ſcience, but would leave us helpleſs and unarmed a- 
gainſt the ſtings of a guilty one. They would take 
from us our rational 5 lem of belief, which cheers and 
ſupports us through the tempeſtuous billows, the dan- 
gers and difficulties of the world, and crowns all our 
tolls with unſpeakable happineſs. 


This 
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Nil conſcire ſibi, mella palleſcere culpa. 


Ne'er to change colour by a guilty thought, 
Nor e' er grow pale by conſciouſneſs of fault. 


F a man were to travel into a very diſtant country, 
ſuppoſe to the Eaſt-Indies or China, what ſo great 
comfort could he have to alleviate the pains and 
fatigues which he muſt neceſſarily undergo, as an a- 
greeable, chearful, and faithful companion ? one who, 
as a true friend, will not only rejoice with him in the 
proſperous part of his voyage, but alſo ſupport” and 
comfort him in any difficulties and diſtreſſes which he 
may poſſibly meet with. If then ſuch a friend and 
companion as this, be ſo highly valuable in a tempo- 
rary tour, how ineſtimable muſt ſuch a one really 
rove, in the troubleſome voyage and journey through 
life ; where we are every inſtant toſſed about, by va- 
rious ſtorms and tempeſts, or obliged to paſs over moſt 
rugged and uneven ways in our pilgrimage, before we 
can arrive at the end of our travel. Such a friend as 
this, every man has it in his power to make, if he will 
in good earneſt apply himſelf to it. I know the mo. 
dern fine gentlemen, who call themſelves Deiſts and 
Free-thinkers, will laugh at me, when I ſay he is no 
other, than a Goop Conscrience. Theſe refined 
philoſophers, who neither in theory or practice, ſet up 
for as, much motality as the unenlightened heathen 
did, can have no idea of the raptures, which, ſuch a 
companion as I have been ſpeaking of, will communt- 
cate. They who deny the immortality of the ſoul, 
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that joy and ſatisfaQtion of mind, which made even So- 
crates face death with undaunted bravery, and which 
a Plato and a Tully felt. If our beings are to end with 
the ſhort date of this life, what difference does it make 
whether a man be virtuous or vicious? Why ſhould: 
not every man follow juſt meerly the bent of his own 
inclinations ? For inſtance, as the chief happineſs of 
this world is thought to conſiſt in riches and honours, 
what ſhall reſtrain me from compaſling theſe by any 
means, however unjuſt, if I can eſcape the cognizance 
of human laws, and am no otherwiſe accountable: for 
my actions? In the like manner, the innocent virgin is 
deluded or robbed of her virtues, the honeſt man of 
his life or property, by the falſe oath of a peijured vil- 
lain. As for virtue being its own reward, that is but a 
poor tie upon mankind, "Thoſe great heathens I men- 
tioned, even from the light of nature, inferred a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments ; and accordingly, 
we find their lives and principles were anſwerable to 
ſuch a belief. But our modern heathens, not only 
believe leſs than thoſe great men did, but are alſo vi- 
cious, immoral, and profligate in their manners. Tho 
| am convinced, in their own breaſts. they believe and 
tremble, they are either too proud or too wicked to ac- 
knowledge the truth of a doctrine, ſo very oppoſite to 
their tenor of practice. If theſe wretches would any 
theſe poiſons to themſelves, it were not altogether ſo 
very bad; but we find them as active in making proſe- 
tes to deſtruCtion, as the beſt men can be in bringing 
over others to virtue. 

It would exceed the limits of my paper, to ſhew all 
the evil tendency of the abfurd tenets of our modern 
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This they do without ſubſtituting any in the place 
of it, unleſs it be that they will degrade us to a lexel 
with the beaſts that periſh. Creatures of this kind are, 
in general, cowards, and it is hardly poſſible they can 
be otherwiſe : for, with what fears and apprehenſion 
muſt a man approach the danger of diſſolution, who 
thinks his being is terminated by the grave. He will 
ſhrink, even whe his country calls upon him for de- 
fence, he will look upon an enemy as one who may 

ut an everlaſting end to his very being. To this cur- 

ed cauſe England may attribute the loſs of one of the 
greateſt viQtories recorded in hiſtory, I mean that of 
Minz. Theſe fellows, with all their pretended 
bravery, even againſt omnipotence itſelf, are the moſt 
abject wretches imaginable on the approach of death, 
Witneſs the behaviour of the wicked Lord Rocheſter“, 
who died in the utmoſt agonies of deſpair, haunted by 
an evil conſcience, for his incredulity and the wicked- 
neſs of his paſt life. This is undoubtedly the caſe of 
them all, where they have not been cut off ſuddenly, 
and have had any time allowed them to refle& on their 
miſerable ſtate. I wonder the converſion of two of 
the greateſt men our age has produced, has not beena 
warning to thoſe gentry. . 

Since I have ſpoken of theſe great geniuſes, I will 
relate the happy cauſe of their converſion, which was 
this: They were unhappily members of a profane 
club of profeſſed Deiſts in London, and being the 
ableſt men amongſt them, were employed by them to 
write in ridicule of religion. One undertook to uſe 
his pen againſt the reſurrection, the other againſt the 
converſion of St. Paul. For this purpoſe they ſearch- 
ed the Scriptures, and ſifted every book which had 

been written for and againſt, in order to find out argu- 
ments to their purpoſe. The event proved moſt 2 

tu nate, 


No. 20 


® The writer of this ſpeculation being at preſent at ſome diſ- 
tance from the preſs, and not chuſing to take the liberty of alter- 
ing any part of his paper, we think proper to obſerve here, that 
he hath miſtaken the fact, for Lord Rocheſter died a remarkable 
penitent, 2s appears from a narrative of that event, pub- 
ſhiled by biſhop Buract. 
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tunate, for they not only became proſelytes to the very 
opinions they fat down to confute, but alſo publiſhed 
two of the beſt treatiſes in defence of them which were 
ever written on thoſe ſubjeQs. | 

Upon the whole then, from my long experience in 
the world, I never knew one of theſe pretended moral 
unbelievers, who was not a rogue and a fcoundre! at 
the bottom, or who would ſtick at any means, however 
villainous or baſe, to ſatisfy his luſt, his ambition or his 
avatice. Remota formidine pane, take away the ap- 
prehenſions of the gallows, they are all Col. Charters's ; 
they will rob, cheat, perjure, lie, raviſh, and even 
murder, to ſatiate their beaſtly appetites, and that un- 
der a ſpecious pretence to moral honeſty. | 


* 
* _— 
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From the MxeRcuRY in Parliament: ſtreet. 


A N 


HO” meanly born a ſon of earth, 
In ev'ry clime I boaſt my birth, 
In ew y realm acceptance find, 
Admir d and wod'd by human kind. 
Familiar with the rich and great, 
. With kings and miniſters of ſtate ; 
The court I ſeek, the college ſhun, 
Thro' ev'ry ſcene of pleaſure run,; 
And yet in dull inaction rf 
IWhole years with thoſe who love me beſt. 
TV foreign both by birth and name, 
Yet England is the home I claim ; | 
For there I firſt was freed from fetters, 
Was form'd and furniſh'd there with letters; 
And there receiv'd (to ſpeak the truth) 
The beſt impreſſions in my youth. 
Of health 1 never knew decay, 
Yet go to docters ev'ry day; 
And, the they newer hurt or fret me; 
Yet wile empirics often ſweat me ; 
Ry which, tho ſound in conflitution, 
Im ſometimes brought to diſſolution. 
Vol, G My 
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My head with brains tho unendow'd, 


' The beſt in Britain is allow'd, | N 
An all the ewirld, to do me right, _ 
Tho foft and heawy, think me bright. No 


With ſome I'm free, to ſome eſtrangd, 
Am flill the ſame, tho often chang d; 
And. tho' I feel nor jay nor dread, 

Look ſometimes pale and ſometimes red. 

To know me now by marks ſo plain, 
You ſurely need nat ſearch in vain , 

Or, ſhould you ſtill be at a loſs, T 
I alavays avear a ſplendid croſs ; 


And look diſtinctly in my face, — 85 

You'll plainly ſee me mar d with grace; 42 ho 

The men by me, at certain times, to 8 

Are tempted to the ⁊uorſt of crimes. 6 * 
IWith fools and ſages both I dave!l, vu 

But vije-men only uſe me well. X 9 

5 it ma 
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Aftuat infælix. Ju vx. 
He wretched burns. | 


TT was an obſervation of no leſs a man than the 
great Milton, that his genius was ſtronger from the 
autumnal to the vernal equinox, than from the vernal 
to the autumnal. At firſt ſight one would imagine this 
to be ſomewhat odd, that the wis poetica ſhould differ 
from all other vegetables in nature, and ſhould flou- 
riſh moſt, at a ſeaſon when others decay: yet I think 
it may be accounted for. All our ſenſations ariſe from 
impreſſions made on our organs by external objects: 
now, certainly the more braced thoſe organs are, the 
quicker and ſtronger will thoſe impreſſions be; and 
vice verſa, the more relaxed they are, the weaker and 
duller will the impreſſions be. We muſt, therefore, 
acknowledge, that the winter months, like cold baths, 
brace up the nerves and fibres; whilſt, on the con- 
trary, the heats of ſummer relax them. 
have often thought the human body like a muſical 
inſtrument, which, when the cords thereof are ſtretched 
to the proper tone, will ſend forth pleaſing harmony, 
and agreeable notes: ſo the body, when the nerves 
are tuned to their proper pitch, wiil have agreeable 
lenſations, and the ſoul, like a ſkilful artiſt, will pro- 
duce harmonious concords. How then can we expect 
this effect in the ſultry Dog-days, when the inſtru- 
ment of the body is unſtrung by exceſſive heats ? We 
find Horace panting for breath at Baiz, and we may 
remark that his ſummer odes have neither the ſame life 
or ſpirit, which we obſerve in his winter ones. What 
rergth and vigour is there in his poetry, when he fits 
at a good fire with his companions, over a bottle of 
old Falernian. He was, no doubt, all alive when be 
lays, "ay Mun 
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Nunc eft bibendum: nunc pede libero 
Pulſanda tellus | 


Now, now, tis time to dance and play, 
And drink and frolic all the day. 


And we find the ſame flow of ſpirits in all his winter 
compolitions. 

With what force of genius do we fee Virgil deſcribe 
his Scythian Winter, which he certainly wrote in that 
ſeaſon? and with what larguor does he cry out in 
lummer, | 


0 gui me gelidis in vallibus Hemi 
Siftet & ingents ramorum protegat umbra |! 


Who, in cool Hæmus vales my limbs will lay, 
And in the darkeſt thicker hide from day. 


How languid is his Marmoreum AZquor, or Marble 
Surfaced Sea, in compariſon with his deſcription of his 
orm, f | 


Euruſque notuſque ruunt, creberque precellis 
Aſricus- 


South, eaſt, and weſt, with mix'd confuſion roar, 
And rowl the foaming billows to the hoar. 


which undoubtedly he wrote in ſtormy weather. 


Even the great Shakeſpeare, whoſe vaſt genius one 
would imagine, was proof againſt the viciſſitudes of ſex 
fons, has great inequalities in his writings, which | 
muſt attribute to the di7erent times of the year in which 
he wrote, The exalted ſentiments of Hamlet, the 
finely painted jealouſy of Othello, the exquiſitely 
drawn madneſs of Lear, muſt have been-wrought up 
by a man whoſe nerves were ſtrong by the elaſtic cold 
of winter: whereas, read his Midſummer's Night's 
Dream, and others of his ſummer writings, and you 
will eafily perceive how much his genius was enervat- 


ed by the ſultry heats of Auguit, Falſtaff had melted 
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in his own greaſe in the violent ſcorching of a ſummer ; 
nor could Macbeth have well murdered ſleep in one of 
theſe ſhort nights: his Tempeſt too muſt have been 
huſhed, and his witches vaniſhed. Ede 

Many of my readers will think this opinion whim- 
ſical, and ſome will ſay it is abſurd: yet if they will 
conſider, and examine a little the difference between 
the ſummer and winter productions in this town, they 
will diſcover that there is ſome reaſon in what F ad- 
vance. Look into our magazines, our news papers, or 
in ſhort into any thing publiſhed in this hot ſeaſon ; 


| how much languidneſs and ſweaty labour do they 


ſew ? The ſublime obſervations on dangerous ground- 
ſellers, ſleeping watchmen, tender hearted. hang-men, 
or broken pavements, with which our papers abound' 
ia the winter months, now change into trite directions 
for conſtructing hay-ricks, or receipts for. deſtroying 
vermin. The poor Puritan Journaliſts are undone by 


this luminous ſeaſon, and feem, like owls, to ſee worſt. 


in ſunſhine. I hear from very good authority, they 
are already almoſt ſuffocated by the heat of the wea- 
ther, and come but very little abroad: from many o- 


ther ſymptoms, of a deadly nature, it is believed they- 


cannot live till winter. Such of them as are able to 
move, are about making their eſcape to other climates, 
this being, as the vulgar phraſe is, 700 hot for them. _— 
Alas! poor Yorick ! 

The readers of my friend Hoey's paper muſt make 
allowance for the Batchelor at this burning ſeaſon, and 
conſider, that if his nerves are now unſtrung, and out 
of tune, it is a common calamity. Perhaps next win- 
ter may reſtore them to their due elaſticity. All my 
hopes are, that my readers may not be leſs affected by 
perſpiration, and therefore as little capable of j udging, 
as I am of writing. 

I have not of late heard any thing from my fair cor- 
reſpondent, Lx TTY Love-YouTH, which I impute 


to the above-mentioned cauſe, wiz. that ſhe is not cool 


enough to write, and is afraid that warmth might pro- 
duce ſomething unworthy her pen. 
G 3 ob- 
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I obſerve, to make up for the deficiency of merit in 
the matter of this paper, my friend Hoey has made 
uſe of artifice, to attact the admiration of his readers: 
1 mean the placing BLACK LINEs round his margin, 
'This was, no doubr, an imitation of the Dublin Jour- 
nal, and a poor ambition of aping Faulkner the Great, 
In this manner, becauſe Virgil was a floven, all 
the half wits of Rome became negligent in their dreſs: 
thus every ſhallow curate with large eye-brows, is a 
Swift., When the ſeaſon for good writing returns, I 
would adviſe him to reftore them to the proprietor of 
them, as he will not then ſtand in need of this artifice to 
amuſe the people; but at preſent I would have him 
keep them to jet off this and other bad compoſitions, 
which this barten ſeaſon obliges him to fill his paper 
with; tho' ſome may, perhaps, compare them to a 
fence about weeds, or a wall built to preſerve nettles: 
but let them conſider, that as painters at their picture 
auctions, put their worſt pieces into the gaudieſt 2 
ſo theſe lines are a device to put off the product of 
this adverſe time to writing. 

I ſhall conclude, therefore, with obſerving, that if 
the ſublime Milton, the ingenious Horace, the judici- 
cus Virgil, the great child of nature and fancy, Shake- 
ſpeare, the ingenious publiſher of the Dublin Journal, and 
che renowned Committee of the Puritanic Journal, were 
deficient in point of genius in the heats of ſummer, 
what muſt Wagſtaffe do, who has more years, and 
conſequently more infirmities to complain of, than 
any of thoſe great geniuſes I have cited ? 1 
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No. 31. Saturday, Augu, 9g. 


* 
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Velut hlwuis ubi paſſim, 

Palantes error certo de tramite pellit 

Ilie finiſtrorſum, hic dextroſum abit. unus utrique 
Error, ſed varius illudit partibus. 


As in thick woods, where. wretched wand'rers 
ſtray, 

Error miſleads them from the certain way; 

Whether to right hand or toleſt they go, 

Error deludes them, and is till their ſoc. Ax ox. 


S the defire of happineſs is the governing pria- 
ciple of our nature, it is not to be wondered 
at, that mankind ſhould endeavour after the purſuit of 
it, by all ways. and means imaginable. But alas.! 
ſuch is the weakneſs of our limited underſtandings, 
ſuch is the blindeſs of our corrupt imaginations, that 
we defeat thoſe very ends by which we might arrive 
at it. The very. objects we were moſt certain of 
finding it centered in, are perhaps the moſt diſtant 
from it; and thoſe men who are the moſt earneſt in 
the ſearch of it, we often find to be diſappointed in 
the attainment of it. | 

I was ruminating on this ſubject the other night, 
before I went to bed, and the idea made fo ſtrong an 
impreſſion on my mind, that in my ſleep it preſented 
to my imagination the following viſion. | 

Methought J was in a very arge plain, which was 
incircled by a moſt extenſive wo In this wide ex- 
tended plain I ſaw a moſt prodigious multitude aſ- 
ſembled: on a ſudden they all began to move: I en- 
quired whither they were going? I was informed 
that they all beat their ſteps with a deſign to arrive at 
G 4 | the 
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the Temple of Happineſs, which was ſituated at the 
extremity of the wood. 

There were three viſtos cut through the wood, and 
the multitude divided itſelf into three diſtin parties, 
each taking a different rout. The names of theſe 
three roads I found were Riches, Learning, and Con- 
tentment. I immediately joined myſelf to a large 
company, and with them entered the road of Riches, 
deſirous of attaining the Temple. Our journey, for 
a while, was pleaſant and we travelled on in high 
ipirits, as certain of ſucceſs. But behold! we had 
not proceeded far, when we could diſcern dreary 
e frightful precipices, and horrid gulphs. 

here were horrid fiends of moſt tremendous forms, 
who ſeized my unfortunate companions, and daſhed 
them down the dreadful precipices, or devoured them 
in the horrid gulphs. Theſe loathſome ſpecttes were 
Ambition, Revenge, Envy, Covetouſneſs and Self- 
love. I ſtarted back affrighted, and was in the ut- 
moſt ed en- of periſhing, when a damſel, of a 
moſt ſerene aſpect, came to my relief, and led me 
back to the plain, from whence I ſet out : her name 
was Competency: I expreſſed my utmoſt gratitude 
to her for my preſervation, when ſhe thus accofted 
me: Stranger, fays ſhe, you have eſcaphd the 
greateſt dangers ; for ſuch of thoſe unhappy wretches 
as have ſurvived the gulphs and precipices, will ar- 
rive at a Temple which has all the external ornaments 
of gold and precious ſtones, and which their blinded 
imaginations will paint to them as the true Temple 
of Happineſs : nor will they at firſt perceive their 
error; but alas! in the end they will find it to be 
the ſeat of Miſery ; here they will make theira bode 
with biting cares and anxious diſquietudes.“ 

Here my guide forſook me, and I joined myſelf to 
another company, and proceeded with them in 
the way of Learning through another opening in 
the wood, 

'This road I found was very difficult and narrow at 
the firſt entrance. In many places obſcurity, doubts, 
and perplexity impeded our ſteps, and 1 —_ - 
; . farther 
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farther we proceeded, | the more theſe increaſed : 
many of my tellow-trayellers periſhed in the attempt: 
ſome were too weak, otliets too undwieldly for fo 
difficult a journey. Here you might ſee ſome fain- 
ting through want of natural abilities, and many 
were ſo entangled r{t the briers and thorns of con- 
troverſy, that they fell in heaps, never more able to 
riſe. Divines, Poets Philoſophers and School-men, 
ſtrowed the way with their feeble carcaſes, and vaſt 
numbers; ſtunibled over them: it reſembled a ſlaughter 
in the lliad, or the carnage of Dæmons in Paradiſe 
Loſt. , i jeopmiten ante ori ann n boite 
Here I could perceive: phanthoms hovering over 
me, almoſt as frightful as thofe I ſaw in the road of 
Riches. Theſe were Doubt, Perplexity, and Con- 
tradition. - I was now almoſt overcome by diſpair of 
ever attaining the long wiſhed for Temple, when the 
moſt beautiful being imaginable 'preſented hetſelf. 
to my view: ſhe exactly anſwered the diſcription 
Virgil gives of Venus, et vera inceſſu patuit dia; or 
according to Milton, grace was in all her ſteps :” 
her name was Prudence: ſhe law my diſtreſs, 
and taking me by the hand, led me into a narrow, 
unftequented path, into the pleaſing road of Content- 
ment. | CONES 
This was the reverſe of the other roads I had tra- 
velled, as it grew the more delightſul the farther I pro- 
ceeded. Here, inſtead of frigbtful precipices}. or 
thorny ways, the ground was enamelled with flowers 
of various hues : the ait was ſweet, and the ſky had 
a moſt ſerene. aſpect. Here 1 felt no wearineſs, no 
anxiety or fear, but proceeded on my journey in the 
5 51 ſpirits; then my heavenly guide purged my 
Viſual nerves from thoſe miſts which they had before 
contracted, and I could: plainly ſee the completion of 
my wiſhes, I mean the Temple of Happineſs. 1 
haſtened my ſteps, and at length attained: to it. It 
was a plain edifice on the outſide, void of all arti- 
fcial ornaments, but the exquiſite workmanſhip 
2 my admiration, tho' with the utmoſt plain - 
neſs, | 
G.s Hentered 
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I entered the Temble, conducted by my guide, 
ard ſaw the goddeſs ſtanding, ſupported by Religion 
on her right hand, aud Virtue on her left. - She had 
a moſt lovely countenance, and ſiniled on her votaties 
with pleaſure. My raptures cannot be expreſſed on 
finding myſelf in this delicious place. How great 
was my ſurpriſe to ſee few people here but thoſe in 
the middle, or loweſt rank of life. I expected to 
have found the Temple filled with crowns and ſcep- 
tres, ſtars arfd garters, coronets and mitres ; but not 
one of theſe was to be ſeen: on the contrary, many 
arrived here from the meaneſt cottages. I was jut 
about to proſtrate myſelf to the Deity of the Tem- 
ple, when in the action I awaked. 'F 


—— 


From the Mxrcury in Parliament, ſtreet. 


The Pusftrax ComwmirTEs: A Poem. 


E nine, aſſiſt me to deſcribe 
That low, malicious, motley tribe; 
That Puritanic, wile Committee, 

The peſt and ſcandal of our city, 

Who flander Virtue, libel Station, 

And trumpet Faction thro" the nation. 

And firſt a ſcribler mean and ſhabby, 

The fav'rite wit of | Mary's: Abbey, 
MunpuNnGvs cemes with ſolemn air, 

As prefident, to take the chair: 

To him ſucceeds a dull enditer, 

Poor CanT, who thinks 25 a writer ; 
The Freeman's ſcribe diurnal, 

And grand rewiſer of Lis Journal. 
From Stafford. fireet behold him march, 
Deep muſing, tow'rds St. Owen Arch. 
With PETULaNT, another true boy, 
For flate attended by a blue-bey. 

Next comes a ſelf-conceited aſs, 


Diftinguiſh'd by his front of braſs, 


Old 


— 
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Old Dram, the Anti-phlogian draper, 
Who ne'er impreſs'd @ thought on Paper; 
Nay, = his wits and worth together, 
They 5 

Nor muſt the muſe omit another, 

Long, heavy Lank, his booby. brather,_ 
Whoſe want of ſenſe, and lack of prace, 


Appear conſpicuous in bis face. + 


But who can count the crouds that follow 


Thoſe witlings, hated by Apollo? 
Fanatic cits, who, ew ry day, 
Are led by CLuncn. from Uſber's-quay;; | 
Or take from Aungier-Hreet their journey, 
Headed by Gries the tall attorney? 
For ſure no. man alive ſuppoſes 
The Muſe will 2 to reckon noſes, 
Or tot up all the ſcurvy dwellers, 
That troop from garrets, ſhops and cellars ; 
Wretches, wwho, wholly void of letters, 
Commence reformers of. their betters, 
And, unreſtrain'd by ſenſe or reaſon, 
Improve licentiouſneſs to treaſon } 

O, Liberty, return once more, 
Return to this deſerted ſhore ; 
Foul inſolence from hence to baniſh 
Far ſouth, among the French and Sfaniſb ; 
Or ſhould the warlet chuſe to fit on 
The hyperborean parts of Briton, 
There let her land at all adventures, 
And dwell with Arians and Drs. 


oth would ſcarce out-weigh a feather ! 
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Multa ſenem circumveniunt incommoda. Hon. 


Many inconveniences attend old age. 


RAVELLERS tell us that in America and at 
the Cape of Good Hope, the ſavages have a 
moſt barbarous cuſtom of putting old men to death, 
when they are paſt their Dur I ſhould be very 
ſorry that ſuch a cuſtom obtained amongſt us, or 
that a law were made to that — — Laan old 
men are very uſeful members of ſociety : although 
they may be paſt the more active duties of life, yet 
(if they have employed their younger days in acqui- 
ring a competent ſtock of knowledge and learning) 
they can ſtill be very ſerviceable to the publick, b 

their 1 8 and advice. The hurry of their vaſk: 
ons is ſubſided, their reflection is calm, and their long 
experience and obſervation, render them capable of 
correcting the irregular ſallies of youth by whole- 
ſome counſel. 

A ſenfible, healthy old man, is, I think, the no- 
bleſt object in the creation. He is the moſt enter- 
taining, as well as improving companion that can be 
met with. But let us ſuppoſe on the other hand, that 
a law were enacted, by which, alamode de ſavage, 
that all the uſeleſs old men in this kingdom ſhould be 
put to death: Lord! what daily executions ſhould 
we ſee of old gentlemen, who now ſet up for Bucks, 
frequent brothels, keep miſtreſſes, play at drums, 
and dreſs in the top of the mode. If I were the in- 
terpreter of this law, I would account thoſe old men 


uſeleſs, who have ſpent their youth in folly, vice and. 


ignorance ; and have laid up no fund of virtue or 
| know- 
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knowledge, either of books or men, to render old 
age reſpectable. What numbers of this kind do we 
every day ſee in this town, who, inſtead of being 
uſeful members of ſociety, are meer blanks or cy- 
phers. Some of them render themſelves highly ridi- 
culous, by a fooliſh affectation of gallantry, by an 
abſurd endeavour to imitate their juniors in vice, 
faſhions, intemperance and vanity. So filly are ſome 
of my - ee as to think of enjoying, with 
raptures, the charms of ſixteen: but alas! I can tell 
them thoſe days are over, and that it is only à falſe 
appetite : it is like the Calenture, or hot fever, which 
makes the unhappy ſailors who are affected with it, 
imagine that they ſee beautiful meadows and delight- 
ful groves in the ſea, and will throw themſelves over- 
board if not prevented ; nay, ſo far do theſe meer 
ſhadows of gallantry carry their madneſs, as to keep 
up the vices of ſenſuality which they praQtiſed in 
their youth; at left they endeavour to do fo in ap- 
pearance. An old rake is a ſhocking, deteſtable ani- 
mal, and in my opinion, not a whit ſuperior to a 
baboon, or rather. ſeems to be of the nature of a 
goat, whoſe defires grow the more inoxdinate the old- 
er he grows. 

Even to hear diſcourſe from the lips ef an old 
man, which favours of vice, profaneneſs or levity 
is ſhocking ; whereas on the contrary, the chearſul- 
neſs of grey hairs, which flows from virtue and good 
ſenſe, is delightful and inſtruQive > in ſhort, we ſee 
daily inſtances of many who juſt exiſt on the dregs 
of a broken conſtitution; and on ſtating the account 
of a life of Deiſm, vice and wickedneſs, have ne 
A vouchers to produce, but ſuch as the poet 
ays, = i | 


A youth of | folly, and ol age of ears. 

Such as theſe, I. fancy would ſtand in very little 
chance of even a reprieve, much leſs of a pardon, 
upon a fair trial, unleſs ſome old ladies of N 

0 


might make intereſt for them, leſt they ſhould loſe 
many good hands at Loo. But I would have no 


mercy 
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mercy at all ſhewn to thoſe wanton old wretches, 
who, perhaps, on the eve of ſeventy, will needs ſa- 
crifice youth and beauty to their impotent deſires, an 
unnatural union of December and May. I would 
myſelf gladly be the executioner of ſuch offenders, 
who tantalize poor eighteen, and prevent her from 
anſwering the end of her creation, by an unadequate 
match. Old Laſius is one of thoſe : he married the 
charming Theophila in all her bloom of beauty : he 
was ſeyenty-two, ſhe ſcarce twenty : he ſettled but a 
| ſmall jointure on her; and though ſhe has made one 
of the beſt wives in the world, his niggard heart will 
not ſuffer him to add to it. She has been his nurſe- 
tender in a long, tedious ſickneſs, and bore his mo- 
roſe humours with unexampled ſweetneſs, yet he haz 
not the generoſity to repay her goodneſs by an addi- 
tion to her dower out of his immenſe fortune. 

This ſort of old fellows puts me in mind of the 
Harpies in Virgil's Æneid, who defiled the food they 
could not enjoy: fo theſe feeble engroſſers hoard, as 
they do their gold, that bloom of ſprightlineſs and 
beauty, which they want abilities to reliſh, and then, 
perhaps, live long enough to plague the unfortunate 
young creature till her charms are vaniſhed. Some- 
times, indeed, the maiden widows of theſe old 
dotards have had the luck to have ſoon got rid of 
them, and then have got matches ſuitable to their 

ears. + i 

: Parents who oblige their daughters thus to wed 
age and impotence, are, in my opinion, more cruel 
in their ſacrifice than Jeptha or Agamemnon : they 
only cut their daughters throats thro* a miſtaken- no- 
tion of religion; but theſe are guilty of infficting that 
moſt barbarous puniſhment of Mezentius on their in- 
nocent children for gold, that of tying the living to 
the dead. And I could heartily wiſh that theſe old 
blockheads, who thus encounter in an unequal con- 
fi, may always meet with the juſt reward of their 
deſerts, vis. a pair of horns, and a broken heart. 
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From the Mercury in Parliament-ſtreet. 


Mzxcuxy and Momus : An Epigram. 
LD Mouvs, the god of the Puritan-preſs, 
Perceiving his int'reſt was ſtill growing leſs, 
And Hermes and Ho v were the cauſe of its fail- 


17 , 

Reſorts to his infamous remedy, railing ; 
Exclaiming aloud, in the rage of his grief, 
That Hogy was a papiſt, and bee a thief. 

Hor v thinks it beneath him to make an apology 
For diff ring from Momus in point of theology; 
But HERMES muſt own, he has ated his part, 
By giving the dotard a proof of his art ; 
Admits he has robb'd him of all his abettors, 
Of all his pretenſions to genius and letters, 

ay totally ſtripp d him of credit and fame, 
Ner left him one tatter to cover bis ſhame. X 


To Mr. aus Hoey, Parliamentaſtreet. 


SIR, 


O'TWITHSTANDING the. immenſurable 
diſtance which happens to be between us, I 
am, occaſionally, furniſhed (by means of an inviſible 
agent) with the moſt material matters which happen 
in the, world of your exiſtence. — Twice a week, by 
a particular commiſſion given him, I receive your 
publication, under the title of The Dublin Mercury, 
which hath given me, in my gloomy meditations, a 
good deal of ſatisfaction; having ſeen therein the 
Speculations of your friend Ior FY WaGSTAFFE, 
whoſe ſtyle is vaſtly pleaſing to me, being, in many 
reſpects, ſimilar to the Lucubrations of my cotempo- 
rary, Isaac BickERSTAPFE ; of whoſe merit, I am 
ſure, many till remaining in your literary. world, 
have a juſt opinion, My agent, once, brought me 

| à NEWS» 
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a news-paper, called The Freeman's Journal—replete 
with nonſenſe—=invidious anecdotes—filly, crude ſar. 
ea/ms calculated to inflame the different breaſts of 
your dear brethren and fellow citizen; —wherefore, 
upon * indicated my diſpleaſure, by forbid- 
ding him to. furniſh me, for the future, with ſuch 
fanatic ſtuff—in obedience to my commands, he haz 
not troubled me with this article ſince.— But how- 
ever, I cannot help reflefting upon the wile, yet jll 
invectives, by which the once-fair “ breaſt of the 
paper juſt mentioned, has been ſullied, (daubed 
ſhould have ſaid) and were the infignificant author: 
of ſuch witleſs and inſiduous produQtions to appear 
before my Tribunal, I ſhould to all intents and pur- 

ſes, pronounce them barren of underſtanding — 
incorrigible dunces, and their labours fit for naught 
but to be, by the moſt deſpicable of your ſhoe-boys, 
preſented as a averthy facrihce to Cloacina's ſhrine. 

From ſeeing no anſwer to the ingenious Riddle in- 
ſerted in your paper of the 26th of your month July, 
I herewit fend you a ſong, which, with many others, 
] compoſed when my intelleQual faculties were truly 
vigorous. I am almoſt ſure that you will find in it « 

tion correſpondent to the author's meaning—if ſo, 
and that this my firſt eſſay from my preſent habitati- 
en ſhall prove any way tolerable to your much, by 
me, admired correſpondent WacsTarye, I ſhall, by 
my ſwift mefſenger, occaſionally contribute my peu 
mite towards the longevity (if with propriety I may 
call it ſo) of your ſpirited and ingenious paper. 
J remain, though far diſtant from ye, | 


The Batchelor's and your devoted friend, 
(the once ſprightly) 
From the region of Immortality, 
_ the Bth moon of the year 581 Jonn: Gar. 
codes 
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66 Maid is like the golden ore, 
A « Wiih money intrinſical in't— 
« Whoſe worth is never known before 
« *Tis try'd, and 775 in the mint. 
© Armwife's lite aGUINE A is gold, 
Stamp d with the name of her ſpouſe— 
«© Now here, now there —is bought and ſold, 
And current in every houſe.” Bec, Oy. 


No. 33. Saturday, September 13. 


Ingenuas didiciſſe fideliter artes, 
Emollit mores ; nec ſinit eſſe feros. Ovid. 


Where'er the liberal arts adorn the mind, 
We gentle manners without fierceneſs _ 
NOR. 


| Happened lately to fall into the company of a ſet 
of country *Squires, who ſtile themſelves Sportſ- 
men: they are a ſpecies of animals in the general, 
who are not a whit more knowing than the horſes 
they ride, nor more poliſhed in their manners than 
the dogs they purſue. We dined together, and the 
company conſiſted of half a dozen of theſe creatures, 
the parfon of the pariſh, and your humble ſervant. 
The converfation after dinner, immediately turned on 
(porting, as they term it. Not a horſe or mare of 
any repute in England or Ireland, whoſe pedigree for 
many generations, and exploits at Newmarket and 
the Curragh, was not brought on the carpet. Twa' 
ot the gentlemen who had been on the turf, that is, 
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kept race horſes, and were running out their fortunes 
in full gallop by it, were particularly vociſerous on 
this ſubject. At length a diſpute aroſe between them, 
which of them had the better cattle :: this could only 
be decided (the modern way of argument amongſt 
fools and ſharpers) by a wager ;. accordingly a match 
was inſtantly propoſed for fifty. guineas each. The 
other ſquires, who, like Sancho and the. barber, 
thought it a ſhame to be idle whilſt the chiefs were 
engaged, began to make bets on either ſide : by this 
means they all grew noiſy, and talked all together : 
the parſon and | were ſilent all the time: J was te- 
flecting what a wretched, deſpicable being a two- 
legged animal is, who is not governed by reaſon, 
what is worſe, who abuſes that noble faculty, by 
not turning it to the excellent purpoſes for which it 
was given him: I almoſt imagined myſelf amongſt 1 
ſet of Gulliver's Yahoos, endowed with ſpeech, who 
were talking of their maſters the Houyhahms. Lwa 
in this kind of reſverie, when the Yahoo who: ſat 
next me, ſlapt me on the ſhoulder, Why ſo grave, 
Mr. Wagſtaffe? you han't ſaid a word ſince dis. 
* ner.” I anſwered, I did not underſtand the ſubject 
they were upon, and therefore was incapable of 
joining in their converſation. © Damme,“ ſays ano- 
ther of them, * is not this better than talking of old 
* muſty books, and ſtories of old Greeks and Ro- 
mans, that died a hundred years ago.“ Ay, curſe 
them,“ ſays a third, I could never bear then 
* ſince I was at ſchool; I remember I was often 
* damnably flogged on their account? Come, fayt 
the man of the houſe, * let us change the diſcourſe; 
the hunting ſeaſon will ſoon come on, boys; m 
dogs are in fine condition; egad they have colt me 
a damn'd deab of oat-meal all this dear feaſon, and 
* my hunters too have eat ſome barrels of oats. 
Well, fir,” ſays the parſon, and do you not think 
you had better have turned your horſes to grals 
and hanged up all your hounds, and have give! 
© that corn to your fellow-creatures, who were fa 


+ miſhing perhaps at your gate for a morſel of wm 
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rtunes The 'ſquire was nettled at this, and replied in an 
us on angry tone, why, doctor, What is it to you what 
them, comes of the nine parts of the corn, provided you 
-only WM have your tenth ?* Here I could not help takin 
nongſt up the cudgels for the parſon, by ſaying, that 
match Wl tought it finful and irrational to give the food and 
The ſuſtenance of man, in a ſcarce ſeaſon, to brutes ; 
arber, and that they who with-held it from their fellow. 
were creatures, and could ſee them ſtarve, in order to give 
y this it to dogs or horſes, "__ juſtly be deemed the de- 
ether: ſtroyers of mankind. This I ſaid with fo perempto- 
zas te- a tone of voice, that no body replied ; but I could 
 two- WY diſcover a kind of whiſper amongſt the ſportſmen, - 
In, of that they believed I was a Swadler. | grew tired of 
ty, by the company of theſe ſcarce rational animals, and 
ich k gave a ſign to the parſon to come off, which he took, 
neſt and we left the ſquires (who were equally glad to get 
„ who rid of us) to deſtroy all the foxes and hares in the 
L was country over their cups, and to make more bets. 
ho. fat It is melancholy to ſee thg education which the 
grave, elder ſons of men of fortune get in the country. 
de din- Maſter knows the names of all the dogs in the kennel 
ſubject before he can repeat the alphabet; — can ride, leap 
ble af and hunt, before he can read: afterwards he is put 
s ano-M vnder the care of ſome wretched, ignorant tutor, 
of old Ml (bo is had at as low a rate as poſſible) and if the 
d Ro- boy is willing to learn, which a hundred to one is not 
\ curſe the caſe, it is well; if not, he muſt not be thwarted, 
r then s too much reading will hurt his conſtitution. All 
s often I the difference between him and the dog- boy, or the 
e, fam helper in the ſtable is, that his fond mother has been 
-ourſe; particularly careful to get him taught to dance, in 
's ; order to make him a fine gentleman. Many of this 
off mi kind are what the ignorant part of mankind, and the 
mn, and ladies eſpecially, call fine fellows ; and ſome of them 
* oats. afterwards are vaſtly clever at making laws for the 
xt think Wl preſervation of the game, and become expert hands 
> graf im intriguing in the low politics of country corpora- 
e given ons and boroughs, X i {A 
ere fo | would not be underſtood as if I thought that 


hunting and other country diverſions, were not inno- 
cent 


/ 


' bread. 


The 
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cent and healthy avocations from buſineſs or ſtudy ; 
but to make them the whole buſineſs of our lives, 
the only objects of our thoughts, and the ſole topics 
of our converſation, is abſurd and ridiculous : it is 
as tooliſh, as becauſe phyſic is ſometimes neceſſary 
to health, that therefore we ſhould make it our con- 
fant diet. The poor Americans are obliged to ſeek 
the neceſſary ſuſtenance of life by their gun or bow 
with what juſtice, then, ſhall we call theſe people ſa- 
vages, and, at the fame time, ſtile our own 1gno- 
rant, illiterate, ruſtic fox-hunting *ſquires, civilized, 
when, in point of any kind of knowledge or litera. 
ture, they are juſt upon a level? I look upon it 
that a Socrates, a Plato, a Tully, an Addiſon, a Lock 
or a Swift, (in the ſcale of beings) to be more above 
this incogitative ſpecies of mankind, than they are 
ſuperior to the loweſt of brutes. W 
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From the Mercury in Parliament: ſtreet. 
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Cruse 


The Faze-man defeated: A POEM. Js 
ERMES, I find, has fliruck a panic 1 

On all the Scriblers Puritanic, nan 

Who, dreading left their grand committee very 
Should prove the paſtime of the city, — 
And Horx v expoſe them to the nation, [wn 
A mark of public deteſtation, A 
Have chang d their wonted ſtile, abuſe, KW 
And ſeem reſolvy'd to beg a truce. | "es 
CanT ſwears he'll let the F&EE- MAN drops. and 
And bids MunvunGus mind his fbop ; loſs t 
Poor PeETULANT, impreſs'd with terrur, aa Ye 

Begins at laſt to ſee his error; 1 
While Dz. an and Lanx, who loft their wits eſpo 
By herding with fanatic cits, ad 
Diwerted from their wild purſuits, — 
Are now a harmleſi pair of brutes. 2 
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CLUNCH owns it gives him great regret 
He &er engap'd in ſuch a ſet, 
And Gir E prepares his bill of coſt, 
To charge them for the time he loft. 
In ſhort, each booby ſees, tho late, 
That patriotiſm is all a cheat, 
Mere empty ſhow, unmeaning babble, 
Contriv'd and fram'd to ul the rabble ; 
And fo (fince gaining nothing by it) 
Reſolwes to lide hereafter quiet. X 


No. 34 Saturday, September 20. 


Haud dgfenſoribus iſlis tempus eget. 
The times neell net fuch defenders as theſe, 


VIS. 


Have received ſeveral letters of late, directed to 

JesorFrRy WaacsTAFFE, Eſq ; at the Mercury in 
Parliament-Hreet; and am ſorry to tell my laborious 
correſpondents, that they will not at all ſuit with the 
plan of my Speculations. No doubt they are all 
very good in themſelves but, as they are not of a 
piece with my little building, they would ſpoil the 


ſymmetty of the whole. 


A very lengthy (as the jockies phraſe it) epiſtle has 


been ſent me by a man who ſubſcribes himfelf Desee- 


RADQO, which, I honeſtly confeſs, I do not under- 
ſtand : he aims at humour to- be- ſure, but I am at a 
loſs to find out where it lics, unleſs it be in the many 
oaths and execrations with which this ing enious piece 
is ſo much embelliſhed, I would adviſe all my cor- 
jeſpondents, to avoid as much as poſſible, all theſe 
horrid ornaments of phraſe, as they offend the well 


meaning reader ; and really there is neither wit or hu- 
meut in them; they ſavour of irreligion and indecen- 


CY, 
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The want of decency, is avant of ſenſe. 


I am alſo indebted to ſeveral wiſe politicians tor 
letters on the conduct of a certain late patriot. They 
run vaſt encomiums on the great Mr. Pitt, and are 
as ſevere on the preſent Lord Chatham: one ſays he 
deſerted the cauſe of his country by quitting the houſe 
of commons, and that he will now be a cypher a 
Pultney was, when he became Earl of Bath: ano- 
ther punning writer ſays, he has put an ack Butes, 
(meaning, no doubt, Bets, and he does not quel- 
tion but he will at laſt wear Wooden Shoes : a, third is 
very witty on his picture being taken down in Guild 
Hall, London, and to ſhew his learning, compares 
him to Sejanus, whoſe ſtatues were pulled down and 
dragged through the ſtreets of Rome by the popu- 
lace, after his diſgrace. The others are not worth 
taking notice of ; and by the ſpecimens I have given 
of them, I believe my readers will excuſe me for not 
inſerting the letters at full length. | 

For my part, 1 declared in my firſt Speculation, 
that I did not mean to meddle in politics, but to con- 
fine myſelf to uſeſul and pleaſing ſubjects; yet, as | 
find the character of this great man is traduced by 
every ſcribler, who can either creep in proſe, or 
hobble out of time in ill digeſted rhimes, I ſhall beg 
leave to give my opinion candidly of the matter. | 
ſhould be glad to know what accuſation they can 
bring a bind him, or wherefore do they abuſe this 
. * man; forſooth, becauſe after he had 
worn out a weak conſtitution in the ſervice of his 
country, he ſhould retire with a title, which he fo 
juſtly merited Did he not raiſe England from the 
loweſt ebb, to be the glory and the terror of Europe! 
He derived ſucceſs on our arms in war, although he 
could not command it in a peace. Has he not (loa- 


ded with ſickneſs and many infirmities of body, par- 
ticularly that moſt grievous one of the gout) been 
carried to the houſe, and there ſpoke equal to 2 

Demoſtheney 
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Demoſthenes, or Cicero, in the cauſe of liberty and 
his country ? Muſt all theſe things be at once for- 
gotten? Muſt we expect that this man's conſtitution 
or ſpirits could hold out for ever? 
18 for Was he never to have a writ of eaſe? No; our 
They Wl ſhallow politicians, who ſee no farther than into the 
d are WM ſurface of things, would have this great perſonage, 
ys he after he bas deſtroyed his health in the moſt laborious 
houſe WW toils for the ſervice of his country, to leap into the 
er u gulph, like Curtius, juſt to pleaſe them. If he loſt 
- ano- his life in the middle of ſome patriotic ſpeech, (which 
Butes, WY night propably happen, conſidering his infirmities) 
queſ- WE they would then fay he died gloriouſly. Beſides all 
ird is WM this, their judgment of him is premature, and onl 
Guild Wl tends to inflame the minds of the populace. All this 
npares Wl clamour againſt him may turn the love of his country 
n and into the bittereſt enmity againſt it He can ſtill be of 


. 34 


popu- Wl vaſt ſervice, if we do not provoke him to the con- 
worth WW tracy, by our abſurd invectives. 

given 1 ravellers tell us, that every herd of monkies has 
for not ¶ out centinals to watch for them, and to warn them of 


the approach of an enemy, and if one of theſe 
ſhould quit his poſt before he is relieved, he is 
immediately put to death. In like manner, our 


lation, 
o com 


t, as | onkey politicians would tear and claw my lord Ca- 
ed by bam to pieces, as if they had placed him as a centinel 
oſe, of No watch for them, What obligation did he lie under, 
all beg more than any other man, to refuſe a title or place? 
ter. | Wt is certainly incumbent on every man who has a 
ey can family, to provide for them by all honeſt means, 
iſe this Was well as he can; and it is well known, that when 
ze had Nhe was in the miniſtry, he never raiſed a miniſterial 
of his fortune, but on the contrary rejected with ſcorn 
he ſo many of the uſual perquiſites of his office. 

om the Being ſenſible J ſhall draw many ſcriblers on my 
urope ' back for giving my ſentiments thus freely of a man, 
ugh he whom I always have, and ſhall ever admire ; I here- 
't (loa- by give warning to all party writers, that I will not 
y, par- rake notice of, nor anſwer any thing, they ſhall throw 


tj been ut againſt me on this ſubject, as I know many of 


al to hem write againſt him toiſhew their wit, and others 
theney, for 
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for the price of a dinner. It is much eafier to wii 

ſatire than penegyric : ſmall wits, like ſmall wine 62% 
ſooneſt turn to vinegar : theſe I will not meddl Tre 
with, as I do not want to make pickles. This much N 
I will beg leave to aſſure them, that three ling * 
written with a view to inſtruct and pleaſe man. 8 


kind, are of more real uſe, than all the nonſenſica 
ſtuff they can put together to traduce that prez 
man, who only laughs at their follies, and pitie 
their indiſcretions. ] 


» » 


From the MtRrcury in Parliament-ftreet, 


On Momus charging Mexcurxy with dulneſs, 


OMUS, indeed, aſſerts with colour, 
That Maia's ſon is growing anller, 
2 of late that cunning lad, 

The dotard robb'd of what p had; 

And taking all that he poſſeſt, 

His dulneſs flole among the reſt ; 


But there he could not ſtrip him bare, * and 
For Momus had enough to ſpare. X Wl © leſs 
«ate! 

A EPI GCo'R ATM. „you 

10 ed b 

RE AT Pix, to our joy, bas return d to , © inf 

eer Mai. 


Comply'd avith the court, and accepted a peerage ; 
But noble Lord TeMyLE, we bear, is ſo ſtout, 
He will not come in, but reſolves to fland out : 
Allured by no titles he flill remains ſteady, 
For he, the good man, has a title already. 
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Nemo vindictd gaudet, magis quam fæ mina. 
None delight more in revenge than a woman. 


ISS LE TTT Lovt-youTH is not, perhaps, 
ſenſible of the miſchieſs ſhe has done in my fa- 
mily ; ſhe has been the innocent cauſe of my old ſiſter 
Letty's playing the fool by marrying She may re- 

collect, that ſome time ſince there was a kind of a 
card war between them ; in her laſt card unfortu- 
nately, ſhe was ſomewhat ſevere on my ſiſter for be- 
ing an old maid :. this galled her exceſſively, and ever. 
25 made her uneaſy at continuing under fo odious 
an appellation. She came into my room one morn- 
ing, and ſeemed to labour under ſome vaſt anxiety of 
mind: Brother Jeoffry,” ſays ſhe, © you know 1 
* have always kept up a good character with the world, 
* and, thank God, my reputation has been always ſpot- 
« leſs ; beſides, I hope I have behaved towards you as 
« atender, affectionate ſiſter ; (tis true I, am many years 
younger than you) and that I ſhould live to be taunt- 
* ed by that young Giply to be called out of my name; 
in ſhort, to be abuſed by the ſcandalous title of Old 


„Maid, is what I cannot beat.“ 


: 


Here her paſſion roſe ſo high, that it deprived her of 
ſpeech, but vented itſelf in that female conduit, a flood 
of tears. I did all I could to comfort her, and at 
length ſhe proceeded : © Indeed, brother, J am reſol- 
ved to The my condition.” * How change your 
condition! cried I, in aſtoniſhment : What, are you 
* reſolved to change your religion, and become a nun ?' 
„Not at all,” fays ſhe calmly, .** what do you think 
* of our neighbour, Mr. Grouſe? Is he not a very pret- 
* ty young fellow? he loves me vaſtly, and has a hand- 

V. aw H * ſome 


— 


146 The BATCHEL OR. No. 33. 


„ ſome eſtate z tis true, it is incumbered with ſome 
e debts, but my fortune will clear it; and then let me 
„ ſee who will dare to call me an old maid : befides, 
brother, as you have a good fortune, and never matti- 
ed, it would be proper for me to marry and have an 
* heir, to prevent its going out of the family.” ] ſtared 
at her in ſilent amazement for ſome time, not know- 
ing what to fay ; but as I took her whole diſcourſe 
for an hyſteric fit of madneſs, I put her off for that 
time, by telling her I would conſider of it. 

When ſhe left the room, I could not help ruminating 


on the phrenſy of my ſiſter, whois now in her ſixty- 
third year, and Mr, Grouſe is ſcarce thirty. He is a 


meer Country 'Squire : he is one of thoſe uſeful mem- 


bets of ſociety, whoſe ſole occupation is what they 


call country diverſions, ſuch as hunting, ſhooting, ſet- 
ting, horſe- racing, ſwearing, drinking, and debauching 
the innocent daughters of his poor tenants. He had 


a very fine clear eſtate left him by his father, but by 


extravagance, gaming, and ill management, has almoſt 

run it out, OY now he wants my ſiſter's fortune to 

retrieve it, beſides his large expeQations from me. 
In about an hour after my fiſter left me, I wen 


down to the parlour to breakfaſt, with a determined 
reſolution to endeavour to diſſuade my fiſter from (0 


prepoſterous a match, when, to my great ſurprize, 1 
found her, and her lover Mr. Grouſe, in cloſe conver: 
ſation at the tea-table, with her hand faſt locked in 
his. They both ſeemed at firſt in ſome confuſion: | 
ſaluted him civilly, and we fat for ſome time in filence, 
which was broke by Mr. Grouſe, who obſerved, that 
it was a fine day, and that the partridge ſeaſon would 
ſoon come in:“ Are you fond of ſetting, Mr. Wag- 
« ſtaffe ?” ſays he, I like it well enough, ſays I, but 
never wouid draw my net over an old hen, Whilſt 
could ſpring the young game. 

Here my ſiſter could not help bluſhing, or rather 
changing colour ; for fixty odd has ſcarce a bluſh left 
She then told me with ſome heſitation, that if J had no 
objection, Mr, Grouſe and ſhe would be married a: 
ſoon as the writings could be drawn, but that they 
would do nothing without my conſent and 9 
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This 1 looked upon as the common fineſſe of the 
world ; for the parties generally make up the match be- 
tween themſelves, and then aſk the advice of friends. 
I found this to be the preſent caſe, ſo thought it to no 
purpoſe (as my ſiſter is really come to the years of 
diſcretion, and in her own diſpoſal) to ſhew my diſlike 
to this moſt unnatural coalition, and even told them, 
they might do as they pleaſed for me. Although 1 
ſpoke in ſuch a manner, that they might perceive I was 
not altogether ſatisfied, yet they both thanked me in 
the ſtrongeſt terms. In ſhort, the intended bride- 
groom went next day to town to get the writings drawn, 
and in about a week after, took my half frozen ſiſter to 
his arms ; but the raptures he felt moſt, I believe, 
were the poſſeſſion of her fortune, which was con- 
ſiderable. 

She already fancies ſhe is breeding, and offers mo, 
if it be a boy, to call her child Jeoffry : ſhe ſays, ſhe 
hopes he will continue the BArchELORH after my de- 
ceaſe: If it ſhould depend for continuance on my 
nephew Grouſe, I fear it would drop like the Freeman's 
Journal, which I look upon, like her's, to be a falſe 
conception. 

I ſhould exceed the length of my Speculation, if I 
were to pive a detai] of the marriage ceremony, the 
wedding ſupper, the mirth of the gueſts, and her coy 
behaviour on that occaſion ; but all this perhaps I 
may in a future, one inform my readers of: I may al- 
ſo let them know how my ſiſter advances in her preg- 
nancy, or whether ſhe is with child or not. 

P. S. Iam obliged to my deprofundis friend, Mr. 
John Gay, for his fine compliments, and ſhall be glad 
to have his aſſiſtance in theſe my Speculations. I 
ſhould be obliged to him to inform me of the faſhions 
in the infernal regions ; whether the ladies there hate 
the manufactures of thoſe regions as much as our ladies 
do thoſe of their own country, and whether brimſtone 
ſupplies the want of French powder; or what is likely 


to be the faſhionable game to ruin the ladies next win- 
ter. 
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Saturday, Oclober 4. 


—_— — 


Tænum habet in comu ; longe fuge. Honk. 
He is a dangerous man; ſhun him. 


Met with a Treatiſe the other day, called, The 

Philoſophy of Hiſtory, written by Voltaire. I could 
not but lament, that ſo fine a genius as that writer un- 
Joubredly is, ſhould employ his talents m compoting a 
work ſo contrary to religion and good ſenſe. In it he 
every where -ſhews himſelf a Deift, (as all the unbe- 
lieving fine gentlemen ſtile themſelves) and takes eve- 
ry where great liberties with the hiſtory of the Old 
Teſtament. 

It is a-ſhocking thing, that in a country profeſſing 
Chriſtianity, ſuch books ſhould be ſuffered to be print- 
ed or ſold. If a quack were to go about to vend poi- 
ſons to deſtroy mankind, would he not be prohibited, 
and perhaps puniſhed ? How much more pernicious 
poiſons then, are thoſe dangerous books, which taint 
the minds of youth, and ſtagger the opinions of well- 
meaning people. It is ſurpriſing to think, what ends 
theſe unbelievers can propoſe to themſelves, or others, 
in making proſelites. They all ſet up for the ſtricteſt 
morality, and yet they would deſtroy the very founda- 
tion of it, the ſanction of future rewards and puniſh- 
ments. Some of them, when preſſed hard by argy- 
ment, acknowledge a future ſtate ; but then, what aſ- 
ſurance have they of it, (farther than the bare deduc- 
tions of natural reaſon, which can reach no higher than 
a fair probability) unleſs they have recourſe to ſcrip- 
ture for the certainty of it ? | | 

Suppoſing now that Chriſtianity were aboliſhed in 
\ theſe kingdoms by law, (as indeed it is almoſt already 
by cuſtom amongſt people of faſhion) I ſhould be glad 
to know what mode of religion theſe modern philoſo 
phers would ſubſtitute in the ſtead thereof. For all 
civilized nations that we read of, ever had ſome form 


of 


36. 
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9 of worſhip to prevent them from running into down- 
right barbariſm. Would theſe fellows bring us back 
to heatheniſm to fall down to ſtocks and ſtenes? or 
would they have us, like the Egyptians, water our 

— eyes with the adoration of leeks and onions ? Surely 
they will not pretend to tell us, that the refined, ab- 
{tracted ſyſtems of moral philoſophy, would be ſuffi- 
cient to keep-the bulk of mankind withimthe bounds of 

The virtue; at this rate every eobler muſt ænow as much 

* as Plato, and a ſweep chinmey be à Fully. fs 

It would he no very eaſy taſk to convince theſe. ig- 


vet norant people, that virtue is. its own reward; and to 
The difſuade them from murder, robbery, and perjury ; be- 
3 cauſe that by conuuitting ſuch immoral actions, they 
1 were acting againſt the rule of right, and the fitneſs of 


things. Is it not abſud to imagine, that the illiterate 
part of mankind can, from their meer natural reaſon, 
diſtinguiſh good from evil? Would they not often err 
through the inſufficiency of that reaſon, like wanderers 
in the dark. its 

Now theſe good friends the Deiſts, would take from 
mankind a religion, which, not only gives us the high- 
eſt and trueſt conceptions of the Deity we are capable 
of, but teaches us to adore him in a manner acceptable 
to him; and at the ſame time inſtructs us how we ſhould 


wh demean ourſelves to each other, and govern ourſelves 
eſt by ſuch a ſyſtem of. morat precepts, as neither antient 
Wi or modern philoſophers could have an adequate idea 
. of. Tis true, ſome of our modern ones have ſtolen 
irgv- their precepts from it, and then would run it down, 
u. leſt they ſhould ſeem to borrow from it. Men are as 


much indebted to theſe advocates of the deyil, for de- 
priving them of the true light by which they ought to 
walk, as they were to Taylor the occuliſt, who put 
out the eyes of thoſe unfortunate wretches who came 
under his hands. ** | N 

If we take a view of the life and character of Mr. 
Voltaire, I fancy we ſhall find it like that of all his ſect, 


plac neither moral nor virtuous ; for this I take for granted, 
N. that he and all the deiſts are azainſt Chriſtianity, be 


cauſe it is againſt them: it forbids thoſe vices and 
f H 3 enor- 
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enormities, which I am informed he has been guilty of; 
and therefore I do not wonder he is its bittereſt and 
declared enemy. 

I am a layman as well as Mr. Voltaire, and it will 
be thought ſtrange (in this very polite and refined age) 
that I ſhould ſtand up as a champion for religion, and 
not rather leave it to thoſe whoſe trade it is to do fo : 
to this I anſwer ; if the defence of our king and coun- 
try demand from us to hazard our lives and proper- 
Hes when we are called upon, how much more does 
the cauſe of truth, virtue and our God, require from 
us our utmoſt abilities to defend it. 


Dear Was, 
OUR fiſter has effeQually blunted every point 
of ſatire, by reconciling the two amiable qua- 
lines, of an old maid, and a young wife. To atone 
for former impertinences, I preſume to ſend her theſe 
* few congratulatory lines on that happy event. 
* LeTTY Love-YouTHR.' 
YE blooming virgins of threeſc.re, 
Attend Lowe's ſoft O Yes; 
Hymen awaits you at the door, 
And waves the torch of Bliſs. 


Let drear deſpair and anxious rage 
No longer tear your hearts; 

The wav ring god at every age, 
Is fixt by golden darts. 

Pointed by theſe, the lifeleſs eye 
Can beaſt refiſtleſs arms; 

At every glance the lowers die, 
Ae rapture, wit, and charms. 


See LETTYI whom ſoft vows aſſail, 

To fly a fingle life ; 
At egling fixty-three turns tail, 

And firft commences wife. 
O may her nuptial bed be bleft 

With rapturous lobe and * ; 

r, 
8 


— — « a 


May She poſſeſſing and poſſe 
Her children's children ſee 


F No. 73. 
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No. 37. Saturday, Oclober 18 


_— 


— — 


Ex quovis ligno not fit Mercurius. Tas. 
You can never make a (ilk purſe of a ſow's ear. 


HE mind of man, as it is an active principle, 
mult be converſant about ſome object to give it 
employment : it muſt be buſied in ſome purſuit, ot it will 
ſtagnate and become corrupt ; and agreeable to this 
purſuit, the mind will take its bent, and our aQtions will 
accordingly become virtuous or vicious. In this reſ- 
pect mankind. may be reduced into three claſſes : firſt, 
of thoſe who are earneſt in the acquiring riches and 
honours ; ſecondly, they who are obliged to ſeek the 
means of life by labour or induſtry ; and laſtly, thoſe 
tew who are employed in improving their natural un- 
derſtandings by knowledge and learning. 

Under this laſt claſs of men we may rank thoſe of 
the three learned profeſſions, viz. the church, the law, 
and phyfick. The profeſſors of theſe, one would be 
apt to imagine, were men of ſtrong natural abilities, 
highly improved by labour and ſtudy, who were choſ- 
en out meerly on this account, to fill theſe ſeveral pro- 
feſſions : but alas! how much do we ſee the reverſe : 
this I look upon to be owing chiefly to the prejudice, 
or wrong judgment of parents, who will, right or 
wrong, ſend their fons to the College or the Temple, 
invita Minerva, and who perhaps have not the leaſt 
oth of gening in their compoſition ; becauſe, for- 

ooth, the father has intereſt to procure his ſon a bene- 
fice, or elſe he has many law-ſuits on his hands, and 
wants a lawyer to defend bis cauſe. How many ſons 
of Eſculapius do we find of this caſt, who may proper- 
ly be called the licenſed deſtroyers of mankind, and 
contribute not a little to thin, this already, but half 
peopled land. e 

H 4 


To 
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To this whim, caprice, and obſtinate folly of pa- 
rents, who will needs bring up their children accord- 
ng to their own inclinations, and not according to the 
menius and diſpoſition of the youths themſelves, we 

ay attribute the woful miſapplication of talents 
which we every day ſee in the world : for inſtance, we 
often find men in the learned profeſſions, who would 
have grown rich in trade; and on the contrary, we 
ſometimes diſcern a fine genius loſt in a compting- 
houſe, or thrown away behind a counter. I remem- 
ber a dancing maſter ſome years ago, who lamented 
to me that his ſon was a lad of ſuch untoward parts, 
that he deſpaired of ever making him a dancing maſ- 
ter; © So that, Mr. Wagſtaffe,” ſays he, ſince the 
* boy is ſtupid and good for nothing elſe, I will breed 
him a phyſician.” Hence it comes to paſs, that fel- 
lows with brawny ſhoulders, whom nature deſigned 
for coal porters, fill the bench of Themis in furred 
robes, and lawn fleeves cover the arms of him who 
ſhould have carried a chair. 

Yet many ſuch are imported to us from a country, 
which holds the ſhallow capacities of the natives of 
this iſland in the higheſt contempt. As I am not a 
native of this country, F muft be ſo very partial to my 
own as to fay, that if many of my countrymen,who 
are ſent hither to fill the higheſt ſtations, had 
been bred up in the ſeveral occupations to which 
their talents were adapted, they would have been moſt 
uſeful members of ſociety. How many uſeful artifi- 
cers, mechanics, attornies, dancing maſters, porters, 
coblers, ſtock-jobbers, fiddlers and buffoons, have 
been loſt to the world by miſtaking their capacities, 
and thruſting them into the learned profeſſions ? nay 
often, tho* they riſe to the very top of them, they 
cannot avoid diſcovering what providence deſigned 
them for. | 

Indeed the caſe is very different with regard to the 
people of this iſland: they can have nothing to re- 
commend them to high preferments, but an unparal- 
leled ſhare of parts and learning ; therefore, if blind 


parents here will bring their children up to one oy the 
* ear- 
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learned profeſſions, in ſpight of genius or nature, it is 
odds but they muſt be content to fee them hewers of 
wood, and drawers of water; on the other hand, 1 
have often lamented, when I have diſcovered a teal 
genius, who has had no advantages of education: to 
{ee a Newton, loſt in a common iurveyor of land; a 
Swift, in a ſhop-keeper ; and in ſhort, men who would 
have ſhone in any part of Jiterature, thrown away on 
the loweſt purpoſes of life, which meaner talent 
might have anſwered for. I would not have the 
Puritannic ſcriblers of the Factious Journal, think 1 
mean them, for although they are indeed as illiterate 
as poſſible, yet are they at the ſaine time as ſtupid as 
ignorance. made. drnnk. Sed. de mortuis. nibil niſi 
bonum... | 
As men, therefore, are borm with as different capa 
cities as complexions, every parent, if he is capable o- 
judging, ſhould carefully examine the talents, as welf 
as the inclinations of his child, before he determines 
in what ſtation af life he will fix him. If he be nota 
competent judge. of. that himſelf, he ſhould conſult 
with thole. who are equal to the unportant taſk of ad- 
viſing him: he ſhould, if.poſſible, diveſt hiniſelf of all 
prejudice. and parental paxtiality, and conſider, that 
the figure his ſon . will make in lite depends upon it. 
School-maſters are very apt to lead fathers aſtray in 
this refpet, and for their own t:ifling advantage to 
extol boys as lads of parts, who have neither caſte or 
genius. nt e to 
Upon the whole then, 1 would. have every;youth's- 
capacity put to a fair trial, and if, upon a ſtrict exa- 
mination, he was found to have a genius adapted to 
learning, I would have him educated to that profeſſi- 
on to which he ſeemed. moſt inclined : let thoſe - 
whom nature intended for lower offices of lite, be bred 
to them; then we ſhould not have leather heads on 
the b**#ch, nor Corruſodes's in the church. If a 
phyſician be a blockhead, he has a good chance of a 
quantum meruit, to ſtarve. | S's: 
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B-E7KI-CD-DodiicoE>IIZ-LSFLFYE 
No. 38. Tueſday, December g. 


Semper ego auditor tantum ? Joy.* 
Shall 1 for ever only hear? 


HEN the ingenious gentleman Don Quixote 

de la Mancha, after having atchiev'd a mul- 
ritude of ſurprizing adventures, had returned home in 
the lion's cage ; his Rozinante was turn'd to graze, 
his armour and his lance were hung up, and honeſt 
Sancho Pancha went to his former occupation of a 
labouring peaſant, Here it is imagined, that the ini- 
mitable Cervantes intended to have put a final period 
to-the adventures of his knight and ſquire, which 
would have been a moſt irreparable loſs to every read- 
er who has either taſte or humour : but when the 
ſpurious hiſtory of Don Quixote came out, be im- 
mediately makes his legitimate knight and ſquire to 
fally forth anew, and with redoubled force of genius, þ 
he not only makes the ſallies of his true knight and 4 
ſquite, if poſſible, more pleaſing and inftruQtive, but 


with the fineſt raillery imagina! le, expoſes thoſe of * 
the ſalſe one. The ſarcaſm of Cervantes on that un- * 
happy ſcribler, I look upon to be the higheſt ſtroke 
of wit and humour I ever met with in any writer, Po 
I had a viſit the other day from a very learned in- ts 
enious friend of mine, a phyſician. He alked me 80 
By came of late to be ſo ſevere on the faculty with way 
regard to their wigs. ** Would you have us, Mr. Wag- l 
10 affe, ſays he, *©* preſcribe in ſhort bobs, or ſcrat- 40 
ches, like jockies ? — 
„ Should me 
R an 
The Gentlemen who chiefly ſupported this „dei jeſ 
otherwiſe employed for ſome wells vaſt, a few . — I. 


hands, were publiſhed under the title of the BATITLOR. 
ſubjeQ, the large wigs worn by phyſicians, 
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« Should we, on whom people place a confidence 
« for preſerving thetr healths or ſaving their lives, 
« appear as bucks in the covering of our heads? Or 
« is it proper—” Here I interrupted him, by aſ- 
ſuring him moſt ſolemnly, that I was quite innocent 
of the matter he accus'd me of, and that I entirely 
agreed with him in his ſentiments. I told him, that 
the ſpeculation*s wherein the wigs of the faculty 
were attacked, were not written by me, but by ſome 
other writer who had aſſumed my name. For that ! 
ſhould be very far from decrying that moſt neceſſary 
part of the dreſs of a ſon of Aiculapius, eſpecially, 
as the Mock DoQor ſays, a phyfcian can no more 

reſcribe without a large wig than without a fee. 
This the doctor took in good part, and ſaid that from 
my late indiſpoſition and other circumſtances, he 
wondered how I could have been the author. 

When my viſitant left me, I reflected how weak 
and abſurda thing it is for any writer to attack a bo- 
cy of men, particularly ſo powerful a one as that of 
the phyſical tribe. For they all wear huge perriwigs, . 
and are all alike captious, and capable of reſenting any 
attack made upon them. It is true, I have otten ſeen 
a half brother of the faculty driving in his chariot, . 
to deliver a lady, when his wigs might have ſerved 
as an entire covering for the child, and almoſt for a 
cradle. | | 

Apollo was repreſented by the poets, as the god of 
poetry, muſick, and phyſick: he is always portray'd. 
with a vaſt buſh of rays about his head, and hence l 
ſuppoſe his modern ſons, | mean of phyſic, have a-. 
dorn'd their perictaniums with ſuch immenſe buſhes, 
Or perhaps another reaſon may be aſſign'd. Homer 
has every where given his moſt ſlaughtering heroes a 
great creſt of hor'e hair, nodding dreadfully from the 
tops of their helinets ; in like manner, many of our. 
manſlayers have converted the horſe hair into wigs, 
and do as much execution now amongſt his ma- 


jeſties ſubjects, as thoſe creſted Greeks did to the 
Trojans. 


* Thus, 
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Thus, I think, I have apologized ſufficiently for 
the large wigs of my friends of the healing tribe. ] 
do hereby, therefore, forbid' any more ſpeculations or 
letters on that ſubje& ; and let every writer conſider, 
that an attack on this ſet of men, is as dangerous az 
that on a hive of bees, which, if the writer has not Mr. 
Wildman's art, will certainly ſting him. 

I ſhall look upon any man, who harps any more up- 
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on this ſtring, in the light of a bungling ſurgeon, who fo un 
when his patient died of 2 diforder in his brains, lay a 
flay'd his head in order to find out where it lay. Let ged it 
me aſſure our Hippocrates's, that I war not with their it. 
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wigs, and that whilſt they, by their internal faculties, 
adorn their profeiſion and are uſeful ro mankind, they 
may wear what external ornaments they pleaſe on 
their heads, or wherever they think moſt convenient; 
nor will I ever promote parties amongſt them of the 
big and little Wiggians, like the big and little Endi- 
ans in Lilliput. I ſhall conclude; with obſerving, that 
2 pert coxcomb with a ſmart cue ora bag, may do as 
much miſchief by his preſcriptions, as a grave doQor 
with a huge circumference of perriwig. 


No. 39. Tueſday, December 16. 


Omne tulit- punctum, gui miſcuit utile dulci, 
Ledtorem delectando pareterque monendb. Honk. 


Imitated thus by ConGrEve.. 


Who wou'd reprove us, while he makes us laugh, 
Muſt be no Bavius, but a Bickerſtatfe. 


A LTHOUGH I own it would be the higheſt 
piece of preſumption in me, to attempt to tread 
in the ſteps of my. couſin. Iſaac Bickerſtaffe, nor 
have I the vanity to imagine, that I bear the mo” 

aint 
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39. 
y for faint reſemblance to my kinſman, of immortal me- 
2. 1 mory; yet as I can boaſt the honour of a conſan- 
ns or guinity to him, I think I may claim a better title to 
ider, ſucceed him, though unworthily, than they can poſ- 
us a3 ſibly have, who neither ſhew any likeneſs, nor can 
Mr, make out any kindred to him. I am his lineal heir, 
and his pen-deſcends to ine by right of inheritance, 
e up» as a title and eſtate do to the next heir, though ever 
who fo undeſerving. As Achilles had no male heir to 
ains, lay a claim to his ſhield, the Grecian leaders adjud - 
Let ged it to Ulyſſes, as being the molt worthy to bear 
their it. We do not find that a Therſites even thought of 
ties, demanding it; and yet we have many Therfites's 
they who have the impudence to claim my coufin Bicker- 
e on ſtaffe's pen; I mean thoſe infamous ſcriblers, who 
ent; cor the ſake of a dinner, wreck their brains in aerial 
the citadels, called Garrets; or Cyclops like, hammer 
Indi- out their wretched ſtuff in ground cellers, to furniſh 
that out a Factious - Journal. . happy do theſe poor 
To as creatures think themſelves, if they can find the leaſt 
oor NMinaginary open for abuſing men in power; an invec- 
W tie againſt a chief magiftrate, be it never fo falſe 


Wor ſcurrilous, may bring them a beef flake; a 
Wiſtroke at the board of aldermen, the leg of a gooſe 
Win Copper alley ; and the hue and cry after liberty, 
and Billinſgate railing at a chief governor, a pair 
of ſhoes from their employer. I appeal to common 
Wenſe, whether theſe vile performances can ever 
Wanſwer the end of writing, which, as Horace ſays in 
Wy motto, “ is to delight, and at the ſame time 
indtruct the reader.” The proprietors matter not 
ow ill they write, provided, they write bitter 
rough, which is a fine name for ſcolding. I have 
een a cobler in his bulk, with ſpeQacles on his 
ole, highly delighted reading to a ſhoe-boy one of 
hoſe ſcandalous libels, wherein the legiſlature was 
WW raduced in the moſt opprobrious terms, for no 

dther reaſon than to make the paper ſell. TH: 

This pleaſes the vulgar, but muſt certainly make 
he judicious grieve : I think, therefore, the em- 
loyers of theſe hackney writers are more in fault 
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than they, and ſeem to me like the keepers of ſtage 
coaches, who matter not how uneaſy the carriage 


No. 


fidel, 
out of 


is to the paſſengers, provided they get their fare; If | 
7 nor care what lame, blind, ſpavin'd, gall'd, lean, reforn 
ſhoulder-ſlipt, founder'd, glander'd jades they pro. reckoi 
vide to drag the unwieldly machine to the deſtined any o 
period of their journey: or like undertakers, who Ned the 
pick up the moſt ſcald, ragged, dirty fellows they Nin ord 
can meet, and with their ſable covering, think to hare 


hide their defects and naſtineſs. 

For my part, I with-held my ſpeculations for x 
while, in hopes ſome more able hand of 4 pro- 
ſecute the undertaking : and" as this iſland, ng 
doubt, is adorned with men of genius and litera- 
ture, I could heartily wiſh that ſome of them, 
would give inſtruction and amuſement to the pub- — 


07. 
No. 


lic, through the medium of a news-paper, as it i} 

| the cheapeſt way of conveying it to them, and my 
0 reach thoſe whom books could not. I'own it is a dif- . 
ficult taſk to pleaſe the palate of every reader; Swift a 


and a very few others, could arrive at that per, A. bn. 
feQion : of late it is almoſt impoſſible, as the taſte of l. 5 
moſt people is vitiated by novels, that nothing elſe will 10 * 
go down, and thoſe of the worſt kind: the chima- Wl gall 
rical, tedious, unnatural, ſenſeleſs rhapſody of Ch den on 
riſſa and Grandiſon, takes more with the generalit 1 75 
of people, than the fine ſenſe, the pleaſing ſtroke a 


of humour, and the true piQure of real life, drawn b 
in Joſeph Andrews and the Vicar of Wakefield s < 
Notwithſtanding theſe diſcouragements, is it not 2 8 | 
_ undertaking of the greateſt humanity, to ſtem thi rd 
torrent of barbariſm and ill taſte, and if poſſible welter 


convey inſtruction under theſe diſadvantages? Ces ling 0 
tainly, no age or country ever ſtood more in nee Sve it 
of it than this. We are in proportion arrived at wit 
high a pitch of luxury as Rome was in Juvens) fr 3 


time, and are as much debauched by French faſhion 
and follies, as ſhe was by thoſe of Greece. What 
employment, therefore, can be more worthy of the 
ableſt pen to decry theſe, to abaſh the wrinkled let * I 
cher, the gambling dowager, and the perfidiou © all! 
wife; to convince, if poſſible, the hardened i 

e 
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tape fdel, and ridicule the younger part of the fair ſex 
riage out of their follies. ; 

fare; If by my weak endeavours I could bring about a 
lean, Mreformation in any one of theſe points, I ſhould 
pro. Nreckon myſelf of more real uſe to the world, than 
tined WY any of thoſe conquering heroes were, who deſtroy- 
who ed thouſands of their fellow creatures by the ſword, 
they in order to gratify a wanton ambition, or acquire a 
nk to gare of, what is falſely called, Glory. 


for OS NP PPIREBESECREARRE Ds 
pro- ö 

d, no No. 40. Saturday, December 20. 

liter. 
them, 
pub- E:; quidquid chartis amicitur ineptis. Hos. 
is it i: 


And whatever is wrapped in fooliſh papers. 


d mey 
5 0 Happened ſome time ago to ſend for a pound of 
. — ſnuff, and as I have a curioſity to look into every 


ſcrap of paper, whether in print or * that 
ew falls in my way, I examined the cover in which the 
hine. ſnuff was wrapp'd, and found the following letter writ- 
Cen om it. It is ſo much in the ſtyle and ſpirit of my 
3 countrymen, that I thought it might not be unaccepta- 
*. ble to my readers: it alſo ſhews the unaccountable 
3 prejudice which they unjuſtly entertain with regard to 
cofield this country, For my part, I, who have lived a long 
"ot 1 in the world, and know both kingdoms ſo well, 
m chat | have entirely diveſted myſelf of all partiality to 
ble i either. There is ſomething odd in the manner of ſpel- 
> Cer ling ſome words, which I ſhall not alter, but ſhall 
give it exactly as I found it. It ſeems to have been 
N written by a gentleman who had been here, to a friend 
* of his, who. had the misfortune to be baniſhed hither 
"a hion for a lucrative employment. | 

| we Dear Wir. 25 

ed let It is a greet wonder to me, as how you can be at 
rhdiou all plees'd to live in that there country among the 
ned It s Paddies 


fdel 


aſte of 


n nee 


- 
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Paddies. When I was there I cou'dn't get nothing 
to eet that was fit for a gentleman : their eel was 
not like our Leaden-hall «eel, and | profeſs I believe 
they feed it on wwinegar inſtead of muille. Latter- 
ally indeed, I got in with ſome rr who were 
proud to entertain me as I was a ſtranger, and ſtuff. 
ed me with ſome tolerable meer, Demme they ſpee 
Engliſh like Hottentots, and the Teegues are ever 
making bulls. As I was looking out at my windy: 
this here morning, I ſaw a wild Iriſhman that I knew 
in Dublin, fetching a walk within the ſtane poſſeſa 
near my dore, and I ax'd him for you. Your play: 
houſes are ſhocking, and hadn't patience to ſee but 
two plays, they were Rete and Coriolenus, I han't: 
word of news to write. I ſuppoſe you will have: 
ſtrong brogue by the time as you come back to thi 
here country. Throw up your pleece and come over: 
I am ſure our good port will agree with you better 
than your uu traſh of claret. I have been at the 
drinking of an innumerable number of bottles of it, 
though they are immenſely ſmall, and always took 
' gripes after it. I was at a turtle feeft laſt week, we 
cet hugely, we took chimney ſweepers and eet again, 
I who uſe to git up very erly, now lay in bed eve- 
ry morning till ten, and I /ay'd, this. day till eleven, 
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*. Fam dear Will, yours; 
CHARLES Cocx xv.“ 


Thus it is, that fellows of yeſterday, who are mean 
and comtemptible in theit own country, aſſume airs, 
and have the impudence to abuſe a kingdom, which in 
no reſpect whatſoe ver is inferior to any in Europe: for, 
upon enquify who this great Mr. Cockney, the wii 


rr . 


er of this letter was, I found that he ſprung from the T. 
meaneſt parents; that his father was a foot- man, and his \ 
his mother kept a huckſter's cellar. This kingdom ts, a; 
has ever been renowned for hoſpitality and civility t was 
ſtrangers, I cannot but ſay, that the gentlemen here are ter, u 
too ready to entertain every foreigner Who comes h. Mort, vi 
ther before they knew who or what he is. I remes n, at; 


ker ſome years ago, a man came over in the pacge 
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0. 40. 

othing ith a friend of mine, who called himſelf Sir William 
el was uch-a-one, and afterwards turned out to be a journey- 
elieve an barber. This audacious impoſter had many 


Atter- vilities paid him, took up cloaths and other things of 


alue upon credit, and then thought proper to run 


were 

| ſtuff. way. 

y. peel There are undoubtedly many who come from the 
> ever ther ſide of the water, that are gentlemen by birth, 
rind Education and accompliſhments, and deſerve to be 
knew WW ken proper notice of by compliments from the gen- 
boſleſer emen here; but then, there are alſo many like the 
play- am knight and my friend Cockney, who for all the 
e but vilities ſhewn to them, make no other return but by 
1an't 2 vectives againſt the country in general, or contempt 


Yad ridicule of their kind entertainers. This is owing | 
people's not making proper diſtinctions, but treat- 
W's the good and the bad promiſcuouſly, with equal 
indneſs and reſpect. 

W | he character of Count Muſhroom, in the True- 
orn Ilriſhman, is well drawn and natural, and ſuch is 
fen to be met with in life. If the reader will re- 
il the ſtyle and ſpelling of Cockney's letter, he may 
blerve that it is quite in the manner of thoſe kind of 
entry | have been ſpeaking of; although they know 
iſt as much of their native language as a parrot or a 
arling, yet they have the aſſurance to ridicule the 
anner of people's ſpeaking here; whereas I will ven- . 
e to affirm, that there is no city in the king's domi- 
ons where the Engliſh tongue is ſpoken in greater 
urity, more grammatically, or more correctly, than in 
1s city. They are free from many of the barbariſms 
ſpeech, falſe concords and tautology, which are to 
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' _ 2 met with in other places; neither do they chew 
1 eir words or grind the conſonants together as others 
2 boy The great dean of St. Patrick's often inveighed 


his writings againſt this horrid colliſion of conſo- 
Lnts, and the baniſhment of vowels. 


gdom 


4 | was going on further to diſcant upon the above 
he wy ter, when a thought occured to me which cut me 
es ort, viz. that it is very poſſible that this my ſpecula- 
men Pn, after all my pains, may be applied to the — or 


cque perhaps 
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perhaps viler purpoſes, than that ſnuff paper. The rex 
der, I believe, is heartily tired of the ſubject, and! 
T 


can aſſure him I am ſo too. 


No. 41. Tue/day, December 2 3. 


Quis furor, 6 cives / 
What madneſs, O citizen ! 


Evucan, 


Received the following letter from the wife of a cit. 


zen, which I ſhall preſent to my readers with ver i 
little alteration, except in the article of ſpelling It 


a ſtrong picture of the phrenzy of thoſe unhappy pet 
ple, who are more attentive to party matters, than 9 
their own private affairs. It makes good that juſt de 
finition of the judicious Pope, that party is the mac. 
'neſs of many, for the gain of a few.” | 


* To the BATCHELOR, at the Mercury in ParliamenW 


« ſtreet. 
an, 


* This comes to you from one of the moſt unforts | 


| am the unhappy wit 
of a tradeſman in the Liberty, and have fix fine ch 


nate wretches upon earth, 


dren by him who are all living. Would you belien 
it, when I firſt married him he was an honeſt, i 


uſed to earn very good hread for me and my fanil 
Jeremiah Diſtaffe, for that is his name, was a pu- 
verb for an honeſt pains taking man, among the neigt 
bours, and we lived hot and warm, and kept le 
wolf from the door. But now, alas! the times at 
altered, he is become a free citizen, talks of nothin 
but liberty and property, and ſpends more of hu 
time in reading the curſed Freeman's Journal, th 
he does at his loom; he is more uneaſy who bly 
mem 


COASTS, d „ „ 


duſtrious tradeſman, and a excellent workman, a 
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member for the city, than how to get bread for his 
children. He never has been right well in his head 
ever fince that crazy Phlogos began to ſet them 
all agog by ſpeeching to them in the halls about 
liberty, and the Lord knows what. He uſed to run 
about after him from hall to hall, as the people do 
now after Weſtly and the ſwadling preachers. It 
was then he firſt began not to mind his work, and 
the gentlemen inthe city, who employed him,thought 
him a madman. Many a night have we gone to 
bed ſupperleſs for the good of our country, as he 
called it, and were reduced to ſtarving, to pull down 
the board of aldermen. When the D—r was 
drove away for abuſing every body, he grew 
pretty quiet, and minded his buſineſs, till he grew 
mad again about Roger : indeed then I thought he 
would have gone into Bedlam in good earneſt, for 
he was one of the foremoſt of the mob at the par- 
liament houſe: inſtead of godly ballads and Poor 
Robin's Almanack, we had nothing but red and black 
liſts paſted on our walls; but when Roger quitted 
them all, and took the penſion, he took his oath ne- 
ver to mind parties again, and to ſtick to his work. 
He continued quiet, and we began once more to be 
in a thriving condition, till that wicked Freeman's 
Journal came out, and he grew mad again : many a 
time has he given a penny for it when my children 
wanted bread : you will hardly. believe me when J 
tell you that he has turned writer for it. Ever ſince 
the late vacancy for the city, he thinks of nothing but 
a fit perſon to repreſent it. He has ſcarce a ſhoe to 
bis foot, or a coat to his back. The times are very 
hard, and my poor, I may almoſt ſay fatherleſs chil- 
dren, are famiſhing for want of bread, while he is 
trembling more for the liberties of his country, than 
for ſtarving. _ 
* Now, Mr. Wagſtaffe, my buſineſs with you is 
this, that whereas you are a gentleman who ſet up 
for telling people their faults ; for charity ſake, write 
ſomething in your BaTcueLoR to warn my poor 
huſband and other unfortunate tradeſmen, who are 
in 
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in the ſame condition, of their misfortunes and wick- 
ed ways, and tell them it is fitter for them to eam 
* honeſt bread by theit trades, for themſelves and their 
* families, than to be concerning themſelves about 
* what does not belong to them, and more become 


their betters to meddle about; I affure you that! 
am afraid that he and many others will be idle enough 
till the election is over. I know my huſband will 
* mind but little what you can fay about that or any 
* thing elſe; for I often heard him fay you were T is 
* Jeſuit in diſguiſe, becauſe you do not like the Free- . pe 
* man's Journal: however, your advice can do ng ' wy 
harm, and give us a paper, if it be only for the de- oh hie 
* cency of the thing; if the huſbands will not read it 1 Wy 
the wives will, and you may be ſure will tell them 8 * 
* roundly of it. This being all from, Sir, 70 5 
* Your humble ſervant to command, 10 ige 
DeBorRan DISsTAFTE. 17 K's 
I heartily pity my unhappy correſpondent, but ſhe KS 
has aſſigned me a taſk, which is quite out of ny WF: - 
ſphere, viz. that of reſtoring madmen to their right 8 
reaſon ; that, I ſhould rather leave to the ingenious then 9: 
Mr. Jennings at the Broad-ſtone, and I believe even Hin «19, 
he, would be at a loſs to know how to cure this fort 24 tha 
of phrenzy ; however, I cannot help reflecting, that ii WW 
theſe patriotic tradeſmen, whoſe whole fludy, is the The 
good of their poor country, would conſider things in à W....14 
proper light, they would fee that there is no way in WI. ....c: 
which they could ſerve it fo effeQually, as by exerci. M beres 
ſing their reſpeCtive trades with honeſt induſty ; for it Wr7;1..; 


by idleneſs, and attending to public affairs more than to WI deiſtic⸗ 
their own private ones, individuals become bankrupt, I ched } 
the kingdom muſt, in the end, be ſo too. Therefore I thema! 
the greateſt enemies which this poor country can have, Mart, h. 
to hurt the liberty and property of it, are thoſe very Not bo 
people who are running riot in the ſupport of it. This, Ir 
let me aſſure them of, that any man who hinders 2 Hin my 
ſingle tradeſman one day from following his buſine(s, Wl ceflion 
does more of miſchief to his country by it, than ever Wl axtion 
he did or will do of benefit to it, by all the fulſome 
harrapgues he is able to utter, 
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mn olcrique fimillima ſomne. Viks. 


Linke an airy viſion of the night. 


T is a very doubtful point, whether the art of 

printing has done more good or harm to the 
world ; whether the minds of men have been more 
enlightened by it, or inveloped in the dark clouds of 
ignorance and error. If they have been illumined 
by the noble lights of philoſophy and religion, have 
they not on the other hand been obſcured by the falſe 
ſophiſims of Sceptics and Deiſts? If we have gai- 
ned the works of many wonderful geniuſes by it, 
have we not alſo the filthy rubbiſh and noneſenſe of 
inſamous ſcriblers ? ſo that upon a balance, I am incli- 
ned to think, that mankind have been rather loſers 
than gainers by it ; that they have been bewildered 
in falſhoods, rather than led into the paths of truth, 
and that they have acquired a falſe taſte initead of 
ſound judgment. 

The works of a Clarke, an Addiſon, or a Locke, 
would have been handed down to us by means of 
manuſcript, as well as thoſe of Plato or Tully ; 
whereas the execrable reveries of Wolſton, Tindal, 
Toland, Voltaire, Roſſeau, and the other rabble of 
deiſtical writers, owe the continuance of their wret- 
ched being to the printing preſſes; ſo, that, ma- 
thematically ſpeaking, the benefit ariſing from this 
art, has been in an inverſe ratio of the number 
of books printed, I mean of modern ones, 

| was ruminating on this ſubje& the other evening 
in my elbow chair, when 1 fell aſleep, and the ſuc- 
ceſſion of this train of ideas preſented to my imagt- 
ation the following dicam. I thought I was in a 

1 | large 
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large open plain, where was aſſembled a prodigiou 
multitude of both ſexes. They ſeemed to be a ven 
happy people, and highly delighted with their fity- 
ation, tho' want and miſery appeared in the coun- 
tenances of moſt of them, and their weeds were all 
over coarſely patch'd. They encompaſſed me 2. 
round, and with loud acclamations of joy, welcon- 
ed me to GRAPHRARIA, Or the land of Scales 
I was not at all pleaſed when I found where I wa, 
and wanted to retire, when a woman came up and 
accoſted me: her face and hands were all over he: 
ſmeared with ink, and her garments were made q 
ſubſcription papers, title pages, and indexes 0 
books. Stranger” ſays ſhe, 1 congratulate 
«© you, that even old as you appear to be, you ar 
« arrived in this happy land: I am the goddeſs 
this place, your endeayours to retreat is vain; 
and if you will put yourſelf under my guidance, 
and protection, I will conduct you with thele 
«« your fellow travellers, to a country where you 
« will enjoy all the happineſs of Elyſium: follo 
me; you muſt croſs a river, and then you wil 
arrive at thoſe happy regions.” I ſaw no remedy, 
and therefore obeyed. I marched with the croud 
under her conduct, and we moved with as muc 
noiſe as a flock of wild geeſe, or the army d 
cranes mentioned in Homer; the nearer we appro 
ched the river, the more it was encreaſed ; I <> 
ſerved alſo the air become darker, till at the ver 
banks of the river it was darkneſs wifible, as Milton 
ſays. 

7 enquired the name of it, and was told it . 
called the river of DuLNess, and that the country 
on the other fide was the region of PopULar A! 
PLAUSE. There were flaſhes of a kind of falſe ft 
like an [gnus Fatuus, conſtantly darting from it, bj 
which, notwithſtanding the obſcurity of the air, 
could diſtinguiſh objects. The river was black ar 
muddy, and ſeemed to have no current. It ent 
ted a moſt ſhocking ſtench, owing as I was info! 
med, to certain ſtrata of ſtinking, poiſonous " 
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nerals which lay at the bottom. Theſe were Pride, 
Ignorance, Luft, Deiſm, Envy, Detraction, Ma- 
jice, Conceit, Bigotry, Enthuſiaſm, Party, Cant, 
and Nonſenſe, with many more, the names of which 


I have forgot. What was molt amazing, although 
theſe peſtilential vapours were to me very offenſive, 
yet to my companions they were the reverſe, and 
they ſnuffed the odours of them with rapture. In 
ſhort, they all plunged in with as much alacrity, as if 
it had been the Caſtalian Fountain. To recount 
their numbers would make a longer catalogue than 
Homer gives of the Grecian army, What ſhoals 
of Poets, Tragic, Comic, Heroic, Elegiac, Lyric, 
Paſtoral, and Farcical ; Hiſtory and Novel-mongers, 
(eſpecially of the latter, thoſe who write lives and 
adventures in a ſeries of letters) Commentators, 
Critics, and Tranſlators: the hackney ſcriblers for 
magazines and news-papers, and phamphleteers, 


-were as thick as the motes that people the gay fun 


beam. The poor creatures exerted what little 
ſtrength they had, ripe ulterioris amore, with an 
eager deſire of the oppoſite bank; thouſands pe- 
riſhed for one that attained it, and even the un- 
happy people who accompliſhed their wiſhes, were 


but ſhort lived in that variable climate. 


Clariſſa ſunk very often, being incumbred with 


too long robes, and at length reached the ſhore, 


breathleſs and faint, and ſoon after died of a con- 
{ſumption : Emilius and Sophia took in large draughts 
of this baleful river, went frequently to the bot- 
tom, and came up begrimed with the filth of the 
ſtrata I mentioned; and when they attempted. to 
land, they were ſcorched to death by the flaſhes. 
Triſtram Shandy played as many tricks ia the water as 
boys (wimming, and ſkipped and danced when he got 
aſhore Sir Launcelot Greaves * appeared in tole- 
table ſpirits, tho' under the weight of Don Quixote's 
armour which he ſtole. The females who came gig- 
zling and laughing went down by troops, and were 


* The laſt govel wrote by 80 LLE r. 
never 
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never more ſeen, But, oh, wonderful! I faw my 
friends of the Free Preſs every inſtant diving to the 
bottom, and, bringing up handfuls of the mud ang 
dirt, flung them at the people all around: they aj. 
med at me ſeveral times, tho' I endeavoured 99 
keep at a diſtance from them. They were either 
aukward markſmen, or the dirt did not ſtick, for! 
could perceive none of it on my cloaths. When 
] was retiring out of their reach, ſeveral ſpectres in 
huge periwigs came behind me, and endeavoured u 
Fuſh me into the river ; I bounc'd aſide to avoid it, 
and in the action waked. * 


No. 43. Tueſday, December 30. 


Laudator temporis acti Hon. 


Thus old men prattle, and with tedious praiſe, 
Tell o'er the manners of their youthful days. 


HERE is no character in the Iliad drawn with 
more judgment, or more according to nature, 
than that of Neſtor. Old age is lovely in him, as it 
is accompanied with good ſenſe drawn from long 
experience, the character 1s all along finely ſuſtained 
by the poet, for we find him on all occaſions giving 
his advice to the Greeks, (a privilege old men are 
fond of aſſuming) and at e time extolling to 
the ſkies thoſe heroes who flouriſhed in his youthful 
days. He thought the warriors at Troy but ftrip- 
lings in compariion of them, and that if he were a 
young man again, he could do more than any of 
them. Horace, no doubt, had him in view when 
he drew the fine character of old age in his Art of 
Poetry, of which my motto is a part. | | 
As nature always is the ſame, we ſhall find this 
fill to be the charaQeriſtic of age. TOY is 
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ſcarce a man, who is ** declined into the vale of years,” 
who does not look down with pity, and contempt on 
the times he lives in, and thinks mankind vaſtly de- 
generated from what they were when he was young. 
They have a mean opinion of any but their own con- 
temporaries, and look upon the preſent race of men a0 
meer raw boys in compariſon of thoſe in their times. 
My old friend, Colonel Barnacle, is one of theſe old 
faſhioned antideluvians ; he is ever running down the 
preſent, and praiſing the former days: - 3 ay, Mr. 
« Wagltaffe, ' he ſays, ** the good old times were 
« not like theſe ; they were good; the people for- 
« merly were better than now. | You may remember, 
« when we were boys,” (and by the bye he is ten 
years older than me) * that things were quite differ- 
«+ ent from what they are now.” If he has a mind to 
raiſe any, he calls them good old faſhion'd people. Like 
Neſtor, he tells you of exploits performed by himſelf and 
others in his active part of lile ; and at the ſame time 
gives you to underſtand, that they would be above the 
power of mortals now a- days to perform. <7 
I met the old gentleman the other. day, in town, and 
we agreed to dine at a tavern; we had a good dinner 
and good wine; but the colonel would not allow that 
the taverns are now as good..as they were formerly, 
although to my knowledge they are vaſtly better. In 
ſhort, nothing modern could pleaſe him. When J 
called to him for a fine lady as a toaſt, ©* Alas!” ſays 
he, I do not fee a handſome woman now-a-days ; 
« wherewill you find ſuch a one now, as your auat Mar- 
« gery Wagſtaffe was fifty years ago?“ In order to 
get the better of his partiality to antiquity, I prevailed 
on him that evening to go with me to one of the play- 
houſes, as I knew they were by many degrees ſuperi- 
or to thoſe in his time. The play was exquiſtely well 
done ; and Barry, (without prejudice the modern 
Roſcius) Dancer and Fitzhenry, topt their characters. 
However, I was diſappointed ; my Fiend the Col. did 
not ſeem much affected: but I was reſolved to try him 


a ſecond time, and contrived to bring him the next 


night to Smock- alley: the play was as well performed 


AS Pers, and Moſſop exerted thoſe noble talents of 
o L. I. 3 judgment 
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judgment and voice, which he is perfect »rraſter of, am 
and which Betterton was tamous for. My friend was ext 
ſtill diffatisfied, and the only pleaſure he ſeemed to bat 
r| take, was that of ſitting ſo many hours in a heuſe where of 
he had ſeen plays in the beginning of this century, did 
When | aſked him his opinion 'of our players, he gavea rag 
ſigh, * ah, my friend,” ſays he, ** they are nothing ho! 
„to the actors I remember; I have known Tom of 
« Elrington in the part of Bajazet to be heard all o- un! 
ver the Blind Quay, and I do not believe you could wa 
« hear Barry or Moſſop out of the houſe” When! to 
heard him advance ſo-nranifeſt an abſurdity, J did not old 
contradict him, but left him happy in the high opinion tai 
of his favourite ranter. wh 
I fancy there are many old fellows who form as As 
wrong judgments of the ſcenes of real ſiſe, as the ch 
colonel does of theatrical ones. If we trace this pre- WI 
judice to the bottom, we ſhall find it to arife from WI 
pride. That as the times, when they were in the ac- to 
tive ſeaſon of life, were better than now; ſo they, who gin 
were buſy agents in them, muſt of courſe excel thoſe res 
Who are now acting on the ſtage of life. I admire hir 
that noble paſſage of Swift's in his Gulliver, with re- tra 
gard to the ar pay where he makes them, after | 
they had lived too long in the world, grow tired of lat 
.their immortality, and wiſh for death. + are 
tra 

the 

wi 
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Thrice happy they, in pure delights, ” 
Whom love with mutual bonds unites. 8 
ATRIMON has been ever held in eſteem and * 
veneration by all wiſe and civilized nations, By oe 

the laws of Lycurgus, celibacy was reckoned infamous - 


amongſt 


2 
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amongſt the Lacedzmonians, and puniſhed in a moſt 
extraordinary manner; for in the firſt place, the old 
batchelor was conſtrained to walk naked, in the depth 
of winter, through the market place; and whilſt he 
did this, he was obliged to ſing ſome verſes in diſpa- 
ragement of himſelf: moreover, he had none of thoſe 
honours paid him which were the peculiar privilege 
of old age, and were very great in Sparta, it being held 
unreaſonable that the youth ſhould venerate him. who 
was reſolved to leave none of his progeny behind him, 


to revete them in their turns when they ſhould grow 


old: nay, the Spartan laws went ſo far as to fix a cer- 
tain time for marriage, and if a man did not marry 
when he was of full age, he was liable to an action. 
As an encouragement to marry, a man who had three 
children had great immunities from the ftate, and he 
who was bleſſed with four, was free from all taxes 
whatſoever. Inducements of this Kind were neceſſary, 
to make amends for the want of fortune, for the vir- 
gins there were to be married without portions. The 
reaſons alledged for this, were, that neither want ſhould 
hinder a man, nor riches induce him to marry, con- 
trary to his inclinations. 

Nor were the laws of Solon at Athens, leſs calcu- 
lated to encourage this neceſſary inſtitution. There 
are ſome things in them fo very particular, and ſo con- 
trary to our cuſtoms, that I cannot help recounting 
them, 8 | 

He enacted, that a bride ſhould bring no more home 
with her than three gowns, and ſome ſlight houſhold 
goods of little value, and that the bride and bride- 
groom ſhould be ſhut into a room together, and there 
eat a quince : the bride likewiſe brought an earthen 
pan, wherein barley was parched, to the houſe of her 
huſband. The reaſon aged for all this was that 
Solon deſired to render marriage no mercenary buſineſs, 
but a contract of minds founded upon mutual affettion, 
as being the only ſolid foundation whereon a durable 
and happy union could be cemented. The eating of 
a quince implied, that their diſcourſes ought to be 
pleaſant to each other, that fruit having the efficacy to 
make the breath ſweet; the earthen veſſel ſignifſi- 


I 2 ed, 
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«ed, that ſhe . undertook the care of the houſe and 
family. | 
By what I have extracted from the laws of theſe 
two great legiſlators, we may know what their ſenti. 
ments were with regard to marriage. How neceſſary 
they thought it to the well being of ſociety, and to 
render their reſpective ſtates happy and flouriſhing, I 
they had imagined that promiſcuous concubinage 
would have anſwered thoſe ends better, and made theit 
countries more populous, (an abſurdity which many of 
our modern fine gentlemen, who call themſelves Free- 
thinkers, maintain) they would certainly have allow- 
ed it, and have taken off that curb upon the incli- 
nations of the bucks at Athens and Sparta, eſpecial- 
ly at the: latter, place, as Spartan dames were well in- 
iClined. 185 ! 
We find Socrates, Plato, Tully,” and in ſhort, all 
the great lights of the heathen world, great advocates 
for the martiied ſtate ; ſo that it is not an inſtitution 
of yeſterday, or a piece of prieftcraft, as its enemies, 
the deiſts, fooliſhly alledge. 

What a lovely picture of conjugal love, does Homer 
preſent to us in the ſixth Iliad, in the Epiſode of Hec- 
tor and Andromache. It is very affecting in Pope's 
beautiful tranſlation of it; but I defy a reader of any 
taſte to view it in the original with dry eyes : it would 
make even a BATchELOR weep. In what a different 
8 of view does he ſet forth the adulterous luſt of 

aris and Helen: in the married pair We behold the 
ſincere conſtant glow of a mutual flame, kept up by a 
conſciouſneſs of virtue, which nought but death could 
extinguiſh : in the others, the inceſtuous paſſion of a 
rake and a keeper in the man ; and the remorſe of a 

ilty conſcience, invectives and reproaches, on the fide 

of the wrerched woman. Nor does he end here, his 

Odyſſey is almoſt one continued encomium on the hap- 

pineſs of the married ſtate, and draws a' moſt noble 

and uſeful pattern of it in the unſhaken conſtancy of 

Ulyſſes, and the matchleſs fidelity of his chaſte Pene- 

lope. Even Horace, who was a BATCHELOR, anda 

man of pleaſure, had more ſenſe. than to decry it, 23 

our modern ones do; but on the contrary, extols it in 
many places. I dare 


' 
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I dare fay whoever will take the ſuffrages of the 
antient poets, and philoſaphers,,will find that they will 
all agree in, condemning celibacy, and in recommend- 
ing marriage. Milton, who reſembles them more than 
any of the Engliſh poets has very beautiful paſſages 
in praiſe of it ut I have not room to quote 
them. 

Methinks the reader will be ſurpriſed that a man 
who has declared himſelf to be an old BatcneLog, 
ſhould run into ſuch raptures of happineſs he never ex- 
perienced, and that if he had been married he wauld © 
talk in quite another. ſtrain : to this J anſwer, that 
perhaps married people are not ſo, ſenſible of their own, 
felicity as they ought to, be, as men do not perceive the 
bleſſings of health whilſt they enjoy it: beſides, I can. 
aſſure my reader, the fault was not mine, that I did not. 
long ago enter into that happy ſtate: the particulars of 
my misfortunes in this reſpeQ, 1 ſhall give in a future. 
Speculation. I ſhall conclude, by obſerving, that a 
virtuous married couple, who have a competent ſhare - 
of health and fortune, and are endued with a moderate 
ſhare of good ſenſe and good humour, enjoy a greater 
portion of real happineſs than crowned heads are ape | 
ble of who are ſingle. 2 


munen ** 


To the BATCHELOR. 
SIR, 
| Send. you the fallawing trifle of an idle hour, which, 
perhaps, may prove entertaining to ſome of your, 
readers. _ Yours, &c. 
Hillary Term, 1766. P verſus C, in the Common 
Pleas. 

T Wo miniſters in the republick of letters. 
Had a quarrel, as 7 is the caſe of their betters ; 
| . 1 r 
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They did not, like mortals, decide it with ſwords, 
But reſted their cauſe on the poxver of words. 
Squire P was the Plantiff, lady C the defendant, 
be Point of Precedence the Cauſe then dependant ; 
And F was appointed the Judge I aſſure ye, 
One and twenty remain d a, which made up the grand 
ury. 

All matters adjuſted, at length came the day, 
When ſguire p thus politely propounded his Plea : 

That I ever was found in Contention till now, 
My bittereft enemy dare not avon : 
If of this my opponent be equally Clear, 
May hereafter at large and more fully appear. 
When the kingdom of letters firſt appear d on the flage, 
B ſome Suppes'd Prior to the fam'd golden age, 
ſt en was appointed to, indeed, a low flation, 
But I refled well Pleas'd for the good of the nation: 
The Poft then aſſign d me I've held to this day, 
And fill d it with honcur, Til venture to ſay. 
And here let me hope that it will not diſpleaſe, 
In ſo weighty a matter, if I ſound my own Praiſe : 
Had I ever deſerted or quitted my Poſt, 
Muſt not every thing Precious have flraightway been loft ; 
Would your Parliament, Privilege, Property, Poaver, 
Depriv'd of my aid, fubſift for one hour ? 
Tour Pecrs and your People depend upon me, 
And a Prince is no Prince if depriv'd of a P. 
Thus true to my truſt, I Per form d my duty, 
And no one will ſay that I have not been true . yon. 
Hut now to the Ae of this days debate 
A new member has lately Crept into the late, 
And takes way of the moſt of the Prime-eval letters b, 
Tho' their ages alone will prove them her betters : 
An upſtart he is, no one knows whence ſhe Came, 
Nor Hebrews nor Greeks © ever beard of ber name. 
Uninwvited ſhe comes, none her aid did implore, 
We may want it as well as for ages before ; 
"Tewere eaſy to prove beyond diſputation, 
She's unfit to reſide in a Civilis d nation: 


oe , af 
(a) Of the alphabet. 30 
(b) Lady C holds the third place in the alphabet. 
(c) There is no letter C in Greek or Hebrew. 
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Of ev'ry Cabal fhe's the firſt grand Promoter, - 
And no Capital Crimes are Committed without her. 
But. I treſpaſs tos long, ſo with humble ſubmiſſion, 
To this worſhipful bench I prefer this Petition ;— 
That this new lady C. who appenr'd but of late, 
Pe from henceforth for ever expell'd from our late; 
Orif youre. 5 to ſbew Pity unto her, 
And continue her till, let her fit next the door-; 
At lla let her fit on a ſeat below me, | 
And always give Place to Petitioner P. 

Lady C now aroſe, and with deliberation. 
Thus flrove to Confute this grand oo 

I ſhall not begin as is done now a-days, 
To PulPit in Publick my own Private Praiſe ; 
Nor ſhal! Paſſion Pravoke me to ſerve my own ends, 
By Proclaiming aloud the faults of my friends. 
I'm accusd to this Court as an upſtart intruder, 
Uninwited, unwanted, and what is ſtill ruder,. 
Of Capital Crimes, Cabals, and what not ; 
The this Court-are all Conſcious I was ne er in a Plot. 
Of. a bill of exclufion I'm no way afraid, 
For there's none of you all but at times want my aid. 
But as to degrading me, I humbly ſubmit 
To whatever this worſbipful Court ſhall think ft : 
Yet I hope you'll Confirm me in the ſeat I fit on ; 
My rank is flill higher * at the Court of Great-Britain : 
There, unrivall d I fand, and give place unto none 
But the monarch, (God bleſs him) wwho fits on the throne. 
Tho' thus highly exalted, to you all I appeal, | 
If by Pride I &er injur'd our great Common weal ; 
To which of you have I Precedence deny'd, 
For the Publick good, which aas always my guide, 
I march in the front when the Caſe demands Care, 
In dang'rous emergenſe I'm ſeen in the rear : 
To none of you all was my aid e er refus'd, 
Not even to him by whom I'm accus'd : 3 
Ihe PerfeCtion he boaſts of, whate'er his Conceit, 
IWithout my ConCurrenCe Can ne er be Compleat : 
But to you Conſcript fathers my Cauſe I Commend. — 
Then Curt d Compos'dly, and ſo made an end. - 
14 | Both 


(d) Charlotte, Quecn. 
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Both Parties were now order d out of the Place, 
Till the judge and the jury Conſider d the Caſe ; 
True ſlateſmen they were; the Chief Point in debate 
Was to end the diſpute without burting the ſlate. 

After much Pros and Cons up roſe W the ſage, 
For Wiſdom and Worth the delight of the age; 
And mod d that ſquire P ſhould withdraw his Petition, 
And join lady C in a new Coalition ; 
That all former quarrels be naw laid afide, 
And the Parties adwvis'd to be cloſely ally'd ;' 
That the benefits which from this union would ſpring, 
Muſt make it to all a deſirable thing. | 
To this Prudent motion the aſſembly agree, 
And the Parties being Call d, they are told the decree, 
They both by their looks appear well content ; 
So P made Propoſals, and C gave Conſent. 

Thus ended at length this troubleſome Cauſe, 
And thro the whole Court rung a buzz of applauſe ; 
The genius of letters flood inwi; bly by, 
And jeyfully help? d to make one in the cry * © 2 
May the bands ne er divide which this day hade been 

P light ed, 

* May theP's and the C's be for ever united.” 

But here, left the witlings miſtake what I mean, 
And give to my lines a Conflrucion obſcene ; 
Give me =—_ to exp ain them, and ſhew how they're 

3 
For C flands for CATHAAu, and P flands for Piry- 
And let Cawilling Criticks ſay all that they Can, 
WILL. PrTT and Lord Chatham i flill the ſame 
mam; 

And what's better till, he Chang d nought but his name, 
As he's ftill the ſame man, fo the man's ftill the ſame. 
Then let me repeat that with which Pm delighted, 
« May the P's and the C's be thus ever united; 
May Prerogative join in the Commons ſupport, 
And Parliaments Prove the beſt friends to the Court; 
May Patriots over our Councils Precide, 
May Courtiers our People and Prince ne'er divide ; 
May our Clergy with Piety ever be crown'd, 
May our Church full of Penitent People be found; 


May 
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May Papiſts all meet ⁊uith Conwverfion moſt ſpeedy, 

May Charity ſuccour the Poor and the needy ; 

And wherever Poverty makes his abode, 

May Content be an inmate to lighten the load ; 

May Pride ever meet with Contempt and diſdain ; 

May WHEY Pretenders meet Culloden Plain : 

And now to have done with my P's and C's, 

Let all honeft men join in Pray er with bent knees — 

That Power, Promotion, Place, Penſion and Peerage, 
May reward honeſt CHaTHAM for guiding our ſteerage. 


No. 46. Saturday, January 10. 


Laudatur ab his, culpatur ab illis. Hos. 
By ſome he's prais'd, by others he's condemn'd. 
Find that my laſt paper on the laws of Lycurgus, . 


relative to celibacy, has produced me a whole 
pacquet of letters from. different perſons. Some 


blame me for the mention of old cuſtoms, which are 
exploded above. two thouſand years ſince, as if I 


wanted to revive them; others applaud me, and wiſh - 
they were now in uſe amongſt us. For: my part, I - 
ſhall not declare my opinion on either fide of the 
queſtion in ſo nice a point, but ſhall lay ſome of the 
letters I have received before the judicious reader, 


and let him determine upon the matter, 


To the BarchELOR, at the Mercury in Parliament- 


frreet.: 


Mr. BatTcuegLoR,. 


f to my mamma and an old maiden aunt of mine, 


* Mrs. Matilda Graye-airs, about the old batchelors - 


going naked thro' the ſtreets in ſome place with a 


: ] Read your paper the other morning at breakfaſt, . 


15 Litin 


— — 
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Latin name. My mamma and [| were vaſtly delight- 
ed with it, and wiſhed to God there was ſuch a 
law here. Lord! what a fine fight would it be to 
ſee all the fuſty · old batchelors in town forced to 
o naked; ſuppoſe from Newgate to College-green. 
F ns ture there would be more people to look at 
them than at a man going to be hanged. Oh, 
what a deal would many girls of my acquaintance 
ive for a window in Caſtle-ſtreet, or Cork-hill, or 
ö to ſee them paſs by? It would be de- 
lightful to ſee many of the old fops and fribles (who 
always admired themfelves too much ever to ad- 
mire us) ſhivering of a cold froſty day, without a 
ſtitch on them. 
* While I was running on in this way to mamma, 
my aunt, who is a great prude, was reading your 
paper; and all of a ſudden throws it down, pulls 
off her ſpectacles, and ſays, ©& Siſter, I wonder 
„how you can ſuffer that idle baggage to prate in 
that manner. For my part, when I was of her 
age 1 would ſcarce look at a man with his cloaths 
on, let alone a parcel of naked fellows ; but the 
a girls now-a-days are too forward. I proteſt,” 
(taking up the paper again and fixing on her ſpeQa- 
cles) © 1 do not know what Mr. Wa ſtaffe means 
«© by all this; does he imagine that ſuch an out- 
* landiſh cuſtom of naked fellows driving through 
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e the ſtreets, would ever be allowed in a chriſtian 


country? But I will write to him this very inſtant, 
to ſcold him for putting ſuch things in his paper, 
© which are not proper for young girls to read.” 80 
ſhe went up to her room to write to you, and I 
wiſh you joy, for I am ſure you have got my aunt 
Matty's heart by it, which will fave you from 
walking naked. Now, do, dear, dear Mr. Wagſtaffe, 
try all your intereſt to get a law made to make 
thoſe old fellows walk naked. if you can, and if 
you do, I would marry you myſelf to fave you, if 
you don't like my aunt. Oh! it would be pure 
* ſport, and beſides it would make it eaſier for us 
poor girls to get huſbands, Then the ay, 
* 10W$ 
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© lows would be as much afraid of being old batche- 
© lors, as we are of being old maids, What do you 
think if thoſe old rogues were to get a few laſhes 
© to warm their backs as they went along, to put 
« ſome life in them; may be ſome of them might be 
« whipt into matrimony by it. For goodneſs fake, 
dear fir, write more about this thing, I am ſure all 


© the young girls in the kingdom will be obliged to 
c you, and ſo will I. | ; 
B. Tirxin,” 


P. 8. I forgot, at what age is a man an old 
© batchelor? Are they to go quite naked? 


© To Juorrny Wass TAE, Eſq; at the Mexcuer, 


. 


Mr. WAGs TAPE; 


© I Write this to give you a tuneing fot your inde- 
g cent paper the other day, about a parcel of 
* Parthian old batchelors going naked through the 
* ſtreets. Heaven forbid we ould ever have ſuch 
an odious ſhocking fight in this city, as filthy naked 
men in the ftreets. Oh, the thoughts of a naked 
man makes me ſhadder every limb of me. I would 
much rather ſee them going to be hanged with their 
* cloaths on, than-to-ſee them only walk naked, | 
* am ſure I would go a hundred miles to avoid the 
* ſight, Do, Mr. Wagſtaffe, let them be hanged 
with all my heart, if they will not marry, but let 
us have none of your naked men. I am too good 
a chtiſtian to ſuffer you or any gentleman, to go in 
that indecent manner; and I know many ladies who 
* are as good natured as I, not but I aſſure you I 
* have had many good offers in my time, and could 
* ſtill, but in a caſe of. this fort one would not fee 
; one's fellow-creature in diſtreſs, and I hate nak 

men. | 

Jam, Sir, your humble ſervant, 


« MaTiLpda GRAvTAIRS. 


* To 
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« To the BarcnETLOR, at the Mercury in Parliament. 


* flreet. 
«SIR, 


Read your paper on the Spartan Jaws relative 
to celibacy. 1 think the puniſhment was very 


« juſt, in a country where wives were eaſily had, and 
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where prudery and coquetry, were not known. 
Now I think it would be very hard to puniſh us, 
when in this country the fault does not lie in ours, 
but in the fair ſex. 

I am an old batchelor like yourſelf, and yet am 
not to blame; for let me aſſure you, that in the ſpace 
of forty eee I paid my addreſſes to above — 
ſcore different women, and was either jilted or re- 
fuſed by them all. Now, Sir, as I think the pu- 
niſhment ſhould follow the guilt, I would propoſe, 
that ſuch old maids as have in their time refuſed 
good matches, and were obſtinately tenacious of 
their virginity, when they might have parted with 
it to good huſbands ; that theſe, I fay, ſhould be 
obliged to make a naked proceſſion once a year. 
If in winter, as fig-leaves could not be had, 1 
would allow them the largeſt dock-leaves they could 
procure on the occaſion. I hen ſhould we ſee ma- 
ny of theſe hard-hearted old tygreſſes regretting 
their paſt folly, who now comfort themſelves with 
cards and ſcandal, and are worſe than old cats in 
families. This would be a terror to many young 
irls, who are ſo ſqueamiſh and hard to be [eaſed 
f our legiſlature would paſs a law of this Lind, it 
would produce many good effects, eſpecially for 
promoting matrimony. It might juſtly be intitled, 
— Ae fer the more eſfectually peopling of this king- 

Mm, 

IJ am, Sir, your humble ſervant, 
and brother Batchelor, 


* EryRAlM SINGLE. 
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* P. 8. Quere, Can the wife of an Italian ſinger 
« plead the privilege of exemption, as a married wo- 
* man, when ſhe grows old? or 1s ſhe to be deemed 
an old maid *' 


From the Mercury in Parliament-ſtreet. 


LanDLORD HERE'S TO YOU. 


« I'M ſorry to ſee you alone,” quoth my hoſt ; 
I And ſo would obtrude him to drink at my coff. 

« Companions I never want, and 5 the bet; — 

« This ſage of old Rome, ſee ! in gilt leather weſt, 

« Whoſe ſentiments glowing in phraſes refin'd, 

At once warms the heart, and enlightens the mind.” 
With wine treat my landlord, yet pay for his meat! 

Accurſed be the cuſlom t'impoſe ſuch a cheat. 

Why ſhould not each dealer indulge at my coft ? 

The fruit-man, the cake-man, as well as mine. hoſt f. 


Muſt I of my muſings and money be bamm'd ! — 
Alone leave me, landlerd !—fool faſhion be. d -n d. 


The father's advice to his ſon. 
AKE to the flage, my ſon, then to Heawn you'te 


Toa 


z 
[1] be bound for your faiting, if you will but: pray. 


How far I'll agree with a player. 


LL vat and Tl talk, fight, die, and all that; 
But excuſe ne, as you do, to drink or to eat. 
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Nam witiis nemo fine naſcitur + optimus ille eſt, 
Dui nimis urgetur. Hos, 


For we all our vices have, and the beſt 
Is he, who with the feweſt is oppreſt. 


O attempt to eradicate the paſſions from the hu- 
man mind, is not only chimerical, but even 
were it to be accompliſhed, would be prejudicial, nay, 
deſtrudtive to mankind. The Stoic philoſophy was 
very faulty in this reſpect; it made all virtue to con- 
fiſt in plucking up all the paſſions by the roots, and 
by that means rendered the mind a meer caput mor- 
tuum, by taking from it the only incentives to | uudable 
and virtuous actions. The paſſions were implanted in 
us by our wiſe and good Creator, for the molt noble 
purpoſes ; for without them, we ſhould be as con- 
temptible in the ſcale of beings, as the worm that crawls 
on the earth. It is not the uſe of them, but the abuſe 
of them that renders us vicious. To ſuppoſe a man 
born devoid of any paſſions, ſuch as love, joy, hatred, 
averſion, fear, or hope, what a poor wretch would he 
be? how little uſeful to himſelf ? how little beneficial 
to ſociety ? | 
Many even of the chriſtian writers have erred in 
this particular; by endeavouring to refme away hu- 
man nature, and inſtead of making men more excel- 
lent beings, would reduce them to inſenſible ones. It 
never, therefore was, nor could be, the deſign of philo- 
ſophy or religion to deſtroy thoſe ſeeds which provi- 
dence had fown fo deeply in our hearts; but on the 
contrary, to nouriſh them by their precepts, and by 
the culture of right reaſon to weed out thoſe tares, 
which a corrupt imagination ſcatters there. Socrates, 
who was not only the wiſeſt, but the beſt of _— 
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ed mortals, acknowledged he had naturally a vaſt 
ſtrength of unruly paſſions, in that noted ſtory of the 
phyſiognomiſt, too well known to be here recited. 

Our paſſions are the ſprings of all our actions; 
when properly directed, they lead us to what is good; 
when miſguided and led aſtray by falſe appetites, they 
hurry us away to evil. Now if we were formed with- 
out them, what motive could we have for doing a vir- 
tuous action, or wherein would our merit conſiſt, in 
avoiding an evil one? Can it be reckoned praiſe-wor- 
thy in an eunuch at Conſtantinople, that he does not 
commit a rape in the ſeraglio? No; our whole merit 
lies in reſiſting evil, (when in our power to commit it) 
which would be entirely loſt if we had no deſire for it, 
no paſſions to prompt us to it. A man, therefore, 
who is bora without them, is either leſs than a man, 
that is, a fool or an idiot ; or elſe is a being ſuperior to 
human nature. | 

There are ſome men who have by nature very 
ſtrong paſſions, yet would willingly paſs. upon the 
world as entirely void of any: theſe are cunning, fly, 
deſigning hypocrites : they play upon the paſſions and 
weakneſſes of others, and are the moſt dangerous 
men: theſe Iagos are like the filent dagger of an 
aſſaſſin, or the ſtilletto, which tell not aloud the exe- 
cution they have done. Ricardo is one of this ſort ; 
he is ever cool, becauſe he is a coward ; he raiſes your 
juſt reſentment by the moſt injurious treatment, and 
then bears calmly your bittereſt reproaches, and ſooths 
you like the gloſſing tempter in Milton. He is ever 
ready to injure you, and then in the moſt ſubmiſſive 
terms to aſk your pardon : he is a bon-companion over 
his cups, is the beſt humoured fellow in the world, and 
grins and ſmiles in you face while he is plotting your 
ruin, and would cut your throat if he dare. As my 
motto ſays, no man is born without faults, yet ſurely 
that is the 'worſt of all faults to conceal our vices un- 
der the maſk of virtue. Let us therefore avoid open 
effrontery of them on the one hand, and hypocriſy on 
the other, Let us not endeavour to keep them pent 
up within us, to conſume us like a hidden fire inward- 


ly, 
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ly, or by covering the ſore to make it rankle and feſter ; 
but let us rather heal it, and correct our faults by the 
dictates of right reaſon and religion. Thus by guiding 
our paſſions within their proper channels, they will be- 
come the ſources of happineſs to us, and reſtore to 
mankind in reality that golden age- which the poets 
only dreanit of. We ſhould, in a great meaſure, be 
free from many of the faſhionable vices, which prevail 
amongſt us at this time ; fuch as immoderate gaming, 
French gallantry, as it 1s called, (that is the debauching 
married women, ) and from many of thoſe vices which 
are the growth of our own ſoil, but alſo from thoſe 
imported to us from other countries. Then will 
deiſm and drums be tranſported back from whence 
they came, and be for ever baniſhed from this happy 
ile. 


» 


.. 


From the Mercury in Parliament-ſtreet. 


Sed immedicabile wulnus. 


Enſe recidendum! ne pars fincera trabatur. Ovid. 


« Mr. Horx, 


Have, ſince the. commencement of your paper, 
read it with vaſt pleaſute, and often admired the 
publick ſpirit with which it hath been conducted, in 
lathing at the vices, follies and immoralities of the 
age, by inſerting the letters of your . correſpondents 
with that diſcretion and judgment, which muſt ren- 
der the Mgxcuxr entertaining to its readers. If 
you will indulge me by giving a place in it to the 
following narrative, in Which no poiſoned fatire will 
be found, you will, J hope, reform perſons whoſe 
diſpoſitions hur} them to ſuch baſe atttempt, and 
convince them how unhappy they may render indi- 
viduals by ſuch practices. | | 
© I have for many years kept houſe in an agreeable 
part of this kingdom, enjoyed the ſweets of ſociety 
* with many friends and acquaintances, exempt * 
s 
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that ridiculous ceremony, which is now become fo 
« prevalent. But in the midſt of this Elyſium of hap- 
' pineſs, ſome ſtrangers ſettling in the country, (the 
vicinity of whoſe habitations to mine, and the ſitua- 
' tion in which fortune had placed them, induced me 
to form, and keep up an acquaintance with) found 
means to inſinuate the moſt malicious falſkoods to 
© my friends, and to extirpate that harmony which fo 
bons ſubſiſted between us Thus deprived of that 
© hoſpitality and friendſhip we ſo long mutually en- 
* joyed, | made ſome overtures for a reconciliation, 
and by inconteſtible proofs convinced my old neigh- 
bours of the baſe attempts of our new acquaintances, 
and received the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that our furure 


4 — ſhould remain unſhaken againſt the virulent 


* blaſts of malice and envy. 

Good God! how diſtreſſing muſt ir be to perſons 
*-of this ſort, if ever they ſeriouſly refleQ on the evil 
* tendency of ſuch practices? how contrary to the 
« diftates of reaſorand humanity, to cauſe diſſentione 
among our fellow-creatures? and how repugnant'to 
* that divine commandment, that we ſhould love on 
© another ? | 

* Fam, yours, &c: 
| « AMICUS! 


Salve CE et EA Va” 


No. 48, Saturday, | January 17. 
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Quidquid delirant riges, plectuntur Achivi, Hon. 
When kings fall out, the ſubjects ſuffer, 


H E Iliad, which has juſtly been the admira- 
tion of all ages, has not been praiſed more for 


any of its excellencies, than for the moral of its fable. 


t gives us a fine leſſon on the miſchiefs which ſpring 
| | from 
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from diſcord among princes, in the diſſention between 
After the Greeks had. 
ſpent nine whole years in beſieging Troy, on account. 
of a woman, thoſe two heroes fall out about a girl, and; 
by that means the people periſhed, as Homer ſays; 


Agamemnon and Achilles. 


and to 2 {till ſtronger the evils of this diſagree- 
ment, Troy was not to be taken until they were te- 
conciled by the death of Patroclus, and that Achille: 
joined his force, ſmall as it was; for it conſiſted of but 
fifty ſhips, and computing fifty myrmidons to each ſhip, 
his number of men did not amount toabove 2500. 


If we look into hiſtory, we ſhall find the ruin of. 


many ſtates and kingdoms owing to the ſame cauſe. 
The ſtates of Greece, by jarring and jealouſies among 
themſelves, at length became ſlaves to Philip of Mace- 
don; at Rome, the diſſentions between the ſenate and 
people were the fatal cauſes of electing tribunes of the 
people, who in time ſold the liberties of their country 
to Cæſar. Our more modern hiſtories alſo furniſh us 
with many inſtances to this purpoſe ; witneſs the miſ- 
chievous conſequences which followed from the ani- 
moſities amongſt the chriſtian princes who went to re- 
cover the Holy Land; witneſs the dfeadfulthavock, 
ſlaughter and devaſtation. cauſed by the diſputes of the 
houſes of York and Lancaſter in England. In ſhort, 
we ſhall find that many countries have fallen ſacrifices 
to this fiend, ditcord ;- nor-do I know of any. that re- 
ceived any the leaſt benefit from it except this. very 
kingdom of Ireland; I mean by its falling under the 
Engliſh government, which happened in the following 
manner : The king of Leinſter ran away with the king 
of Briefne's wife, (in the ſame manner as Paris did 
with Helon) upon which our Iriſh Menelaus applied to 
the king of Connaught for aſſiſtance, and theſe two 
confederate monarchs had ſo far run down the Hiber- 
nian Paris, that he was obliged to apply to England for 
ſuccours. This firſt brought the Engliſh into this 
kingdom, and laid the foundation of that happy con- 
ſtitution which we at preſent enjoy. 

As I am upon this ſibjea, it would be unpardonable 


in me to omit making mention of the unhappy diſagree- 
| ment 
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ment which at preſent ſubſiſts between our two great 
monarchs of the Iriſh ſtage. They are undoubtedly 
men of prodigious merit in their different caſts of play- 
ing; but it is not in the caſt of my preſent paper to 
enter into a detail of their reſpective merits ; all I ſhall 
lay is, that I lament the unlucky diſputes between 
them, which prevents them from forming (as they 
once did) the moft compleat theatre I ever ſaw, or 
mat | believe ever ſubſiſted ſince the golden age of 
Betterton. As we can at preſent ſee but one of them 
in any one night, half the pleaſure of our entertain- 
ment is loſt ; and as there are many plays where there 
are two top charaCters, each of which require the ut- 
moſt ſkill of the ator, where one of theſ: is indiffer- 
ently performed, the whole play goes off but flat and 
infipid, We are now therefore mutilated in the no- 
bleſt recreation the human mind is capable of, that of 
having nature and Shakeſpeare reflected to us from a 
true mirror. With what raptures have I ſeen Barry 
in Othello, wrought up to that green-eyed monſter, 
jealouſy, by Moſſop in Ingo? What a Jaffier was the 
one; what a Pierre the other? But now alas ! though 
the Moor performs his part exquiſitely, yet he is alone, 
and wan's his Antient to work him up ; and in Ve- 
nice Preſerved, the beauteous Helvidera, lite a wretch 
that's doom'd to baniſhment, comes weeping forth. The 
misfortune of the publick is manifeſt in almoſt _ 
other play, as well as in thoſe I have quoted, to thoſe 
who frequent the play-houſes. What is worſt of all, 
| fear they hade nought enrich'd themſelves by it, and made 
the publick poor indeed, in point of entertainment, 1 al- 
ſo fear that their ſubjects, the under actors, have ſuf- 
ſered, as the ſubjects of other monarchs have done, by 
their diſputes ; for in order to draw an audience to 
their houſe, each manager has been obliged, like the 
old Iriſh kings, to call in foreign forces, ſuch as wire 
dancers, dogs, monkeys and Italian Singers; and to 
turn that feat of once rational amueſement into a 
STetch's theatre or Sadler's Wells, And a wox O& pre- 
teria nibil. By this means their natural ſubjects, the 
inferior players, were obliged to quit the * 
ce 
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ſeek breadelſewhere. In theſe boiſterous times, James: ende 
Williams, who thought the poſt of honour was the pri- Wl * 1igio 
vate ſtation, made his exit from the theatre, and now « teria 
acts the part of a ſtationer, an earthenware and flannel Wh * teſt: 
merchant, in Bedford-row. His cataſtrophe has been the 
a good one, but I fear others have ended their pars MW * int 
more tragically. * the 
fear it would exceed thelimi's of my paper to de of. 
cant further upon this ſubject. I ſhall therefore con- * ed \ 
clude, by wiſhing that theſe two great players were a W * poll 
much maſters of their own paſſions, as they are of thoſe ma) 
of the audience. Then ſhould we ſee, by a union of * Put 
both houſes, the moſt compleat theatre that ever wat 
in this kingdom. Dancer and Fitzhenry, who are the 
Porter of Oldfield of our times, would ſhine in their 
ſpheres, as Barry and Moſſop would in theirs. 
P. S. I beg pardon of the monarchs of Ireland, for ' 
comparing to ! wk thoſe upſtart fellows of Greece, 
who were but of yeſterday, and could not pretend to 
be of near ſo ond or ſo ancient families as the Mile- 
ſian princes were. 
From the Mex cury. in Parliament. ſtreet. 
, The following curious letter and attempt at rhimes, 
appeared in the Freeman's Journal of Tueſday Janu- 
ary 13th, which, as it gave occaſion to a future Batche- 
lor, is thought proper toe inſert here. . 


To the COMMITTEE for the conducting the 
FREE-PRESS. 


© GENTLEMEN, 


IN my Opinion, a Man in publick Buſineſs ſhould 
0 make himſelf as few Enemies as poſſible, and 
keep his Paſſions, and Zeal for the Religion he pro- 
feſſes, in Subjection to his Intereſt ; eſpecially if he 
* happens not to be of the eſtabliſhed, Religion. of the 
Country he reſides in, How ridiculous then * 

* that 
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« that Man appear, who, in a Proteſtant Country, 
« endeavours to raiſe the Reputation of the Papiſt Re- 
gion, by attempting to render that of the Prefby- 
« terians contemptible ? A Religion founded on Pro- 
teſtant Principles : When he enjoys his own only at 
the Mercy ot the Government, and is not included 
in the Act of Toleration. Some late Reflections on 
the Church of Scotland, publiſhed in a News- paper 
« of this City, has induced me, as I am well acquaint- 
ed with the Editor, to publiſh his Original and Com- 
« poſition ; that they who are unacquainted with him, 
may know what Credit to pay to any of his future 
publications. 


- 6 - 


+ & Cavacu-Man, 
To te PUB LI CK. 


c REAT Jove was once reſolv'd to make 
6 A Coxcomb fraught with Self-conceit ; 
« Aroud the World he caſt his Eyes, 
But chiefly where fair Dublin lies; 
All Wickedneſs he ſaw there reign'd, 
No Folly curb'd, no Vice reſtrain'd, 
Strait he calls out for Mercury, 
« Pm here, an't pleaſe your Majeſty.” 
The God reply'd, © Fly quickly down, 
He ſaid) to yon fair, glittering Town, 
And try if in it thou can find 
* "Theſe three Things fitting to my Mind: 
Pride, Ignorance and Self- conceit, 
*« From each of em ſome Semen take, 
„For I've a Mind to make a non- ſuch, 
„ Im all the World there ſha'n't be one ſuch. 
For Men are grown, I muſt confeſs, 
To ſuch a Height of Wickedneſs. 
*© That I muſt — this Way to ſhame em 
„ Out of their Follies, and reclaim 'em. 
He ſhall a living Saryr be | 
* 'To ridicule blind Bigotry. 
*« Nay, what to you will ſeem moſt odd, 
He will ptetend to be a God, 


uw 


© Aſſume, 
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Aſſume your Figure, and will try 
To paſs himſelf for Mercury; 


No. ny 


Turn News-monger, and, as he flies, 


Diſtuſe his Scandal and his Lies. 
One Day he'll vilify a Nation, 


The next Day read his Recantation 
Publiſh his Books papiſtical, 

And Queries moſt ſophiſtical, 

To cheat Mankind; but never fear, 


* 


They now have bought Experience dear; 


And forty-one will ſtil remember, 
From January to December, 
Their Eyes I'll open, and, in fine, 


** They'll ſee thro? all his baſe Deſign.” 


The winged God directs his flight; 
At Finglas lights, and, ſpent with Toil, 
He lays him down, and ſleeps a while; 


Then riſes freſh, walks nimbly down 


* Straight from Olympus' ſtarry Height 


* The Turnpike road, and comes to Town. 


* He had not gone o'er half his Round, 


* But all of em he quickly found; 
* Some Seed he took from ev'ry one, 
* And then remounts Olympus' Throne ; 
To Jove preſents a Bag of Leather, 
In which he put 'em all together. 
* He gets hs Moulds, his Work began, 


* And out completely comes the Man. 


Jove view'd him with contempt, and ſwore 


He ne'er made ſuch a Thing before. 
« Declar'd he would annihilate him, 

© But ſor the End he did create him ; 
Which to fulfil, he threw him down, 

* Headlong from thence, to that ſame Town 


* His Anecdotes of the Scotch, which he attempted an Ape 


Lord Taaffe's Works 


1 for in a ſucceeding Paper. 


them, 


] His Queries concerning the Papiſtz penchaſing, 
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Whence heoriginally came 
I need not tell the Creature's Name. 


— — 1 
— 2 


From the Mercury in Parliament-ſtreet, 


* * The arrival of three packets ſince our laſt, and the 
provocation offered us in the laſt Freeman's Journal, 
will we hope, be accepted as an excuſe for poſiponing 
ſome part of the entertainment we promiſed to our.readers 
in this day's Mercury. 


To the Freeman's Journaliſt.* 


E took it for Granted, Mr. Freeman, that you 
and your abettors, had taken a ſufficient doſe of 
Mercury to cure you of railing, and were inclined to 
peace; but we find the ſali vation is not gone off yet, 
and that you are ſtill ſpzrting your venom. That we 
have not as yet effected a radical cure on you, appears 
in a ſcabby piece, (the ſpawn of perſonal malice) in 
your paper of laſt Tueſday, that, no doubt, you call a 
copy of verſes, but to which-it has no other-title than 
being printed in the ſhape of Poetry, in lines of various 
lengths. Indeed, if you have not a more able champi- 
on to produce, than the wretched ſcribbler of that 
miſerable piece, the guantlet ſhall lye for ever on the 
ground, before we will foop forit. You have found 
out the ſure way to vanquiſh us :—ſet that Lead beater 
to work, and your buſineſs is done. | 
But the beſt way of expoling this execrable piece, 
i to give the reader a ſpecimen of it. Some reſpect 
has, hitherto been paid to numbers and ſenſe, by the 
worſt of authors, but this vile bellman's poet, more 
impatient 


* As the ſcribblers in the Freeman's Journal, chuſe to attack 
the printer of the DunLin Mac, inſtead of its authors ; 
ve think ourſelves intitled to reſolve the Committee of the Free- 
Preſs, into the 81 GLx perſon who is notoriouſly the ſole condue- 
tor and PROPRIETOR of that paper ; the other two (the Com- 
piler and Clerk) being paid for their tiouble.— The Cerbetean 
Junto ſhall hear further from us. 
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impatiet of reſtraint, and leſs ſervile than other bal co 
We poets, has dared to put a finiſhing ſtroke to all reftrigj. au 
ons of poetical genius, at once, by caſting off the ter 
„ ſhackles of rhyme, ſenſe, and numbers together; * inc 
Judge, readers, for yourſelves from the following er * pc 
1 tract re 
« Great Jove was once reſolv'd to mate * by 
* A coxcomb fraught with ſelf concert , * ſte 
« Around the world he caſt his eyes, * Io 
« But chiefly where fair Dublin lies; * tel 
Strait he calls out for Mercury, de 
I'm here, an't pleaſe your majefty. wl 
The God reply'd, fly quickly down, 9 
(He ſaid) to yon farr gliſtering town, 9 
And try if in it thou can find * ſu, 
*« Theſe three things fitting to my mind: * tin 
Pride, ignorance and ſelf-conecit, f 
From each of em ſome ſcamen take : * yo 
„He ſhall a living ſatyr be a * fri 


« To ridicule blind bigotry — 


The reſt is equally contemptible - Query. Where 
does the ridicule fall — on the writer or the ſub- 9 
jea ? po 
Mr. Freeman, are you inclined to enter the liſts with 

n and ink ? ** If you have a mind for a little of tha 

*« fun,” as Sir Callaghan ſays, ſend ſome factious bro 
ther forward with a better head-piece, if you have ary 
ſuch, than the inſignificant author of the above; 
one whom it will not be a diſgrace to meaſure pen 


with, | 
And wwe will drive this quill of our's, as far oil The 
who goes fartheſt. | SHaxes?. WM The, 
Aſſes 
e 
To the Printer of the Du BLIx Mercury. wy 
10 N 
Mr. Hon v, « F. 
IAM pleaſed with your paper ; it is no leſ i 1. 
0 I ſtructive than entertaining, and deſerves the el V 
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« couragement of all who love letters. I am no 
author, no poet: yet the dull poem and virulent let. 
© ter in theFreeman's Journal of laſt Saturday,rouſed my 
* indignation ſo far as to make me once in my life turn 
« poct, and write the following ſhort Allegory. I have 
© read ſome where, facit indignatio verſum. Nothing 
but their impotent malice, could have obliged me to 
« ſtep ſo far out of character. | heir baſe and ungene- 
rous attack upon your religion, equally ſhews the bir- 
* terneſs of their hearts and the weakneſs of theit un- 
« derſtandings. They are like unto thoſe cowards, 
* who ſheath their dagger in the blood of their enemy, 
«* when he is bound in fetters. The honeſt, generous 
« Proteſtants of the church of Ireland, ſoar für above 
ſuch mean and baſe ideas. I ſpeak their ſenſe. Con- 
* tinue then to expoſe Faction and Party with all that 
* poignancy of ridicule, which has ſo eminently adorned 
your paper, and you will prove yourſelf the true 
* friend of your country. 
* Tam your conſtant reader, 
Jan. 15, 1967. * ATTICUS.” 


*P. S Make what uſe you pleaſe of this letter, and 
poem: if they are not publiſhed, I ſhall not be diſ- 
* appointed, as I am ſecure of a better entertainment 
* from ſome of the pens of your more ingenious cor- 
* reſpondents.” 


An ALLEGORY. 


F* H E genius of Exvy and black MeELancaory, 

The ſpirit of PRIOB, of Faction and FoLLy ; 

The demon of Discokb, D:TrAcTiION and Se1GHrT, 

The old god of DULLNE5s, a rob'd with dark night, 

Aſſembled in council at the Arch of St. Oen, 

Where none but the Choſen are ſuffer'd to go in. 

Up roſe the conductor, fell Faction, © | grant, 

'* That we are all ruin d in ſpiteof ur Cant ; 

* Sly Mex cu mecks us, and the world in a lums 

It highly pleas'd with him for roaſting our Rump.“ 
o L. I. * Hor 


4 Alluſion to the Rump Parliament. 
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« How ſhall we revenge us ?”——he ſpoke, and oh 
frightful ! 

A chink in the wall op'd wide in their fight full : 

« A letter!” quoth DULNess, © 'tis al 

« A poem too! gentlemen, tis my hand-writing : 

* Shou'd any dare claim it; all know it 5 -5 

It neither has meaſure, rhyme, ſpirit, nor ſenſe.” 

Here clappings of hands and plaudits aroſe, 

With vivat the author, in verſe and in proſe ; 


Fer if DuLNness were dead, our Journal muſt fer 
t 


And leave all our Free Cits to Mercury's laug 


IST Dh ICED SARI DCNZoG>ECADUL 


No. 49. Tueſday, January 20. 


ET, 


— 


ä 


a | ö 


— —Sanfus haberi 
Juſtitiægue tenax, factus ditiſque mereris ? 


Agnoſce Procerem — Joy, 


IMITATED. 


Convince the world that you are juſt and true. 
Be juſt in all you ſay and all you do; 
Whatever be your faith, you're ſure to be 

A peer of the firſt magnitude with me. 


* To JeorrRy WacsTAFFE, E; 


« S1n, 


INCE the commencement of the Dosi 

Mexcuxx, I have ſtrictly obſerved the charge 
delivered to me in the firſt paper, by you, and the 
other gentlemen your aſſociates, who were ſo kind 
as voluntarily to undertake the ſupport of it with 
your pens. I have, till this day, kept to the depart- 
ment, and within the bounds you preſcribed: me, 
of receiving articles of intelligence, advertiſe 
« ments, and whatever emolument has accrued from 
« the undertaking, with other drudgery of that go 
« yelling 


"= 7 ww Tx + = A. 


— 
—— — 
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— « yelling kind ;” and never once let out of mind the 
« adage you recommended to my obſervation 

« Ne Jour ultra crepidam :” Nor do I mean to tranſ- 

ting ; « orels now; all the indulgence I crave, is, that you 


vill permit this letter to appear in your next Bar- 
ce, * CHE LOR. 


157 In the Freeman's Journal of the 13th inſt. F am 
moſt cruelly attacked on account of my religion, in 
a letter from ſome paultry ſcribler, who ſubſcribes 
himſelf, 4 Church-Man ; and attempts (in a bung- 
ling alteration of an old piece) to draw, what he 
calls, my picture, in ſuch a ſort of Proſe run mad, 
that any other, but the illiterate editor of the Free- 
man's Journal, would have been aſhamed to pub- 
liſh. Such rhymes, I believe, were never before 
in print: make to conceit, Mercury to majeſly, conceit 
to take, confeſs to wickedneſs, and many others of 
the like kind, which you may obſerve, if you will 
take the trouble of reading fuch ſtuff. By way of 
illuſtration of his nonſenſe, he annexes notes, where- 
in he accuſes me of publiſhing Lord's Taaffe's Ob- 


ſervations, and the Queries concerning the Papiſts 
purchaſing. 


_ As the reputation and character of every man lie 
open to every pick pocket, I think it incumbent on 
me to vindicate mine.— As to the firſt charge which 
this pick-purſe of my reputation makes againſt me, | 
* concerning the anecdotes of the Scotch, any body, | 
except ſuch a blockhead; may know that I was not f 
© the authgr of them; that they were extracted from a | 
book written and publiſhed many years ago: I ex- 
BLIN * tracted them as an article of entertainment, in or- 
harge der to fill up a vacant ſpace in my paper, but with- 
d the out any deſign, as I before declared, and do now 
Fane * again declare, of giving offence to any man, or ſet 
wit ' l 


of men in the kingdom. 
epart- Tbe next charge, is that of printing my Lord 


d me, Taaffe's Obſervations — What printer in the city of 
ertiſe- * Dublin, let his religion be Proteſtant, Preſbyterian, 
from or Papiſt, would refuſe to print or publiſh a tract 
gro- * which contained nothing refleQing on either the re- 


elling 


2 


* ligion 


* %M 
OI 
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* ligion or Jaws of this country, and to which a peer 
of the realm had vouchſafed to afhx his name as the 
* author. —By the way,— a new edition, being the 
* third, 1s now juſt finiſhed (baving undergone a tho- 
\ 9 reviſal) and will be publiſhed next Thurſday, 

* The third, and laſt charge, brought againſt me 
by this infamous ſcribler, is, that of publiſhing the 
Queries touching the Papiſts purchaſing. I can 
aſſure you, and the public, they were wrote by as 
* ſtaunch a proteſtant as any in the kingdom of Tre- 
land; nor ſhould I have printed them, had they 
been ſent to me by a Roman Catholic. The au- 
* thor, who is well known, I am fure wiſhes as well 
* to the Proteſtant religion, as my accuſer, who 
* makes uſe of religion only as a pretext to wourd 
my character. 

* It is true, I am not of the eſtabliſhed religion ; 
but I appeal to you, Mr. Wagſtaffe (who are an 
undoubted member of the eſtabliſhed church) whe- 
ther it be not cruel and unmanly to attack me on 
that ſcore? May not a man be a good ſubject, a 
good citizen, and a uſeful member of ſociety, tho' 
a Papiſt? I ſuſpe& this malice of the proprietor 
of the Freeman's Journal, is in a great meaſure 
levelled at me, on account of your having ſous'd 
the ſcriblers for it, in the river of Dulneſs, in your 
laſt viſion ; a good deal of the mud of Stupidity 
and Detraction ſticks to them till. They dare not 
attack your BaTCHELoR, becauſe they are afraid 
of your pen; but, like cowards, flirg their dirt at 
me. They would endeavour to blacken me in the 
eyes of Proteſtants, to whom J am under the high- 
eſt obligations, and of whoſe favours I ſhall always 
retain the moſt grateful ſenſe. I never did, nor 
ever will give offence to the eſtabliſhed religion of 
my country, not being inclined to offend my beſt 
friends, and eſpecially you, who are ſo kind as to 
furniſh me with your ſpeculations, one of the chief 
ornaments of my paper. I am, Sir, 8. 

* Your obliged humble ſervant; 
* JAMES W. 
9728 
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p. 8. My ſtudy of the Claſſic authors extending 
little further than the title-pages, you will oblige 
me by prefixing to this letter, by way of motto, a 
few lines from any of the old gentlemen your ac- 
quaintance, with a tranſlation. And I requeſt alſo, 
© you will hereunto ſubjoin ſuch obſervations as oc- 
* cur to you on the ſubject. 


I am concerned, that my friend Hoey ſhould be 
miſrepreſented to the public; but let me aſſure him, 
that no man of ſenſe will regard the vile ſuggeſtions 
of the Factious Journal. It is as cowardly to fall 
upon him for his religion, as it would be for me, who, 
by the laws can wear a ſword, to attack an unarmed 
Papiſt, whoſe hands are tied up. For my part, altho' 
] love the eſtabliſhed church, at leaſt as well as Meſſ. 
Daa az and Lawnx b, and Mr. CanT*®, (who aſſume 
the pompous title of, Committee of the Free-Preſs) or 
perhaps better; yet, I am not ſo great a bigot as to 
think that a man who differs from me in the mode of 
ſerving GOD, ſhould not get bread by his trade. 

It is always a ſure ſign that thoſe have the worſt of 
the argument, who bring religion into the queſtion. 
Thus the ſeriblers in Pope's time, finding themſelves 
unequal to him as writers, endeayoured to vilify him, 
by calling him Papiſt and Jacobite. This I will infiſt 
upon, that any man who is a real Chriſtian Proteſtant, 
will ſo far abhor perſecution, that he will not reproach 
one, even in his writings, for diſſenting from kim in 
opinion. 


(a) The Proprietor of the Freeman's Journal; (b) The 
Clerk; (e) The Compiler. —— A pretty junto, truly, to en- 
titule themſelves, The COMMITTEE, &c. 


K 3 From 
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From the MEercuRyY in Parliament-ftreet. 


The humble Petition of Joun Cant, late cor. 
rector of the Free-Preſs : addreſſed to the magiſ- Cum 
tracy of the city of Dublin. N 


OO R Car, the Free- man's preſi- corrector, 27 
Reduc d by famine to a ſpectre, 


As they, who once took in his paper, Spite 
Can purchaſe news and ſcandal cheaper , ha 
Concludes the rulers 4 our City And 
Will think him worthy of their pity, Shal 
And, in compaſſion to his caſe, | | 

Provide him with ſome little place, | Th 
Which during this inclement weather, WI 


May kheep his life and ſoul together, 
And, jth his „ Lat Nee 
Was finding ſtuff to fill the journal, 
He hopes, they'll fix him in a flation 
Moft like his quondam-occupation, 
And, if intent on his relief, 

Appoint him Scavenger in chief. 


COT. 


ector, 


No go. The BATCHELOR, 


No. 30. Saturday, January 24. 


— 


Cum magnis vixiſſe invita fatebitur uſque 

Invidia ; et fragili quærens illidere dentem, 

Offendet ſolide ; niſi quid tu, docte Trebati, 

Diſſentis. Hos. 


Spite of herſelf even Envy muſt confefs, 
hat I the public favour do poſſeſs, 
And, if ſhe dare attempt my honeſt fame, 


Shall break her teeth againſt IT. WacgsTarye's 


name. 
This is my plea; on this I reſt my cauſe 
What ſays my council learned in the laws? 


7 HE following poem, directed to me, was 
dropt by a porter at Hoey's ſhop. It is a ſe- 
vere ſatire againſt a ſet of men in this town, who, I 
think, deſerve to be laſhed for their own abortive 
monſters in this way. It is contrary to the uſual 
plan of my ſpeculations to entertain my readers with 
ae yet, in juſtice to Hoey, who has been moſt 
unjuſtly abuſed, and as the piece itſelf contains ſome 
humour and much truth, I hope it will be accepta- 
ble. | 


To the BATrCRELOR. 
S IR, 


By giving the following lines a place in your Spe- 
culations, you will much oblige, Sir, your conſtant 
reader, 


D the pleaſure is as great 
07 


cribling, as it is to eat; 
Elſe why ſbou'd ev'ry flared werſe-monger 
Defy that craving monſier, Hunger? 
K 4 Whe'd 


200 


Who'd rather faft with ragged muſe, 


Than earn them bread by cleaning ſhoes : 


Others prefer their flupid proſe, 

To neceſſary food and cloaths ; 
Witneſs thoſe wretches now-a-days, 
Who get thereby nor fence nor Bays ; 
Thoſe wermin that inſeſt the town, 
And ſcrible reputations down : 


Infernal tools of Joun ComwiTTEe “, 
7. 


e ſage reformer of the city, 
Who, ignorant of men or letters, 
Makes it his Loaf to ſcold his betters ; 
By blackeſt falſboods even dares 
With Kings to wage eternal wars ; 
Nor if an angel were in fow'r, 
Cou'd he eſcape a fingle hour, 
But muſt exped to feel the bite 
Of all his envy, gall and ſpite. 
If great ones therefore are abus'd, 
4 ſhou'd inferiors be excus'd ? 


At high and low he ever firikes, 


'Tis cauſe enough that he diſſikes, 
of any ſect, or Whig or Tory— 

ben — with patience a true ſtory- 
In it theſe points we will diſcuſs'im 
And ſkew this fellow ad amuſlim, 


To pleaſe the town, and earn him pence, 


By eſſays and intelligence, 

Hoey had his paper juſt begun, 

And call d it after Maria's fon + ; 
The Mercury all people ſought, 
Some thouſands in a day were bought : 
In ſhort, ſo great was its renown, 
No paper more as read in town. 


No. 


* The Conductors of the Free-Preſs, as we have before ob- 
ſerved, confiſt of only, three perſons, viz. Meſſ. DA and 
LAx E, nd Mr, C Avr: any one of theſe makes, what they 
call, The COMMITTEE. This one is commonly Mr. John 


Cant. 


+ Mzzcuxzr. 


Envy, 


1 
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Envy, who ſaw with haggard eyes 
The merit of this paper riſe, FED 
Reſoly'd, with wile malicious hate, 

To cruſh it in its infant tate 

By night and day fhe rackt her brains, 

No matter how, to find out means; 

If on no honeft ones cou'd fix, 

She'd rouſe up AcutRon and STyx : 

She Fe around to ſind out friends, 

To bring about her helliſh end. 

But all refuſe. To one ſhe hies 

Who never Envy 's ſuits denies ; 

This DuLness was, the Free-Preſs god, 
 Diſtlinguiſh'd'by his Wreath and Rod. 

Loww in a cold and lonely cell, 

This meagre, hungry wight did dwell ; 

Pale famine in his cheeks appear'd, 

Which bore a long and filthy beard ; 

Fixt like an owl, with flupid flare; 

His eyes no darting flaſhes glare; 

His once round face and double chin. 

By faſting were become ſo thin, 

That by 2 leanneſs, jou might thence 

Infer the wyetch had common ſenſe ; 

But this we find a certain rule, 

That fat or lean ne er dubs a fool, 

Whatever be the bulk or frame; 

Dulneſs for ever is the ſame. 

Envy, this miſcreant wwipht drew near, 
And thus accoft with wicked leer, 
„ DvuLness, thou guardian of our preſs, 

* To thee I come to ſeek redreſs ; 
« Shall we loo en and tamely ſee, 
„ That upſtart hight, the Mercury; 
* Sha'n't we, whe hate that thing call'd merit, 


2 © Oppoſe it with our uſual ſpirit ? 
. * You muſt exert your Billing ſpate, 
* « To drive this paper. out of date 


Call bim Papiſt, and abuſe him, | 
* Nor WAGSTAFFE then will DARE excuſe him: 
K 5 « His 
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« His Speculations too I dread, 5 
« Remove but them, yours will be. read : 
« Their dire effet you do not ſee man; 
„For they will hurt our darling Freeman.” 
No ſooner ſaid, no ſooner done, 
Grave DuLNess. now his work begun, Fi 
He bit his nails, and thump d bis Naa. 
Which in momentum. eguall d lead; 
And out he drove a pompous letter, 
(Nor did he ever aurite a better 
Fraught with invefives,. not a few, _ 
And Churchman be ſubſcrib'd thereto, 
He, not content with. humble proſe, 
Muſt needi in werſe himſelf expoſe, 
But in ſuch poetry and rhimes, 
As were not ſeen ſince FLECK wo's times, 
In fluff dewaid of rhime or reaſon, 
Accuſes Ho x of petit treaſon. | 
Hermes and Jove were at his beck, 
He haul'd their godſhips by the neck, 
As if the gods muſt ſerve his turn all, 
To pull down Hoey and raiſe the Journal. 
His work thus done, he croſ#d the city, 
In 2 to JohN CoMmiTTEE 5 
His glad reception you may gueſs 
From the compiler for the preſs : 8 
Dras, Lank, and CanT, in one loud Hollo, 
All hail him, as their great Apollo. | 
He takes the chair, and out he draws 
His proſe and werſe, they ſhout applauſe ; 
Courage, my boys, here's what will do, 
Fo knock up Hoey, and WacsTarre 100; 
«« The Mercury ſhall now no more 
« Obſtrud our preſs, as heretofore, 
Nor ſhall that Paper more appear, 
&« To flop our views another year.” 
With louder fhouts the chamber rang, 
„ DuLness is leader of the gang; 
« Durlnsss Hall at our board prefide, 
« DuLness ball ever be our guide.“ 
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Their loud huzzas made Cook-flreet ring, 
And DoLuwess i prochain?t+ their king... W 


From the MtRrcukry in Parliament ſtreet. 


Mr. Hoxy, - Sackwille-fireet, Jan. 20, 1767 
N the firſt appearance of your paper I formed 


an opinion of its ſucceſs, and am highly plea- 

ſed, by every ſucceeding number, to find my early 
judgment was built on a ſolid foundation. I have 
not met with, in my courſe of rg a ſmall piece 
that gave me more pleaſure than the few lines in the 
Mercury of this Day, intitled, The Petition of 
Joun CanT, &c. It is ſo much in the ſtyle of 
my idol, Swirr, that, were Joxvarhax alive, I 
ſhould not heſitate imputing it to him. The author, 
v-hoever he be, is really a man of true wit, and 
maſter of the exquiſite vein of humour, and happy 
cafe of expreſſion, that diſtinguiſhed the works of 
mat eminent genius above-mentioned. I congratu- 
late you and your readers on the acquiſition: of ſuch 
an able writer, and beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf his 
adiniter, | 
And your bumble ſervant, | 
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Non ſatis eft pulchra eſſe poemata ; dulcia ſunto. Hog, 


It is not enough that your Pudding is fat : 
(With Raiſins, and Flour, eggs, milk, and all that) 
It muſt be, with Currans, as black as my hat. 


HE. following epiſtle was left at my lodgings 

the other day. The bearer of it enquired of 
my ſervant, if I was at home, and being anſwered in 
the negative, he ſaid he would call again for an an- 
ſwer, which he accordingly did the next day: here 
then 1s the letter verbatim as I received it. 


* To Jeor TRY WacsTaFFE, E; 


*SIR, 


Am the author of a poem which was: inſerted 
8 1 in the Freeman's Journal of the 1 3th of Ja- 
* nuary, inſt. and alſo of the letter, ſigned, A Church- 
man. | fird by Hoey's Mercury of the 17th, that 
« ſome critic has attacked them, and egad I hope 1 
have vexed him; for he deſerves it from me. 


Would ou believe it, he rejected my offers of 


* writing for him? I hate him and all the printers, 
for though I write ſo well as you ſee I do, both in 
© verſe and proſe, yet I am ftarving amongſt them 
« all, only now and then I get ſome trifle from Mr. 
« Dras for all my labours ; for I affure you I ſupply 
him with the beſt things in his paper. Now, I 
«. don't know whether you have ſeen my poem ; and 
as I take you to be a judge, I will vindicate it to 
« you from the malicious repreſentations of Mr. 
« Hoey, who, it ſeems, is nettled, and takes to him- 
«: ſelf what any other printer. in town might as _ 
* 
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« do. 1 will therefore give you the argument of the 


piece, with roſe ſpecimens, annotations, and re- 


marks. As I told you before, I hate all the prin- 
© ters, and therefore I bring in Jupiter as making a 
great Pub iu, and throwing it down among all 
the hungry PRIX TERS in town. Now, egad, the 
* whole ſting, joke and fatire againſt Hoey hes here. 
His paper is called, The Mexcuxr, and therefore 
© I make Jupiter to employ Mercury as his penny- 
© boy for the materials of the Pudding: wormwood [ 
hut you will obſerve the beauties better by 
the ſpecimens : 


© Great Jove was once reſoly'd to make 
* A Pudding, by a neu receipt. 


Is not this a ſublime exordium ? the' the Mercury 
* would preterd to criticize. on my rhimes, ſuch as 


* make and receipt, and ſo-forth; but the fool does 


not conſider the licentia poetarum. or, poetical li- 
* cence. Eged I follow the great Tom Brown, and 
others, who conſtantly take the ſame liberties. If 
* a poet Is to be tied up to ſuch ſtrict rules of rhimes, 
or meaſure, good bye to poetry; d-mme if ever I 


would handle a pen more, if that were the caſe. 


© But to proceed 


Around the world he caff his eyes, 
But chiefly where fair Dublin lies, 


Here are two lines, which, had they been in Ho- 
mer, Pope would have written a buſhel cf. notes 
* on them. Now, in order more fully to point out 
* the beauties cf them, I will reduce them to proſe : 
* {this is Mr. Pope's method) He caſ his eyes round 
the world, but chiefly that world where fair Dublin 
© lies, Firſt, obſerve I give Jupiter his attribute of 
looking over the whole world, and next, for fear 
© the reader ſhould miſtake, and think | meant an 
* other world but this, | fix it to this globe of the 
earth, by ſaying it is the world where fair Dublin 
* lies: ſecondly, you may remark the compliment 
©. pay to my own city, that after Jupiter had ſearch- 
« 6d 
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ed the whole world for materials for his Pudding, 
he could not get any ſo good as in Dublin: thirdly, 
what a beautiful epithet is fair Dublin? what an 
encomium on our metropolis ? or, egad, you may 
take it in a contrary ſenſe, by a rhetorical figure, 
as lucus a non lucendo, and make it to ſignify foul 
Dublin, from the ſmoke and fogs, or from the 
foulneſs of the ſtreets; and that will be fine ſatire 
on my Lord Mayor, for not watching the ſcavengers 
better : laſtly, what a glorious apparatus is here for 
this great Fae 

Now for the ſtroke at Hoey and his Mercury, 
Jupiter ſends Mercury on his errand for the ingre- 
dients. I own it is damned bitter. Hinc ille lachry- 
me, this hurts poor Hoey : 


© Strait he calls out Mercury; 
« Coming, an't pleaſe your majeſty.” 


It made me ſweat confoundedly to find out rhyine 
for Mercury, and egad at laſt I Inckily hit on ma- 
jeſty. Now mind the beauty of theſe lines, it lies 
in the eaſy familiarity of them. No ſtiffneſs, by 
gad. Jupiter, as he is the head deity, bawls out 
for Mercury, as you would for a waiter at a ta- 


* yern, and you ſee how quickly he anſwers, © coming, 
« fir.” Now he ſends him on his errand—— - 


« «aa =» 


« 


Fly quickly down 

* ( He ſaid) to yon fair, glittering town : 
* Try if in it you Sy 

* Ingredients fitting to my mind ; 
Plumbs, raiſins, ſugar, fat, 

With each of them ſome Semen take. 


Can any thing be more eaſy or agreeable than the 
manner of giving him his meſſage ? All the ingre- 
dients are comprized in one line, except the Semen. 
Egad here is a bone for the critics. | 
Why, what do you think now I mean by ſemen ? 
Why flour. Here is a metaphor for you. Semen, 
you know, is ſeed; wheat is a ſeed, and flour is 


made 


® Or four things: 
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© made 
© Pude 
* critic 
and 
ding 
0 gred 
« Plun 
the 


the 
gre- 
men. 


ven ? 


men, 
ur is 
nade 


No. gl. The BATCHELOR. 207 


© made of wheat, and Jupiter could not make his 
Pudding ſurely without flour. Now ſome ſhallow 
« critics might take ſemen to ſignify millet or rice, 
and think he wanted to make a millet or rice Pud- 
ding. That would never do; for by the other in- 
gredients of fruit and fat, it is plain he meant a 
Plumb Pudding. But J love to puzzle. ' Now for 
the prettieſt conceit in the whole poem : 

And forty-one will ſtill remember 

* From January to December. 


This, perhaps, is a little obſcure, but I will clear 
© it up in a thtice. You may recolle&, in conſe- 
* quence of the great froft, the year forty-one was a 
time of great ſcarcity, and conſequently a bad 

for making Puddings, for want of flour: this year 
too is ſome what ſcarce, and we have had a hard 
« froft'iin December and January. I was obliged to 
© tranſpoſe the words for rhime ſake, or I would 


* have ſaid, 
From December to January. 


© But in order to comfort the poor devils in theſe 
© hard times, Jove gives them this conſolation: 


« Their mouths Tl open, and in fine, © 
On choice Plumb Pudding they ſball dine. 


Next obſerve, what a long journey it is from 
* Olympus to Dublin. Now other ignorant fellows 
* would have made Mercury fly at once to town 
* without reſting, or bating on the road, but that 
* would border on the impoſſible ; therefore I let the 
pou fellow take a nap, ſuppoſe at a dry lodging at 
* Finglas : VION”. 

At Finglas lights, and ſpent with toil, 

He lays him down and ſleeps a while, 


After this refreſhment, you'll ſee with what fpirits 
© he walks into town, otherwiſe he would come in 
* limping on his Caduceus, and battered in his feet, 
* like a poor foot ſoldier, after a long march: I 
* make 


La Lg * — 
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make him travel the turnpike road too, as a foot ee th 
« paſſenger never pays turnpike: | for It. 
© Then riſes freſh, walks nimbly down * gain 
* The turnpike road, and comes to town. " 
Take notice, now, how quickly he gets all the in- « 


« gredients, and what a good meſſenger he is. A 
mortal ſervant would, perhaps, have ſpent half his That 
day in a brandy-ſhop, under pretence that the thing the F 


* 


«* were hard to be got. 1 
given 

© He had not gone o'er half his round, * you 1 
But all of them he quickly found. attac 


« Then obſerve how vaſtly careful he is to guard ſenſe! 
- againſt accidents: he would not entruſt theſe choice I Wite 
materials in a common wallet, or linen bag, left 
the ſeams might rip, or a dog on the road might be 

tempted by the ſmell of the ſuet, to cut ſo thin a 2 
ſubſtance; he therefore ſecures them in a good half : 
ſtrong leather knapſack. 


* 


* To Jove preſents a bag of leather, 
In which he put them all together. No. 
When Jupiter has got the ingredients, mind what a 2a 
* hurry he is in to fall to work to his cookery. He 
gets his Pudding, bags directly in order: 4 
« He gets his mould all on a ſudden, 
6 out compleatiy comes a PUDDING: 


E 
1 
that m 
or evil 
even ſe 
mental 
doms: 
Geeſe, 
der Bri 
markal 
ing it. 


* Quick work ! now for the N of the work. 
Jove by this time has diſh'd the Pudding, and en- 
« joys the effluviæ of it with ſuch raptures, that his 
teeth water — 


* Tower lich d his lips, by Styx he ſwore, 
* He ne er made ſuch a one before ; 

* And declar d be would bade eat it, 
But for the end he did create it. 


Now for 1 Jove throws down the Pudding 
| 


* amongſt all the hungry printers in town, and you 
* lee 


t his 


ſing 


you 
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© ſee them all with gaping throats fighting, ſcib ſcab 
© for it. The whole fatire of the m hes here, a- 
ö gainſt thoſe fellows who would fain ſtarve me: 


* Which to fulfil he threw it down 
* Headiong from thence, to that ſame town, 
* Whence it originally came. 


That is, from Dublin, where all the ingredients of 
the Pudding were bought. 
* Now, Mr. Wagſtaffe, from the ſpecimen I have 
* given you, if you will view my poem at full length, 
* you muſt allow it to be vaſtly clever. If not, I will 
* attack your Batchelor, and call you a damn'd, ſtupid, 
* ſenſeleſs, humdrum old fellow; for you ſee I can 
* write ; therefore beware of your criticiſms on me. 
* Yours as you behave, 
* Baygs CHURCHMAN.,' 


* P. S. I ſhall be much obliged to you to lend me 
half a crown to get my ſhoes ſoal'd.” W 


No. 52. Saturday, January 31. 


— — 


Aliquiſque malo fuit uſus in ills. Ov1v. 


Ev'n that evil had its uſe. 


HERE is no animal in the creation, however in- 
fignificant or contemptible it may appear to us, 

that may not, very eſſentially, be the occaſion of 
or evil to mankind. We find inftances in hiſtory; that 
even ſome of the brute ſpecies have been very inſtru- 
mental agents in the mighty affairs of ſtates and king- 
doms : for inſtance, the capitol at Rome was ſaved by 
Geeſe, at the time of the invaſion of the Gauls un- 
der Brennus. We alſo meet in Pauſanias with ſo re- 
markable a ſtory of a Fox, that I cannot help repeat - 


ing it. 
When 


210 The BATCHELOR. 


No. 52 


When the great Ariſtomenes, the Meſſenian gene- 
ral, was taken priſoner by the Lacedæmonians, they 
were ſo incenſed againſt him, that they barbarouſ)y 
decreed that that brave man, and about fifty more, 
his fellow priſoners, ſhould be thrown together into 
a deep cavern, which was the common puniſhment at 


Sparta, of the loweſt kind of offenders. This ſen. 
tence was executed with its utmoſt ſeverity ;- and the 
only indulgence granted to Ariſtomenes, was, that of 
putting on his armour. Three days he continued in 
this diſmal place, lying upon, and covered with dead 
bodies; the third day, after he was almoſt famiſhed 
for want of food, and almoſt poiſoned with the ſtench 
of corrupted carcaſes, he perceived. juſt by him, a fot 
gnawing a dead body; with one hand he ſeized its 
hind leg, and with the other defended his face, by 
catching hold of the fox's jaw when he attempted ti 
bite him. Following, as well as he could, his ftrag- 
gling guide, the fox at laſt thruſt his head into a lit 
tle hole, and Ariſtomenes then letting go his leg, he 
forced his way through, and opened a paſſage to the 
welcome rays of light, from which our noble hero 
had been ſo long debarred. Weak as he was, Ariſto- 
menes wrought himſelf an outlet with his nails, and 
ſo. eſcaped out of that horrid dungeon, and was de- 
(os from that cruel death his enemies had decree 
im. 

Nay, if we look nearer home, we ſhall find that 
creatures of as little conſequence in the ſcale of be- 
ings, as the Geeſe and Fox I have mentioned, hav: 
had their uſes too; I mean the three wretches wh! 
aſſume the pompous title of, Condu#ars of the Fri: 
Preſs, They have been to the Mzxcury, what th 
Fox was to Ariſtomenes, for by endeavouring to bitt 
at its reputation, they have undeſignedly been of val 
ſervice to it, by 4 many ingenious pieces to ap- 


- — which would not, probably, have thrown the! 
ights on the Mercury, had not the Freeman gnawe 
at its character. | 
There is ſcarce a day that I have not many leite 
and' poems ſent to me from different hands, with ; 
| quell 
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queſis of inſerting them in my ſpeculations, ever ſince 
that nonſenſical letter and ſtupid libel of Churchman 
appeared in the Freeman: ſo that we may very or 
perly compare him to the toad, which, although he 
carries poiſon in his carcaſe, yet at the ſame time 
he bears a valuable medicine for the uſe of man- 
kind. 

As I have not room to inſert all that is ſent me on 
this occaſion, all I can do is to ſele& ſuch as I think 
may be moſt agreeable to my readers ; and ſhall there- 
fore make no apology for preſenting them with the 
following lines, which I have juſt received from an 
unkown hand : 


211 


Not far from Newgate, if you ſearch, 
You ll find a place call Audeon 7 Arch, 
Where three poor boobits of this city, 
Aſſume the title of CommiTTEE. 
Here Dur xEss teeps his ſolemn court, 
And dunces here in flocks reſort ; 
Where mighty DRAB, and Cant, and LAxx, 
{None can be of leſi noble rank, ) 
As his chief miniflers of flate, 
At his imperial levee yt 
Happy to ſerve ſo great a king, 
5 Hedi hert their — bring; 
By weak endeavours they contriue 
To heep their monarch juſt alive, 
While he receives with gracious ſmile, 
(With venom fraught ) their doggrels wile ; 
And worſe, if foffible, than thoſe, | 
The flarvlings bring their hungry proſe : 
Be't true or falſe, is not his care, 
Nonſenſe is welcome if ſevere. | 
Here Malice fits, with blackeſt hue ; 
Envy detracting merit's due; 
And all the wices which infeft 
The human heart, to rob its reſt. 
Plthen explars it if I can, . 
| | Hazy: pts u empire firſt begun; 
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In Pandemimnium, when the devils 
In council met, invent us evils, | 
Th: y need wwou'd ſend us ſomething new, 
So up a ſhoal of ſcriblers flew ; 
And then to make the matter worſe, 
Sent @ Free Preſs ina eaſe the curſe. 


DE IEC epoG>TY-4ASS VIE 
No. 53. Tue/day, February 3. 


Ecce iterum Criſpinus. | Joy, 
Criſpinus once more behold. 


I Hinted in my laſt Speculation, that the blunder- 
ing nonſenſe of the Freeman, has been of vaſt ſer- 
vice to me in theſe my Tabours ; inaſmuch, as it has 
been the cauſe of my having received ſo many helps 
from my correſpondents in verſe and proſe. In his 
paper of January the 24th, he ſets forth 


a very ſpeci- W. 
ous epiſtle, as if written by a clergyman ; and this | ” 1 
has produced me a letter from a real clergyman, who . I am 
is deneficed, and lives at a diſtance from this metro- N. ver! 


polis, but happens at preſent to be in town. He is W. of E 
a very worthy man, and in his principles neither a 
ich Flyer nor a Sectaty, but a true church of Eng- 
and man. I ſhall preſent my readers with the letter, I pref 
juſt as I received it, though I ſhall conceal the wri- 4 


ter's name. 90 2 
To JeorrrRy WAGSTATTE, Eſq. 4 

DAR Sin, | Os * 

* TT is natural for us country folks when we arrive telię 
a in this great city, to be ſomewhat curious to twee 
* know what news is ſtirring. For that purpoſe | 9 


have ranſacked all the news- papers ſince my arrival, ¶ ener 
and I aſſure you I am vaſtly pleaſed at your attacks cle. 
on the ſcurrilous traſh of the Freeman's Journal, 

$ On 
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53. W © on many accounts, but particularly as I was ſhock- 
ed at one of the moſt glaring inſtances of effrontery 
in his paper of the 24th of January, that ever | met 
« with, He there inſerts a moſt ſcandalous letter, ay 
« if written by a clergyman, with a deſign, as I ſup- 
* pole, to affront our whole order. ta 

1 In the firſt place, he makes this pretended cler- 
« gyman afſeciate, as he ſays, where opportunity offers, 

6 WW in all forts of company. In his nightly peregrinations 
© he ſaunters, —where ? Why into a common beer 

© houſe on Aſton's-Quay, there to tipple beer among ft 

© porters, carmen, and journeymen bakers, And what 
vas his buſineſs there? was it to viſit the ſick, or to 
uv, We endeavour to reform ſome of the wretches he might 
find there from curſing or ſwearing, or getting 
drunk? (this, indeed, would be an act of humani- 
q ty.) No; this clergyman goes to this beer houſe, 
: "i to be the pot companion of theſe vagabonds, and 
I" WW to pick up lies and ſcandal among them: to quote 


: = © their authority for traducing the character of a 
h om « worthy gentleman, an alderman cf this city, who 
5 — © has been Lord Mayor and preſident of the Court 


i the of Conſcience ; and that in a moſt notorious lye, 
mis . as I am well informed from good authority. This 
I am certain of, that that infamous letter could ne- 
ver have been written by a clergyman of the church 
© of England, but was the ingenious compoſition of 
© one of the three fellows who have the impudence 
' to call themſelves the Committee of the Free- 
* Preſs. | | 
* Theſe Two TuiusLISs anda BU rox, would 
go any lengths to abuſe an alderman, and in order 
to make their lyes carry ſome weight, with'igno- 
rant people, they muſt, forſooth, pretend that this 
ſcandalous ſtuff is the compoſition of a clergyman. 
Is this all their Lr 4. zeal for the Proteſtant 


arrive religion? but | ſuppoſe they make a diſtinction be- 
us to tween it and the hack of England. | 

poſe l * You know it has ever been the artifice of the 
rrival, enemies of our church, to endeavour to leſſen the 
ttacke WW cleigy in the opinion of the laity, and it is at pre- 


* ſent 
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No. 83 
ſent the wicked practice of ſeQaries and ſwadler, 
This I look upon to be one part of the ſcheme of 
that letter, as well as to have a ſtroke at the lord 
mayor and aldermen. I am ſure it neither has the 
ſtyle or manner of a ſcholar or a gentleman, who 
has ever got a liberal education, or kept the com- 
pany of gentlemen ; therefore, 1 once more inſiſt, 
that it is a baſtard of the Freeman, father'd on 1 
clergyman. 

* Before | came to town, I imagined that by thi, 
pompous title of, Committee of the Free- Preſs, that 
paper was Carried on by people of ſome conſe. 


quence ; but, on my arrival hither, how was I ſur- 


prized to find that three ſuch inſignificant reptile 
as Da AB, Lank, and Canr, ſhould afſuwe an au- 


thority of villifying their betters : they clap on it: 
florid frontiſpiece of Hibernia, with three ſnakes ir 


her hand, which they call a Rod, by which I ſup- 
poſe, they would preſent an emblem of then 
ſelves. | 

* It is wonderful, in this iſland, {which has the pe- 
culiar property of not nouriſhing noxious animals 
that theſe three have been able to breathe ſo long 
If the great dean of St. Patrick's were alive, hon 
ſoon would he tree this country from theſe poiſon: 
ous ſerpents, who thus dare to dart their venom at 
the clergy, by making uſe of their name to autho- 
rize the blackeſt falſhood and ſcandal. How finely 
would he ridicule this Committee of Shreads and Pat 
ches? They would be a ſecond PaTripes fo 


him. 


* Their idle cant goes down with the ignorant vul- 
gar, who love to ſee people in power reduced, 2 
they imagine, to their own level, by ſcandalous in- 
vectives. 

Do, Mr. Wagſtaffe, go on to expoſe. the 
wretches it their proper colours, and you'll oblig 
many of your readers, and in particular, a conſtanl 


Your humble ſervant, 
J | H. R. 
Fron 
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From the Mercury in Parliament: ſtreet. 


On the death of Mr. JohN Cant, late corrector of 
the Free Pieſs, who, on Saturday the 31ſt ultimo, 
departed this life at his houſe in?“ .- ſtreet. 
and is generally ſuppoſed to have periſhed thro? 


want. 


OO RCanr, the prince of preſs correcters, 
I; gone to ſee the king of ſpectors, 

But what misfortune made him march, 

And quit his poſt at Owen's Arch, 

To viſit manſions dark aud dreary, 

By what I find, is yet a query. 

Some ſay, that Hok v, that cruel Turk, 
Gave him a pill, that did the work ; 
Others aſſert, ſome young collegians 
Diſpatch'd him to the nether regions, 

And found the means to cut his weazon, 
For utt'ring blaſphemy and treaſon. 

But moſt believe, poor Ca 's diſaflers 
Praceeded from his wicked maſters, 
O/dDrapB and Lank, thoſe factious cits, 
Who firſt depriv'd him of his wits ; 

And then, becauſe a flender diet 

They thought was beſt to make him quiet, 
Moſt awiſely all ſupport deny a, 

And ſo the creature lar d and dy d. 


e 


E RE lies the poor, unhappy Car, 
Who ay d of ev'ry human want ; 
The want of pence, the want of place, 
The want of intelle& and grace; 
The want of wigour, health and youth, 
Of common honefly and truth; 
In 
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In ſport ( what one would hardly think ) 


He wanted rayment, meat and drink ; 
Nay wanted all this world could give, 
And dy'd becauſe be could not live ! 


— Ctt:eE 
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To JeorFry WacsTaAFFE, Ei. 


£9 Fi 

c HE following paper, I muſt ingenuouſly con- haf 
feſs, was intended for the Freeman's Journal, ſak 
© until I was informed that all the avenues to that tha 
«* ſource of honeſt intelligence, were fo ſecurely guard- Ex 
ed by the tarriers and ſcandal collectors of that grand Fri. 
* monarch in fal ſhood, detraction, and callumny, the cei 
< DiQator, that nothing could find admiſſion there, un- of 
«* til his maje/ty had ec his ſeal to it himſelf, or W © me 
by his prime ſecretary and nocturnal club-ſpy, the MW * the 
late little CA x r, of immortal memory. This infor- WM * all 
mation induced me immediately ro alter my intenti- tat. 
ons; for I was certain that political truth, when it nal 
© ſeemed to claſh with the novel opinions of the od or 
friend to liberty, would never find its way into the MW © — 
© world through that channel.— You will, I hope, ex- * to 
cuſe the intended preference, and permit me to lay © to; 
+ before the publick a ttanſaction, which has furniſhed he 
© the free elector with a pretext for abuſing the mer- mu 
© chants and traders of this city, and for /tabbing the * ne 
© reputations, and endeayouring to injure the private i cal 
credit of individuals, as far as his impotent rage, of M © 
* declining abilities for flander. would permit him. be 

* The author of the Free Elefor, will be candid e- " We 
© nough, to permit others to form $UGGESTIONS as fra 


* well as bimſelf, —and indeed it would not argue for 
| * great V 
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great diſcernment in me to aſſure him, that in my 
opinion, the crutch is very viſible through the whole 
« progreſs of theſe /imping productions. Infirmities, 
+ perhaps, ſhould never be ſported with; but it is a 
* -melancholy reflection to fee the early defender of li- 
© berty, one who gave the prime and vigour of his 
youre to the ſervice of the city, dedicating the fee- 
bie remains of being, the dregs of life, to the purpoſes 
* of diſcord; and all for what? for the pitiful ambi- 
tion of endeavouring to obtrude upon this city, a 
« bungling« y, without parts, and without pro- 
« peity,” to repreſent her in parliament. It is tru- 
ly lamentable, indeed, to perceive the reverend ſena - 
tor of C green, ſtruggling for his country, a- 
* gainſt power and corruption, metamorphoſed into 
the hoary miniſter of ſedition in G hall. Per- 
* haps I am miſtaken (and I would to God, for the 
« ſake of injured liberty, that I was) when I ſuppoſe 
« that this gentleman conjured up the ſtalking horſe 
« ExxcTvus, in order to ſhoot at the reputation of his 
friend but as that injured friend can never re- 
* ceive a wound from this blind archer, as the arrows 
Hof falſhood will rebound from the armour even of 
« mercantile honeſty, and ſtrike the breaſt from whence 
* they flew, he receives with a molt frigid tranquility, 
* all that the whole Committee can ſay, (with the dic- 
* tator at their head, even in their own partial Jour- 
nal, under the feigned names of Free-Electors, &c. 
or otherwiſe) touching his Honey, truth, or integrity 
* —He would, however, give it as, a piece of advice 
to the monarch of the pieſs, not to enter too far in- 
to diſquiſitions upon paper credit; as in the firſt place 
he ſeems totally ignorant of its nature, not very 
much acquainted with its utility: of its nature be 
never can, but from his own mouldering tomes of lo- 
cal ſcandal, perſonal flander, and temporary abuſe 

hat credit theſe may have with himſelf, he is 
* beſt judge; with his banker in W ſtreet they 


« 


would ſcarcely bring as much money as would de- 
' fray the expence af entertaining the Committee even 
for a ſingle day, when the monarch is di ſpoſed to fill 

15 L their 


Var. 
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their bellies with mutton, their heads with porter, 
and their hearts with /edition : of its utility he may, 
by an extraordinary exertion of his rare talents, form 
ſome adequate opinion, particularly in contemplat- 
ing upon a late woyage 10 Che, er, or a late deciſion of 
a few paultry merchants, who by their determination 
quickened the circulation of ſome flagrazed paper, 
which bore the image of the dictator, and by that 
tranſmutary power which he aſcribes to traders in 
grows”, converted the tardy-paid ſomething more than 

ill of exchange or note, into ready money, How far 
bankers may be qualified, as well as phy/icians, to 
ſerve in parliament, and how far the pteſent candi- 
date Pa is poſſeſſed of theſe qualifications, and 
the dictator s minion deſtitute of them, ſhall be here- 
after ſet forth, as well as ſome ſtrictures upon the 
conduct of thoſe bankers, who were ſacrifices to their 
own imprudence, in lending out public money on 
private mortgages ; not to the vice-19y's tyranny : 
and a flight hiſtory of the tranſactions in W 
ſtreet, during - the eſtabliſhment of the Jbore-lived 
bank which was inſtituted there, upon the true prin- 
ciples of liberty; and how, tho' unconnefed with 


government or viceroy, it was totally overturned by 


a grand aſſertor of freedom. In the mean time, per- 
mit me to give a brief narrative of the proceedings 
of the guild of merchants upon their fa quarter 
day ; — proceedings, which have been made the cauſe 
of thoſe unkind, thoſe ungratefu! animadverſions, 
which have appeared in the Freeman's Journal; per- 
mit me, I ſay, to ſtate that tranſaRion in its true 
light, to the impartial public, that they may judge 
with how much juſtice, and with what regard to 
honeſty, to ſimple bonefly. and to yet more ſimple truth, 
that affair has been already repreſented to the junior 
corporations, in ſeditious harangues, at their halls, 
and to the citizens at large, by falſe, ſcurrilous para- 
graphs, denominated the productions of free-elec- 

tors. 
After the buſineſs of the hall was finiſhed, a gen- 
tleman in a very ſenſible manner introduced the fol- 
| * lowing 
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« lowing motion, viz. © Reſolved, that it is the opini- 
« on of THIS guild, that Joun LaTovcue, Eſq; is a 
„ proper perſon to repreſent this TRADING City in 


219 


« parliament.” He obſerved, that in the Britiſh 
© houſe of commons, the repreſentatives for the city of 
London had ever preſerved a due weight and in- 
« fluence in the deliberations of that auguſt aſſembly; 
« that this was, in a great meaſure, owing to the pru- 
dent choice of the electors; as they generally ſelec- 
ted ſuch perſons as poſſeſſed independency of fortune 
and of ſpirit ; perſons, whoſe connections and per- 
« ſonal characters, neceſſarily challenged regard and 
* eſteem ; whoſe underſtandings and knowledge ren- 
« dered them competent judges of the conſtitutional 
and commercial intereſts of their country; whoſe ac- 
tions were influenced by nothing but their duty, and 
© ſupported by an unblemiſhed integrity.— The hall 
contained at the time when this propoſition was of- 
« fered to their conſideration, near two hundred free- 
men, andreceived the general ſanction of every voice, 
for it was agreed-to UNANIMOUSLY. — 
« ately after this UNaN1Movs determination, a gen- 


tleman propoſed the fame queſtion, only with this 
immaterial difference, that he ſubſtituted the name 
+: G » Efq; in place of Joux La- 
Toucue. It ſtruck many freemen then preſent 
with amazement, that the friends of Mr. G 
ſhould attempt to impoſe ſo far upon the aſſembly, 
as to endeavour to procure a ſecond reſolution in his 
favour, conſiſting of the very individual terms in 
which the firſt was conceived, fave the change of 
the names. Some of the members endeavoured to 
perſuade the gentleman, that it would argue great 
levity in the corporation, if not abſurdity, to agree 
with his motion, therefore intreated him to withdraw 
it :—he perſiſted, however, with a Spartan firmneſs, 
in urging the queſtion. A previous queſtion was 
propofed, as the gentleſt and moſt decent method of 
extricating the aſſembly from that dilemma, which 
* the zeal and precipitancy of Mr. G 's friends 


* had thrown them into; nay, the propounder was 
L 2 expo 
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expoſtulated with in the moſt friendly manner, 
and conjured, for the ſake of order and harmony, not 
to proceed ; he was deſited to conſult Mr, G 
and his politi al guide, who were in the next room; 
which he agreed to : but he returned rather with 
augmented inflexibility, and even with Lucaſian zeal 
pteſſed the queſtion ; it was at length put and deter- 
mined as follows : 
* Againſt Mr, Go = - = 110 
l For Mr. 863. ͤ— * — — 
In this latter numbei were included aldermen, and 
all thoſe whom the free elector ſtiles the commiſeta- 
's diſcomhi.ure. 
ſuſt as the queſtion was determined, a member 
that is an honorary freeman of the corporation, came 
into the hall: this gentleman, who is well known 
Jince the publication of the ever memorable /etter of 
the 6th of October laſt, to be the ſupporter, direcłor, 
and Conress0R of Mr. , enquired of ſome 
about him, what had been done? — though at the 
door, he had received full intelligence from thoſe 
whoſe credibility was never very ſceptically examin- 
ed, and whoſe authority was next to infallible ;— 
having however 283 a ſlight hint, which, to a 
creative genius, ſuch as his, is fully ſufficient : — he 
immediately pronounced the proceedings—the dia- 
ten pronounced the proceedings of the guild of mer- 
chants unjuſt, illegal, unconflitutional ; and ſaid with 
a face, which the perſon mp on that day to 
have ſkutked behind this tremendous tribune, that mo- 
ment Lookep full at, with AMAZEMENT indeed, 
not terror, becauſe it was filled with the patriotic 
fwrer, and hecauſe it was raifed without blufbing, in 
an aſſembly of freemen, to pronounce that TwEY 
had xor a right to declare whom Tn thought 
was PROPER to repreſent them, and whom. hey 
thought iu RO ER to repreſent them in parliament. 
his, then, is the proceeding of that day, which 
gave Tiſe to all that abuſe which has been ſo liberal- 
ſy thrown out againſt the merchants and traders of 
this city ; which has been made ſuch a or of, to 
FOUND Bas 2 * foment 


n zeal 
leter- 


10 
57 
and 
iſera- 


mber 
came 
nown 
ter of 
rector, 
ſome 
t the 
thoſe 
min- 
e — 
to a 
— he 
dicha- 
mer- 
with 
ay to 
t mo- 
deed, 
riotic 
g, in 
"HEY 


zught 
S 
ment. 
v hich 
zeral- 
rs of 
of, to 
ment 


No. 5. The BATCHELOR. 221 


* foment diviſions and animoſiiies between the citizens 
* at large, and to diſunite one corporation from the 
* reſt, merely for ſaying, that in EIN opinion one 
man appeared to 1 HEM more eligible than another; 
for having only exerciſed their right of private judg- 
* ment, a right which every individual. (if we can be- 
* lieve the dictator in the days of his humility) has an 
* undoubted power to exerciſe: for this are they ſaid, 
by the diQator and his echo, to prejudge, to dictate, 
* to command, Indeed, I muſt juſt obſerve, we were 


informed upon that day, in the hall, by the didator, 


that our proceedings would be productive of diſcord ;- 
that it would ſet the minds of the junior corporati- 
ons on fire, and that {edition would break out into a 
* flame, that might in the end conflagarate the whole 
* City :—and never were predictions more induſtriouſly 
attempted to be verified; for the PRoeneT burſting 
* from the aſſembly, with a lighted torch in his hand, 
became the agent for fulfilling his own prognofticati- 
* ons. Now if it is the buſineſs of a good citizen to 
endeavour, by every art, to diſunite the freemen of 
* this city, and to villify, and callumniate the charac- 
* ters of all who ſhall take the liberty of thinking for 
* themſelves, ſurely the writer of the Fats ELEc- 
* TORS is a moſt excellent citizen, and the eulogiſt of 
21 D n no abject flatterer. Tam, Sir, 
Vour very humble ſervant, 


A MERCHANT. 


c 
4 
* 
4 


Cogemus in hanc concedere turlam. Hon 
We will compel ye to come into this croud. 


| T is my cuſtom every night before I go to ſleep, to 
take up ſome I book to compoſe my ſpi- 
3 11's 
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rits after the hurry and fatigue of the day. This I 
find to be as refreſhing to my mind, as reſt is to my 
body. For this purpoſe, I often uſe. the lucubrations 
of my couſin Bicker ſtaffe, or the delightful ſpeculations 
of my ſhort-faced friend, the SxxcraToR. I hap- 
pened the other night to dip into the latter, where he 
has got poſſeſſion of Trophonius's Cave, which had 
that wonderful.quality of making thoſe who entered 
it extremely grave, and at the ſame time makes the 
reader laugh very heartily. 

I cloſed the book and fell aſleep, with my thoughts 
full of this Cave, when methought I had a Cave en- 
truſted to my care, but of a quire different nature from 
that of Trophonius, and had entirely other qualities. 
I fancied this of mine had the peculiar property of 
rendering all thoſe who entered it good-natured, and 
that it was called the Cave of HumanirTy. I thought 
there was a vaſt concourſe of people of all ranks aſ- 
ſembled at the mouth of it, in order to gain admittance 
from me, as I imagined. As the entrance was nar- 
row, conſequently but few could enter at once; I look 
around for the objects who ſtood moſt in need of it. 
I heard a very clamorous iet of people at a diſtance, 
and ſa them coming np to me. I enquired who 
theſe were, and was told they were married people 
who lived on very bad terms together. Theclamour 
found was occaſioned by theſe couples dragging each 
other to the Cave. In one place you ſaw a huſband 
beating his wife before him ; in another, the meek 
wife buffeting ber poor henpeck, and dragging him a- 
long : theſe were the firſt, therefore, whom I admit- 
ted, and thruſt them all in as faſt as I could, in order 
to get rid of their noiſe. They were not in the Cave 
many minutes, when all this hurricane was huſhed, 
and a dead calm enfued ; when I found this, I let them 
out; and behold, they who went in fighting and 
ſcratching, came out embracing as fond as turtles. 

then tried another expedient: I thruſt a number 
of wives (who lived on very bad terms with their huf- 
bands, and had often complained they were ill uſed by 
them) by themſelves, and found on their coming Fo 
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they no more complained of ill uſage;. and afterwards 
lived very happily in the married ſtate, This made 
me conclude, that in matrimonial diſputes, the fault is 
often on the female fide. obſerved ſeveral old maid- 
ens amongſt the croud, who came either out of curio- 
ſity to make their remarks, or. to pick up news, as they 
do at the Exhibition I wanted to lay hold on ſome 
of them, to try if the Cave could have any effect on 
them. but they were aware. of my deſign and kept 
aluot, 

] perſuaded a few men of rank and condition to go 
in, and on their coming out laid aſide that ſupercilious 
air and haughtineſs which they had before, and now 
conſidered their inferiors as fellow- creatures. Amongſt 
them, three or four right reverend prelates, whom the 
Cave had ſuch an effect on, that they declared they 
would for the future look out for indigent merit, and 
not heap all' their preferments on their ſons, nephews, 
and ſycophants. Pow of the rich beneficed doctors 
would come within reach of the Cave, but ſuch as en- 
tered; immediately raiſed the ſalaries of their poor cu- 
rates, without compulſion. As for the curates them- 
ſelves, I thought it needleſs to put them in, becauſe 
in the general, they have little occaſion for this re- 
medy. 

The next group I obſerved was a number of wri- 
ters. I laid violent hands on ſuch of them as I could 
get within my gripe ; theſe I thruſt in; and oh, won- 
derful, thoſe whom neither the dread of Newgate, 
fines or the pillory, could deter from railing, now 
breathed nothing but Philanthropy and good nature. 
I wanted to apprehend, if poſſible, my Fiends of the 
Free-Preſs, whom I eſpied at a conſiderable diſtance, a- 
mong the croud ; but neither threats nor perſuaſion 
could induce them to come near me. They told me 
that if they went into the Cave, their paper would be 
ſpoiled, and that none of their cuſtomers would value 
it, and therefore abſolutely refuſed to enter, as their 
high title of, Committee of the Free-Preſs, and Free- 
man's Journal, muſt drop, if they even approached the 


Cave. 
L 4 | It 


* 


* 
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It would be tedious to recount the numbers I ad- 
mitted and forced in, who, from ill-natured, became 
humane ; from being the wretched tools of corroding 
paſſions, were now the happieſt beings ; and from wick- 
ed ſatyriſts, came out panegyriſts. L was wiſhing moſt 
ſincerely that I could have gotten the king and ſenate 
of Poland into my Cave, to try, if poſſible, it could by 
any means cure them of that infernal ſpirit of perſecu- 
tion with which they at preſent tormenttheir unhappy 
fellow chriſtians, and that for no other reaſon but their 
endeavouring to ſerve their God in a way they think 
moſt acceptable to him. 

Whilſt I was in ſearch for theſe deluded perſecutors, 
I was awaked by the ill-timed courtſhip of two noiſy 
cats at iny chamber door, who prevented my finding 
out the king and ſenate of Poland. W 


From the MERCURY in Parliament ireet. 


Mr. Mzxcvuxy, 


F H E following is à copy of a letter which I ſent 
to the Committee of the Free-Preſs on Thurſ- 
day laſt. The courteous anſwer which received to 
it laſt Saturday was, that it is exceptionable, d4efict- 
ent in wir, and in principle.” My intention was to 
make known to my friends, what ſecret objections 
were made againſt their writings, and the candidate 
whoſe intered/ they have eſpouſed; and ſurely this 
was the duty of a friend. I did not fay, that any part 
of them was true, I only wanted a refutation of them; 
and you ſee how they have treated me !! What ſort of 
men muft they be, who refufe to confirm the waver- 
ing, and inſtruQ the ignorant? Do you and the public 
judge between them and me. Vit I don't pretend to, 
but they of all men might let that paſs ; and as for ho- 
neſty, not to make a ſputter about nothing; when 1 
die of a ſurfeit of it, you may prepare their Elegy. 
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I ad- Many a jobb have I done for them, and well am I re- 
came warded ! But I ſubmit it all to you, and am, Sir, 
oding &c. 
wick-  STawprasT Dicx. 
moſt 
enate STaxpFasT Dicx muſt excuſe our omitting the let- 
d by ter that followed the above ; wwe hade not room for it. 
ſecu- However, wwe cannot forbear declaring, that Meſſ. Drab, 
appy Lank, and Cant, have in our opinion, acted under pre- 
tneir judice in refefling ruis CORRESPONDENT, for they 
hink rarely have x BeTTER. If Mr. Standfaſt wwill try his 

hand at verſe, he may, perhaps, be appointed poet in or- 
tors, dinary to the Freeman's Journal: he will certainly car- 
noiſy ry it bellow againſt Mr. Churchman. 
ding 
W VT + A Sa: $1254 

Mr. Hut v, 


Am a man who ſeldom commit my thoughts to 
print, but the remarkable occurences of the times 
induce me to offer my ſentiments, which if you think 


worth inſertion, you may publiſh at diſcretion. 
* * ® * * * * ® * * * 


ſent 
dey 0.6/1: W UN NW w 9 
d to * „Our correſpondent having ſubmit- 
che ted his epiſtle to our diſcretion, we hope be will not take 
5 to it amiſs, that wwe ſuppreſs all that part of it vub ch pre- 
jon cedes the following paragraph, as too perſonal, and ſavour- 
date ing more of the 1cold than the reaſone n. 
this e & 0-8: , . le 
. WM $34 5450: Opt yrs Moe ES 
re , E „% Dine WE R U BY RE 
1 You are told fiom the declining Freeman, much of 
ver- paper credit: Indeed the author ſeems to be little ac- 
blic uainted with credit of any ſort, or even the trade of 
to, this country, for ſute if he did, he would look upon eve- 
ho- ry perſon who promoted credit as an enlarger of trade, 
n 1 Ls and 
— ® The letter begias thus, ——* My dear gentlemen, I am a- 
* % honeſt a free - citizen, as ever trod in broken leather. 1 


« caught the ſpirit of liberty in the year 1749, Kc. 
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and conſequently a friend to that, and the manufac- 
tures. It is well known, were every perſon confined 
to the current caſh of the nation, that one tenth part of 
the buſineſs could not be done ; conſequently every 
banker, or other perſon, who diſcounts for legal in- 
tereſt, not only ſerves himſelf, but the publick, by 
circulating that caſh which otherwiſe might lie ſtag- 
nated. 

I myſelf have often paid diſcount, and be aſſured 1 
never did but when I ſaw my own intereſt thereby; 
and let me obſerve, that the good bills, and notes, 
which go through my hands, finding a currency at the 
banks, 4 5 been a means of enereaſing the ſmall for- 
tune with which I began trade, to a handſome compe- 
tency, inſomuch, that I now am enabled to let many 
of them bills and notes lie by in my drawer till they 
tall due; for which comfortable fituation I am entire- 
ly indebted to paper credit, for were it not for that aſ- 
ſiſtance, I could not have done one fourth part of that 
bi ſineſs which has been the means of making my little 
fortune. | 

It has been obſerved, that diſcounting has been the 
means of encouraging young merchants into trade, 
caufing them to write for goods on the preſumption of 
turning paper into caſh, and conſequently theſe young 


merchants ſometimes ſelling cheaper than they buy, 


to anſwer credits, have occaſioned failures ; but how 
is the banker blameable ? this I'm certain of, from my 
own experience, that a well regulated bank, has, and 
ever muſt be, ſesviceable to the fair trader, and conſe- 
quently ſupport and enlarge our trade. 

Tis faid every banker muſt he ſubje to be cruſh- 
ed by g t, in caſe they ſhould diſoblige; which 


I entirely deny. Indeed, one worthy banker did feel 

the effects of following the dictates of his own honeſt 

heart; but let it be remembered, that that gentleman's 

trade was purchaſing, and taking mortgages, not diſ- 
counting and ſupporting the trade of the city, as in the 

preſent caſe, 


I am your humble ſervant, 
An ExTEensive TRAD ER. 
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No. 56. Saturday, February 14. 


— — 


Jam te premet nox, fabulægue manes 
Et domus exilis Plutonia. Hor. 


They're ſunk to Pluto's ſhadowy coaſts, | 
Oppreſs'd with darkneſs, and the fabled ghoſts, 


HERE has been, no doubt, a great mortality. 

this ſeaſon amongſt authors of every rank: not 
to mention Tragic and Comic poets, noveliſts, farce : 
writers, but even of news-papers. Falſtaffe (who in 
Harry the fourth: only lay down in the field of battle 
as a counterfeit dead man,) is really embowelled at his - 
Wedding*” He is no longer the living ] :ck Falſtaffe 
of Shakeſpeare, but a caput m:rtuum of blaſphemy aud 
obſcenity: 

I could mention numbeileſs others who have viſited ' 
Pluto's gloomy regions; ſome, however, have eſcaped 
this general rot, and are likely to enjoy vigour and 
health, even to extreme old age: ſuch as the Earl of © 
Warwick, Love in a Village, the Maid of the Mill, and 
a few more in the dramatic way. The Vicar of Wake- 


feld will enjoy! the bloom of youth, whilſt our lan- 


guage lives. But the liſt of deaths of other perfor- 
mances, would ſwell a volume; ard fo dreadful and 
contagious has this peſtilence been, thai tas deſcend- 
ed to the very printers and publiſhers of Journals. 1 
proteſt, J could ſcarce believe, that poor Joun CA r 
was departed, and.I imagined that the elegy and epi- 


taph on him, which 1 ſaw in the Mercury, were a: 


contrivance of that rogue Hoey, to affright the poor - 
fellow out of his wits, until I was confirmed in the 


certainty of it, by the following letter, which I receiv- 


ed: 


A new Comedy, called, Falſtaffe's Wedding. 
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ed from himſelf, and which now puts the reality of 
his death beyond all manner of dqubt. 


* To the JeorrRy WaGSTAFFE, Eſq, at the Mercury 
| in Parliament-ſtreet. 


* From the Terry-boat- ſlip of the Styx, Feb. 5, 1767. 


81 , 


* 'This is to let you know, I arrived here ſafe yeſter- 
day morning, after a life ſpent in want, wretchedneſs 
and miſery. Ah, ſir, #1 had minded my ſhop, 
and never liſtened to the wicked deluſions of Drab 
and Lank, to embark in that wicked Journal, | might 
now be alive, and as well as my neighbours They 
were the people who led me in to print their facti- 
ous nonſenſe, for which all the reward 1 got, was 
hungry guts and empty purſe. Here am I, poor 
Pillgarlick, without a haltpenny to pay Charon his 
fare; for, believe me, fir, I expired through want. 
All my comfort is, that I fee many writers here as 
poor and as wretched as myſelf, and the whole banks 
* of Styx are more crouded with them, than ever you 
* ſaw the Quays in Dublin with beggars, for Charon 
vill not ferry one of us gratis. 
* Mercury too, is very much my enemy; on ac- 
* count of my printing that fooliſh poem where his 
* name was hauled into ſuch vile fluß which greatly 


4 
6 
« 
s 
4 
« 
4 
« 
« 


affronted him; ſo that I have no friend here that can 


ſerve me. For goodneſs ſake, dear fir, ſend thoſe 
three follows, GI E, DAB, and Lanx after me; 
as ſoon as you can, and that will be ſome comfort to 
me: for I may now ſay, © had I ſerved my ſhop 
with half the zeal I ſerved their wicked printing 
«+ preſs, at St. Audeon's Arch, it had not now left me 


naked on the banks of Styx.” It would amaze you 


© to ſee the numbers of books, pamphlets, ſheets, half 
© ſheets and journals, which arrive here, and are thrown 
into Lethe as faſt as they come l aſſure you the 


* river is almoſt full of them, and I can plainly dit- 
* Cover 
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cover ſome of my own handy-work among them, by 
* the lady with the Rod and Wreath, 

I cannot find any of the poppy tea here, or the 
« warm liquors made of the waters of Lethe, mention- 
* ed by your couſin Bickerſtaffe ; or if J could, have 
1 money to buy them. I beg, therefore, you will, 
« for charity, remit me a little caſh by the firſt ſafe 
* hand bound for this place, but do not ſend it by 
« Gripe, (who I hear died yeſterday) and you will 
« oreatly comfort the afflicted ghoſt of 

| J. CANT? 

I ſhall conclude this day's Batchelor with the follow - 
ing lines (which my printer lately received) on the 
Ceath of Mr. Geiye the attorney, one of the 
ſcriblers for the Freeman's Journal, who, on Wed- 
neſday the 4th of this inſt. February, expired ſudden- 
ly at his houſe in ® *® ® *-ſtreet, while he fat at ſup- 
per with ſome of his friends. | 17 


Cum ſemel occideris, & de te ſplendida Minos 


Fecerit arbitria Hon. 


Soon ſhall ſtern Minos, thron'd in awful ſtate, 
O'er thee pronounce the ſolemn words of fate. 


E RE under arreſt lies a limb of the lanw, 
On whom the grand catch-pole hath faſten'd his 


paw, 
And burry'd him hence, to account for his tricks, 
Before my lord M1xos, chief juſtice of Styx; 
Where neither demurrers, delays nor evaſions, 
(Tho' found ſo ſucceſsful on former occaſions.) 
The bribing of votes and the packing of juries, 
Shall fawve his long back from the laſh of the Furies. 
Not all his invention, ſo a, and clever, 
Shall keep the black vulture from gnawing his liver; 
Nor ſhall the deceits, which he us'd to rely on, 
Suſpend his career on the wheel of Ix10N. 
Tle quirks, which he here often praftis'd to bite us, 
T bere nought will avail for repaſſing Cocyrus ; 
Nor muſt he ſuppoſe, that the-fame f his Journal 
Will yield him relief in thoſe reg'ons nocturnal; 


Or 
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Or arcam that his friends of the faious committee, 
Can qwheedl: old PLUTO to treat him with pity ; 
For, eb, the attempt were the grofſeft of errors, 
To move, or to ſoften that monarch of terrors “ 
Then think of theſe horrors, O think in due ſeaſon, 
Je traders in ſcandal, fraud, faction and treaſon, 
O think and repent, Ger you take à long journey, 
And ſhun the ſad fate of poor Gx IPE the attorney, X 


Dublin, Feb. 13. We hear, that Meſſrs. Dx as, and 
Lank have taken the death of poor CanT ſo much 
to heart, that they have kept their beds ever fince 
his departure. And it is imagined the ſudden death 
of Mr. Grieg will precipitate their own. If this 
melancholy event ſhould happen before Tueſday next 
(and it is rumoured they cannot ſurvive this night) 
the public may be aſſured of having [proper intelli- 
gence thereof in the Mercury of that day. 


No. 57. Tueſday, February 17. 


— 


Syllegiſmus eſt oratio in gud quibus dam poſutis, 
Diver ſum quid oppoſitis, propter eaque ofpefita 
Sunt, neceſſario ſeguitur. BuRGEsSDs: 


HERE are numberleſs authorities to prove, 


that there is no art or ſcience of equal anti- 


quity to, or that has been ſo univerſally uſed, among 


the human ſpecies, as that of ScoLpinG.. We find 
in Milton, that no ſooner had our firſt parents fallen 


from the ſtate of innocence, than they ditectly fell 


into conjugal diſputes, and ſcolded juſt as our 
modern couples do, Their whole quarrel is finely 
painted in the Spectator. 

The next authority I ſhall bring to ſupport my 
argument, is Horace, who ſays, , 


Cum - 
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Cum prorepſerunt primis animalia terris. 

Mutum et turpe pecus, glandem atque cubilia protter, 
Unguitus et pugnis, dein fuſlibus, atque ita porro 
Pugnabant armis, que pol fabriraverat u/us ; 
Donec verba, quibus woces ſenſuſque notarent, 
Nominaque invenere. 


When the firſt mortals crawling roſe to birth, 

++ Speechleſls and wretched, from their mother 
earth, 

For caves and acorns, then the food of life, 

With nails and fiſts they held a bloodleſs ſtriſe, 

But ſoon improv'd, with clubs they bolder fought, 

And various arms, which ſad experience wrought, 

Till words, to ſcold with, happily were found, 

And names impreſs'd a meaning upon ſound.” 


Thus we ſee, that this noble {c'ence has had its 
date almoſt as early as the beginning of the world ; 
but in its in'ant ſtate muſt have fallen infinitely ſhort 
of that perſeclion to which it has ſince been carried. 
The world has been vaſtly indebted to the logicians 
in particular, who have improved it prodigiouſly, 
by reducing it to mode and figure, and taught men 
to ſcold ſecundum artem. Whoever will be at the 
pains of conſtruing my motto, will find that my 
friend Burgeſdicius was no ſmall aſſiſtant : for what 
are all the ſyllogiſtical cavils and diſputations in the 
ſchools, but logical ſcolding matches? and yet, 
whoever will be curious enough to go into the hſh- 
market at Ormond- quay, will find ſtronger ſy llogiſms 
formed, and better concluſions drawn Pom the pre- 
miſes, than in Burgeſdicius or the art of thinking. 
They ſometimes, it is true, tranſgreſs a little the 
rules of logic, by drawing univerſal concluſions 
from particular premiſes ; ſuch for inſtance, as that 
becauſe one of a family was hanged, all the reſt 
mult, of courſe, follow him. | . 

But. to leave this lower claſs of logicians; the 
great Mr. Locke, in his chapter on the abuſe of 

words 
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words, (by which, no doubt, he means ſcolding) 
gives rules for ladies and people of faſhion to ſcanda- 
lize, abuſe, ſcold and defame one another. I ſhall 
give his rules in his own words, and explain them 
as well as ] can, for the benefit of my female rea- 
ders: and firſt, he ſays, By ing words without clear 
and diſtin ideas. By this, I ſuppoſe he means the 
abuſing one another in polite, hard words, which 
neither party underſtand the real meaning of, but 
icked up from others; ſuch as words derived from 
Lade or Greek. Animal is a name of great reproach 
with the fair ſex ; Penuricus with them ſignifies nice, 
or conceited, and many others. This may be called 
hypothetical ſcolding upon truſt, as they abuſe 
by ſuppoſition in words which they intend for. 
abuſive. | 
Secondly, by inconflancy in the uſe of words. Can 
any thing be more natural than this rule? How 
often do we find the word creature, for example, 
made uſe of as an expreſſion of the greateſt enco- 
mium; as, the dear creature; the ſweet creature, or, 
on the contrary, as a term of the higheſt contempt, 
as, the creature, 


Thirdly, by an affected obſcurity. By this, no 


doubt, he means inuendoes ; that ſhe could ſay a 


great deal more if ſhe pleaſed, or thought her worth, 


her while: or elſe, ſhe may hint at ſome flip which 
the other has made, and gives her broad hints of it: 
Swift had this in view when he ſays, - 


Can read a nod, a forug, a look, 
Far better than. a printed bool: 
Convey a libel in à frown, 
And wink a reputation down ; . . 
Or, by the .toffing of a fan, 
| Deſcribe the lady and the man. 


Fourthly, ty taking words for things, The mean- 
ing of this is obvious, and points out thoſe tattling 
females, who gad about to pick up ſcandal; ond 

take 


No. 
take 
ſays 


jean 


ling 
and 
take 
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take every thing they hear for fact: and Swift again 
ſays, 
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And, madam, if it be a lie, 

You have the tale as cheap as Tr © 

1 muſt conceal my author's name, 
But now lis known to common fame. 


Fifthly, the ſetting them in the place of things which 
they can by no means fignify, This relates to thoſe 
who may, perhaps, make ſome finall miſtake with 
regard to the perſon defamed ; as ſuppole one ſhould 
ſay, Lady Tneer lov'd gallantry, when ſhe ſhould 
have ſaid Lady Sackbut ; or that Billy Fribble lov'd 
— when ſhe ought to have ſpoke of Bob Red 

oſe, 

Sixthly, he ſays, the more general and leſs obſerved 
rule is, tory are apt to imagine ſo near and neceſſary a 
connection between the names, and the fignifications they 
uſe them in, that they forwardly ſuppoſe one cannot but 
underfland what their meaning is. This is, no doubt, 
very provoking, as if people were obliged to know 
her meaning by her mumping. You'll often hear 
old ladies tranſgreſs in this particular; as the one 1 
mean, you know who; or, the tall, black gentleman, 
the old fat laay, and ſoforth. They uſe this rule to 
be thought of ſame importance, or elſe when they 
are afraid to ſpeak out. 

Seventhly, figurative ſpeech, This laſt precept is 
not ſo much intended for the uſe of the fair ſex, as 
for indigent ſcciblers. It points out the method to 
them of raiſing the wind, when they are ſtarving. 
For example, any of them whom the little Committee 
of the Free Preta cannot maintain, have nothing to 
do but write an impudent letter in figurative ſpeech, 


to any perſon, that they will libel him if, he does not 
give them a ſum of money. 


P. 8. Me. Dnan and Lax departed this life 
about 10 o'clock laſt night, in a mutual embrace. 
heard of their death too late to enlarge on it 0 

ay, 


ä 
32322 — ———— 
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day, but ſhall devote my next ſpeculation to that 
doleful ſubjea, W 


— — 


From the Mercury in Parliament-ſtreet, 


[The following came to hand before the death of 
Mr. Gripe happened, but was miſlaid.] 


The HUMBLE PETITION of Meſſ. Da AR, Larx,. 
and Gali, the remaining Members of the Com- 


mittee of the Free Preſs ; to his ytGnNEss, MER- 
CURY. EE 


OOD Mercury, we ſend you greeting, 
DraB, LaNnk, and Grip, at preſent meeting; 
Poor CANT is gene ! our good director, 
Alas ! alas! he's now a ſpedtre : 
But wwe have ſliil a mind to live, 
And fear the deadly blows you give. 
Ola CHhARON is a ſurly fellow, 
Or Car would ſure have made him mellow ; ; 
He drinks no porter,“ but abe love it, 
Nor punch nor cyder are above it;) 
Len let the two now ſadge together, 
Cant after all was but a feather. 
So, apprehending difſelution, 
We, Pillars of the conſtitution; . 
Send theſe our letters of ſubmiſſiin, 
Nor dare to make the leaſt condition. 
Our folly was Vattack your printer, 
As Papiſi, Churchman, or Difſenter -- 
Twas mere than folly, we were mad, 
Who no religion eder had. 
Forgive ut, fir, and by your leave, 
Sweet MeERCURy. we only crave 
To deal, as uſual, in ſedition, 
Scandal and lies our amnunition :- 


To 


Cant dealt in London Perter, of the beſt quality and flavour 
and warranted RRZE from adulteration, Vide, Freemn's 
Journal, 


RS RI MCL Mea 
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To laſh at wiceroys and their minions, 
Unleſs they jump in our opinions; 
T'abuſe the members of the ſenate, 
Whe differ in a ſingle tenet 

From our deſigning factious party, 
Who ta in flame are ever hearty : 


Nor can we leave the alder men N 


Without a ſccurging from our pen; 

The chief magiſtrate of the city, 

In vain, from us, ſhall hope for ity : 

Whether theſe men be good or had, 

Unleſs they pleaſe us, they are ſad ; 

For if they have one private vice, 

The world ſhall know it in a thrice ; 

So let them help us by the bye 

To put the Green“ gooſe in the ye, 

Or elſe but ſoft, we and your pardon, 

Good Mercury, for ſure iii hard on 

Men like us, who live by faction, 

To write ſo much without detraction, 

Scandal or calumny, our food, 

By auhich wwe live, aue breathe, ve brood. 
Be it pour to guard fair wirtue's cauſe, 

To growing merit give applauſe : 

Wit, with good-nature, ever blend, : 


Of innocence the guardian friend, 
Ard human failings kindly mend. 
Be this thy glory ; ours the ſhame 
To laſh, to [celd, to ſcourge and blame, 
And hate mankind : is our delight 
With miſchief faceet to glut our ſpight, 
But Io! the gheft of CaxT appears ! 
He bectons to us! how he flares ! 
Ob, Mercury ſave us! bt ns ſlay, 
And your petitioners Sali pray, Ec. Ce. Sc. 
F Signed, Dras, Laxx, Gate; 
the whole Committee. 
No. 


Mr. Gr—n, was, at this titre, a candidate for the ſeat in 
Parli2m.ent, vacant by the death of James GRATTAN, Eſg. 
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WAL ANPATYS I »  pIIT2 
SASSY ENG 


No. 58. Saturday, February 21. 


Pallida mors &quo pulſat pede pauperum tabernas 
Regumgue turvres. Hon. 


All human things are ſubject to decay, 
And when fate ſummons, monarchs muſt obey. 
Mac Fugcxxo. 


T has often happened that before misfortunes. 

either to themſelves or others, men have had cer- 
tain preſages, omens and forebodings-of them, either 
by dreams, or by various other ways: We find Julius 
Cæſar had many warnings of his — fate. 
We read in hiſtory of numerous inſtances of prog- 
noſtics of the ſame kind: Providence, no doubt, has 
had very wiſe and juſt reaſons for thus giving ſome 
men, as it were, a fore- knowledge of what is to hap- 
pen, in order to prepare their minds for ſome great 
event, or for other cauſes which are above our com- 
prehenſions to pry into. 

I ſhall now: acquatmt my readers with ill omens 
which have within this week happened to me, and 
tho' I am not apt to be ſuperſtitious, or to credit 
things of this ſort, yet they were ſo ſtrong, that I 
thought ſome accident muſt happen either to myſelf 
or others. In ſhort, they were as follow: - My cook 
took, by miſtake, for waſte paper, two.of my ſpecu- 
lations to finge fowl ; yeſterday morning I broke the 
utenſil under my bed; but the worſt of all is, oh 
fatal dream, I thought laſt night that the Wreath in 
Hibernia's hand was turned into Roſemary, and her 
Snakes into three Lamper Eels. Vawaked'in great hor- 
ror, and as ſoon as it was day I got up. EF immedi 
ately conjectured that ſome ill had befallen to my 
friends of the Free-Preſs, and therefore diſpatched 
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my ſervant to enquire how they were: he ſoon re- 
turned with the melancholy news that poor Meſſ. 
Drab and Lank had departed this life at ten o'clock 
laſt night. 1 own I was the leſs ſhocked at this in- 
telligence, on account of the preſages mentioned. I 
inſtantly dreſſed and went out, in order to find out 
the particulars, and cauſe of their ſudden departure. 
J was informed that they took the Death of their 


faithful Cant, and truſty Gripe, ſo much to heart, 


that they never held up their heads ſince, nor were 
obſerved ſo much as to ſmile. I hear, that as they were 
partners in their lives, in their deaths they will not 
be divided, but are to be buried in one grave in the 
Cabbage Garden: there, no doubt, as from the head- 
leſs ſtalks of cabbages, new ſprouts will ſpring from 


them to form freſh Committees. I am told they are 


to be interred in great pomp, and that the corpora- 
tion of printers will attend at the funeral, as that of 
the button-makers-did at that of poor Cant. Hoey 
has borrowed one of his father's great wigs, under 
which he intends to tuck up his hair, to appear the 
more folemn on the occaſion. Four poets and four 
proſe writers, are to bear the pall; no doubt free 
citizens. Innumerable coblers, porters and chair- 
men, will attend their obſequies. Goody Bates, their 
book-keeper, is to attend as chief mourner. | 

As Mr. Cant and Mr. Gripe have had the honour 
of epitaphs, I do not think it fitting that their maſters 
ſhould go without one. As they lie in the fame 
grave, one will ſerve them both, which is killing two 
birds with one ſtone. 

I have always thought the ſtyle of an epitaph 
fhould be as plain and ſimple as poſſible, without any 
affectation of humour or wit. In mine I think I have 
not tranſgreſſed in either; and if my readers approve 
of it, 1 will have it engraved on the tomb-ſtone. 


Interr d beneath this marble ſlab, . 
A clatb. yard deep lies brazen Dx as, 
Abo when alive was wiſe and witty, 
Leader chief of the Committee. 


4 J. Mo 
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By the laſt advices from the infernal regions, we 
hear, that J. Cant has, at laſt, paſſed the river Styx 
in the Brim-ſtone Wherry, Capt. Charon, and arri- 
ved ſafe on the other fide. | 


St. Audoen's Arch, a vaſt quantity of foul paper, 
being their ſtock in trade ; Da of Freeman's 
Journals, foul copies in proſe and verſe, of invectives 
againſt my Lord Mayor and aldermen, and many 
other particulars too tedious to inſert; they would be 
very uſeful for ſnuff ſhops, huckſters cellars, or gen- 
tlemen's neceſſary 1 24g For further particulars, 
enquire of Goody Bates above-mentioned, 1 
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In the ſame grave repoſes La xx, 

Wh:ſe prize grim death has made a Blank ; 
As in their lives they parted net, 

So here together do they rot. 


Their zany CanT, firſt ſnatcht away, No 
Fill'd both their hearts with ſuch diſmay, 13 
'Tis ſaid they died of 2 not pain, | 
Ah ! ** awhen ſhall three ſuch meet again.” 


Their wit, alas, is now laid low : 
By this, kind reader, thou may / know, 
uiddits and quillets cou'd not ſave 
This great committee from the grave 
Porters and chairmen, pray draw near; 
Ye coblers, ſhed a filent tear; 
The freedom of your preſs is fled, 
Since DR AB, Lank, CanT and Gtr are dead, 


* 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


O be fold by Goody Bates, ſole executrix of 
the late Meſſ. Drab and Lank, deceaſed, at 


No. 59. 
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SEA HELD CES 


No. 59. Tueſday, February 24. 


———Cur eget indignus quiſquam ? 
'Te divite 


Hos, 
\Whilſt-you are rich, why do the worthy want? 


As there cannot be a greater bleſſing than a plen- 
A tiful ſhare of the goods of fortune, it we 
make a proper wſe of them; ſo on the contrary, I 
think, there cannot be a greater curſe, if they are 
miſapplied from thoſe Purpoſes for which they were 
committed to us by the Great Giver of all things. 
We ſhould look upon them as talents entruſted to us 
by Providence, for the due management of which we 


are undoubtedly accountable to the Donor. Now, if 
we ſquander theſe in idle pomp and luxury, in ga- 
ming and debauchery, in corrupting the morals of 


.others, as well as our own, in laying ſnares to de- 


fraud the innocent virgin of her virtue ; how vaſtly 
will this ſwell the account againſt us? How much 
better would it have been for us to have been born 
beggars, and lived' a life| of indigence and miſery, 
than to inherit an eſtate in theſe circumſtances ? How 


horrid muſt ſuch wretches appear to him, who is of 


purer eyes than to behold iniquity ? when even to the 
thinking part of mankind, they are the objects of 
contempt and hatred. But what ſhall we fay of that 
man who hoards up 1iches, whilſt indigent merit is 
expiring for want of a ſmall ſhare of that gold, which 
lies uſeleſs in his coffers? His avarice 1s, in ſome 
meaſure, his puniſhment, as he is incapable of feeling 
that exalted joy which ſprings up in a noble and ge- 
nerous mind on the doing a beneficent action. 
Although we have many inſtances of thoſe infa- 
mous fellows I have been ſpeaking of, yet I muſt do 


juſtice 
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Juſtice to this kingdom, by ſaying, that in proportion 
to its wealth, there is not a more charitable country 
in Europe ; and that the city of Dublin, in particu- 
lar, is remarkably humane to the diſtreſſed : witneſs 
the number of hoſpitals and public charities of all 
ſorts ; the concerts, aſſemblies and charitable plays, 
for the relief of widows and orphans, or to prevent 
our miſerable ſellow- creatures from periſhing in a 
loathſome jail. Theſe are acts, which the great 
Source of love and benevolence, ſmiles on with plea- 
ſure ; and ſurely if we had no other motive for it 
than that of pleaſing him, our gratitude ſhould oblige 
us to them, as we receive all things from him. 
There was, not many years ago, a nobleman in 
England, who employed his great intereſt and vaſt 
fortune, in relieving thoſe whom unavoidable misfor- 
tunes had reduced to poverty. Common beggars he 
deteſted, as he looked on thoſe impoſing vagrants to 
be the peſts of ſociety, and unworthy of relief : he 
was as induſtrious to look out for thoſe who could 
not work, and to beg were aſhamed, as another, 


perhaps, would be to find out a fine girl to gratify his. 


vicious appetite : when he found out a perſon worthy 
of it, he was unbounded in his beneficence : he often 
concealed: his quality, and diſguiſed himſelf in vari- 
ous habits, in order to diſcover fit objects for his 
charity, and many received his bounty without know- 
ing the giver. What a glorious foretaſte muſt that 
great man have had, even in this life, of that happi- 
neſs which he now enjoys! 

Of the many diſtreſſed people I ſee advertiſed in 
the publick papers, I do not obſerve a more real ob- 
je& of diſtreſs, than poor Mynit the player. Swift 
ſays, that players are hardly ſavers, and therefore I 


fancy few of them lay up any thing againſt what is 


called, @ rainy day, that is, againſt age and infirmi- 
ties, This poor man, whom I remember to have 
been a decent and uſeful actor, kept the ſtage as long 
as Le could, till age and ſickneſs obliged him to make 
his exit. Though he never was advanced to a thea- 
trical throne, yet I remember him no leſs a man than 

| prime 
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prime miniſter to the king of Denmark; and it had 
been now happy for the poor old fellow, if Hamlet 
had really put an end to his miſeries in the cloſet ſcene. 
would therefore recommend this fallen miniſter of 
ſtate, as an obje& worthy of the compaſſion of ' my 
readers. The retrenching the ſmalleſt ſuperfloity in 
any article of expence, and beſtowing it on this wretch- 
ed fellow creature, would make him happy; the giver 
will receive infinitely more pleaſure from it than in 
throwing it away on the butler ofa gentleman at whoſe: 
houſe he dines, who, perhaps, will ſquander! it at a 
brandy-ſhop. Had this Mynit been an idle debauch- 
ed fellow, 1 would not be thus ſollicitous about him; 
but I can aſſure my readers, that he always was a ſe- 
ber regular man, and that it is owing to unavoidable 
misfortunes that he is obliged to have recourſe to an 
advertiſement in the Mercury for charity. 


P. S. By the laſt advices received from the inſer- 


nal regions, we are informed, that Gripe the attorney 
has ſet all the ghoſts by the eats, and is attempting the 
ſame ſort of tricks in the infernal courts, vhick he prac- 
tiſed here. We are told, a writ, ſimilar to our Ha- 
beus Corpus, is likely to be iſſued out againſt him, to 


remove him into Tartarus*, where my lord chief baron - 


Radamanthus will probably trounce him. ] 


— — 


From the Mercury in Parliament-ſtreet. 


HO evince our candour, and that we do not mean 


in any remarks that may appear in this papet on 
the following deſperate Bravado, to make falſe quota- 
tions from it, diſtort the expreſſion, or take advantage 
of its not being publickly ſeen ; we ſhall inſert it ver- 
vabatim, as it ſtands in the Freeman's Journal of laſt 


Saturday. In this fair, ingenuous manner, we treated 


a former attempt at an attack on the Mercury; for the 
moſt infallible way of expoſing dulneſs, is to make it 
public. - 

Vor. I. 3 55 N To 


® Tartarus is ſornewbat like our Newgates 
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o the COMMITTEE (i) for the conducting the 
FREE-PRESS. 


© GGENTLEMEN, 


r THO could imagine, that the reſpectable whole- 
6 ſale merchant ſhould condeſcend to be the te- 
* tailer of old libel lumber, the refuſe of other men's ſhops? 
Or that the once patriotic writer, and aſſertor of liber- 
* ty, ſhould now denounce the moſt unalterable friend 
to liberty, an Incendiary? (2) The ſtolen invective again 


* the ſon of freedom, was heard with rapture in an aſ- 


* ſembly, where a profeſſor of virtue was conſidered as 
ga natural enemy; and where a convert from it, could 
not give more certain ſigns of his ſincerity, than by 
« traducing the principles which he had before, with 
the moſt remarkable zeal and abilities, ſupported. For 
them, this was a triumph indeed. But with the difin- 
© tereſted, virtuous citizens, that falſe and impydent 
* ſlander found a very different reception; and at this 
day, to give it to them ſtewed and haſhed up again, is 
© intoferable to the laſt degree. It is for this reaſon, 
* doubtleſs, that this gentleman has talen for his faint, 
« Mercury, (3) who was the faint of thieves as well as of 
* merchants ; under his ſign he points out the place of his 
* abode ; (4) and, in order to terrify, I ſuppoſe, he has 
given his ſhopkeeper the tremendous name of Wag- 
* ſtaffe. But it is very well known who this wag is, 
* this reverend club-footed ſpirit, that the merchant has 


© raiſed to help him in his ſpelling. But let me tell both 


© the 


(1) For Committee, read, Goody Bates: the Committee be- 
ing de funct. 
(+) Do you feel it, Dr. Phlogos ? 


(3) It would have been well for your Eye Sight that you had 


never TAKEN any MERCURY. | 

(4) We wiſh the writer would get ſome one to explain what 
he means by ſaying Under his ſign he points out the place 
of his abode,” We have conſulted Hoey's ſign of Mg n- 
CURY, and all the information we can make out from the words 
under it, is, that James Hoey, is a Bookſeller, and printer of the 
Dustin Mercer. 
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the merchant, and his ally the gownſman, that it is ve- 
ry dangerous to throw the fiſt ſtone. What parts or 
« propert yhave either the one or the other of theſe gen- 
* tlemen? And who will take either oftheir words for 
the parts or properties of others? As I am a North 
* country man, if I ſee the public papers again ſtained 
with the ſlime of theſe devouring animals, I fhall 
* trouble you with a ſhort hiſtory of their birth and ad- 
ventures, (5) that the town may ſee what they have to 
* truſt to, when they depend upon the credit of ſuch 


* mercinaries. T. B (6) 
No. 60. Saturday, February 28. 


DI II_ 
” — Tr CT — 7" —e 


3 — . ingenium in ens 
Inculto latet hoc ſub corpore. Hon. 


And underneath this rough, uncouth diſguiſe, 
A genius of extenſive knowledge lies. 


Made a viſit the other day to an old friend and ac- 
quaintance of mine, the Widow CArER. She is 
the relict of poor WILL Cayer, whom I knew inti- 
mately. He was one of thoſe harmleſs beings who 


never gave offence, and in the common acceptation of 


the word, paſſed on that account for a polite, well bred 


gentleman. Nature, though the denied him ſenſe, yet - 


ſhe gave him a talent fot dancing. He was reckoned 
the beſt dancer, and the gentceleſt man in his perſon, 
of any in the kingdom. The ladies all adored him for 

0 M2 | this 


(5) Indeed you cannot; for you have now proved yourſelf a 
very Blind Archer, by your random ſhots at a knowledge of our 
authors. Neither © Reverend Club footed Spirit ———— 
Gownſfmnan——-or, North Country Man'“ carry the leaſt 
raark whereby any one of them is pointed out by Mer- 
cury, we ſwear, you are TOTALLY blind in this matter, 

(6) T. B. we ſuppoſe, fignifies THoMas BLUNDERBD*s. 


= 
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this captivating accompliſhment, and he had nothing to 
do but pick and chooſe her he liked beſt. 

WIV had but a ſmall fortune, but at length Miſs 
Jenny SyRIGHTLY, who had a good eſtate in her 
own power, and had refuſed ſeveral men of good ſenſe 
and fortune, fell a victim to his heels, and married him. 
When I entered the parlour, I ſaw her ſeated in an 
arm chair, in the utmoſt agony of diſtreſs. I was a- 
bout to retire, and told her I was ſorry I had come at 
ſo unſcaſonable a time, but that I would take another 
opportunity of waiting on her. Not at all, Mr. 
« Wagſtaffe,” ſays ſhe, © pray fit down, I am very 
glad to ſee you, particularly-at this time, to aſ your 
« advice in an affair of the utmoſt importance, and 
* which is the cauſe of this trouble you ſee me in.“ 

IT taw her ſo much moved, that ſhe affected me ex- 
ocedingly; for a handſome woman in diſtreſs is the 
moſt moving object in the world: and I told her, 
Madam, there is nothing in which my ſword, my 
fortune or advice, can be of any ſervice to you, that 
is not emirely at your command She thanked 
me, and ſaid. ] am afraid it will not be in your pow- 
et to ſerve me, for oh! Mr. Wagſtaffe, my fon 
Jack oh my Jack, my only child.“ Here a 
flood of tears ſtopt her, * What, madam, I hope he 
is not dead,“ cried I haſtily; if that be the 
« caſe, madam, we muſl all reſign.” © Not at all, fir,” 
%s ſhe, interrupting me, © he is well enough in 
«+ health, but he is turned out the arranteſt blockhead 
upon earth,” How. madam,” exclaiming in ſome 
furprize, * how 1s that poſſible? I examined him not 
* a month ago in Horace, and thought him one of the 


* brighteſt geniuſes I ever knew of his age; and his 


* maſter gives me the ſame character of him.“ You 
*« quite miſtake the point, Mr. Wagſtaffe,“ cried ſhe, 
warmly, ** ] did not care if he did not know a word 
of your naſty Horace, or of Latin or Greek, for 


they will never make a 2 ; but my whole 


** cauſe of grief is this; Monfieur Ri GAD OO, his 


dancing maſter, told me no later than this morning, 
that he was the greateſt dunce he ever met with in 
| | « all 
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all his life, and adviſed me to take him not only 
from under his care, but of that of every maſter 
„ whatever. Ever ſince you firſt commended him as 
* a ſcholar, I never could get any good of him, but 
* his whole time and thought is taken up about thoſe 
odious filthy books; fo that he has quite forgot his 
minuet ſtep. Is it not ſhocking, Mr. Wagſtaffe, 


that the ſon of my dear WILL Carer: will be fit 


for nothing elſe but a lawyer or a parſon? That 
when I thought to have bred him up for the army, 
and made him a pretty gentleman, and that he might 
jn time, as his father often did, offer his hand to x 
wi | s, and be maſter of the Here her ſpirits 
ſunk under her, and ſhe fainted away. I called her ſer- 
vants to recover her, (which I ſuppoſe they did by 
the means of ſinelling bottles) and I came away. 

As I walked home, -I ruminated on the abſurd folly 

of the widow Carer ; I conſidered that her caſe is 

not ſingular ; that the greater part of the fair. ſex are 

not only more'cateful in improving their perſonsthan 

their underſtandings, but that they alſo make a judg- 
ment of our ſex at the wrong end. FRANK TaTTLE, 

who never could get through his grammar at ſchool, 

nor ever read a page of any authot in his life, and can- 

not put three words of common ſenſe together, is a 
prodigious favourite among the ladies, becauſe he plays 
at cards with the old ones, and dances with the young 
onces; the dear creature has an eaſy ſlide into a room, 
and approaches a lady in a minuet ſtep, I have ſeen 
this meer outſide of a man tittering with three or four 
filly girls in the corner of a room, at the ungraceful 
bow of a man of ſenſe, and a ſcholar, whoſe whole life 
had been taken up in rendering the moſt noble part of 
him graceful and beautiful, his mind. 

The perſon ſuppoſed to be hinted at by Horace, in 
the paſſage of which my motto is a part, is no leſs a 
man than the great Virgil. He is here deſcribedas an 
aukward ſloven, and though he could neither dance, 
ſpeak French, nor hum an air of an Italian Opera, yet 
was he received as a favourite into one of the moſt po- 
lite courts that ever was upon earth, that of Auguſtus. 

M 3 As 
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As 1 love my own ſpecies, and particularly the fair 
part of it, 1 could heartily wifh they would lay aſide 
their falſe taſte, and that a man who is well acquaint- 
ed with the works of him, and other great geniuſes of 
Greece and Rome, ſhould be better received into 
their company, than any dancing, fkipping fop, or 
pert, ignorant, illiterate coxcomb whatſoever. 

P. S. I have Mr. T. B's. alias Mr, Thomas Blun- 
derbuſs's letter in the Freeman's Journal of Tueſday 
taſt, now before me, and ſhall give the public my ſen- 
timents thereon next Tueſday. 


From the Mexcvury in Parliament ſtreet. 
On the death of Me 2 DRA and Lax x. 


OO R Daa and T ef ripe, 
Laſt Monday /Cnnight fallw'd Gees, 
And both together took their journies 

Down to the region of attornies. 

But how their Friends receiv'd them there, 
What fate they met, and how they fare ; 
Whether by M1nos doom'd at laſt 

For all their ſins and errors paſt ; 

For all the ills they wrought in life, 

Fraud, faction, treaſon, malice, ſlrife ; 

Muſt ſtill be wvrapt in gloom profound, 

Like all tranſactions under ground, 

Till CAN x returns, to let us know 


The ſecrets of the ſcenes below. X 
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VFPATIDICTSIHKI TSCEIILRNY 


No. 6. Tueſday, March 3. 


— Uno awvulſo 
Non deficit alter 


One being pluckt, another ſtill ſucceeds. 


Viks. 


I Imagined that when thoſe worthy members of the 
late Committee, Meſſieurs Drab, Lank, Cant and 
Gripe were laid in the Cabbage Garden, that ſcandal, 
nonſenſe and calumny were interred with their bones ; 
but alas! I find thoſe hideous monſters /ive after them. 
Some freſh blockheads have taken their place, fo that 
it is an Herculean labour to attempt to cut off this 
Hydra of Committees, or to cleanſe that Augeas's ſtable 
at St. Audeon's-Arch. Thoſe of the former commit- 
tee were ſcarce rotten, when a new race of vermin 
crawls forth from their bowels, by a kind of aquivo- 
cal generation, like maggots from the carcaſe of a dead 


dog. 

I: is obſerved by naturaliſts, that if you cut a poly- 
pus into ever ſo many pieces, each piece will form an 
entire polypus: in like manner, it is poſſible, that any 
vagabond wretch belonging to that tremendous print- 
ing preſs, might become an entire committee, and be as 
much ſo as all the priſtine members were, when unit- 
ed. Now, for inſtance, why. might not Goody Bates 


form an entire polypus of a committee? 1 no 


doubt, will feed her up with declamatory nonſenſe, as 
this preſs is the only chymical apparatus he has now 
left him for tranſmuting his liberty, freedom and in- 
dependency, into gold. He alſo has the preſumption 
to imagine, that by clapping thoſe paper wings of Jour- 
nals to the ſhoulders of his green Icarus, he ſhall be 
able to fly over the heads of his ſuperiors. I can aſ- 
{ure this old Dædalus * he will get for his pains, 
. + 18 
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is to lament bitterly the loſs of his boy, and that he 
will-not have-even a ſtipend to comfort-him. 

As this new committee pretends to deal with the 
devil for intelligence, why may it not be poſſible that 
the deceaſed members may ſtill continue to lend their 
aſſiſtance, by ſending ſtuff from the infernal regions. 
Virgil tells us that the fame defires which we have on 
earth, purſue us after death Eadem ſequitur tellure 
repoſlos. So that it is natural enough that they ſhould 
continue to aſſiſt the cauſe, by emitting their ſpite and 
venom from the nether abodes, and that their troubled 
—_ ſhould ſtill haunt the purlieus of St. Audeon's 
Arch. 

I am the more confirmed in this opinion, by a let- 
ter ſigned T. B. which lately appeared in the Free- 
man's Journal. This, Tam certain, muſt have been 
of their inditing, as no man or men alive could write 
ſuch nonſenſe. It ſmells moft ſtrongly of theavinding- 
ſheet, and is entirely void of any thing like /ife ; beſides, 
what mortal living would dare to affront, in ſuch a 
manner, ſo reſpectable a body of men as the merchants 
of the city of Dublin, by ranking them with thieves ? 
for this he does plainly, by ſaying that Mercury is the 
Saint of thieves as well as of merchants. Now it is 
well known, that every corporation in the city is un- 
der the tutelage of ſome particular faint ; but this in- 
fernal legion of hobgoblins, in their letter, would fain 
unite the guild of merchants and the thieves of New- 
gate into one corporation, and place them under one 
tutelar ſaint; and all this abuſe, forſooth, is thrown 
out againſt them for no other reaſon, but becauſe the 
principal merchants of the ciry of Dublin will not be 
led by the noſe, to aggrandize Phlogos and his fac- 
tion. | 

In the next ſentence are theſe words; Under bis 
« fign he points out the place of his abode.” This, in 
my opinion, is downright nonſenſe ; it may be good 
infernal language, but to me it is unintelligible. I 
ſuppoſe, if they have any meaning at all, it is this, 


that Mercury, from his tgn above, ſhews that he lives 
elo. U his look upon s a compliment to me, tho' 
not 


c 
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not intended, for he was the god of genius as well as of 


thieves. | 
Next he ſays, in order to -terrify, he has given His 
© ſhop-keeper the tremendous name of Wagſtaffe.“ 
By this ſhop-keeper, no doubt, he means Hoey, who 
keeps that ſhop where Mercury points out the place 


of his- abede; und yet, in the very next breath he calls 


Wagſtaffe a reverend club - footed ſpirit; ſo that Hoey 


is Wagſtaffe and a clergyman. as there ever ſuch 


ſtuff before ſeen-any where, except in the Freeman, 
where things of this fort are common? After this there 
is a threat pronounced againſt the ** merchant. and his 
ally the gownſman,” (by whom he means Hoey,) 


that it is dangerous to throw the firſt ſtone. Here 
theſe helliſh ipirits 2 angry, and menace to pelt 


their adverſaries with ſtones, perhaps brimſtone. 
Furor arma minifirat. They are thus courageous, as 
they know they are bodileſs phantoms, and that it 
would be only beating the air to attack them. 
A neas, indeed, very ftou'ly draws his ſword upon 
a parcel of ghoſts, irruit & fruſtra ferro diverberat 
auras. | 

Next theſe fpirits fav, as I am a North cauntry man, 
that they will publiſh the birth and adventures of theſe 
devouring animals, if they fee the public,papers ſtair, d 
with their ſlime 1 ſhould be glad to know what has. 
North country man to do with the flime of the mer- 
chant or Hoey, more than a man of this province. 1 
never before heard that lime belonged to devowing 
animals, but rather to harmleſs ones, ſuch as ſnails ; 
but this blunder is like the reſt. 1 ſhall conclude, with 
wiſhing theſe blockheads would learn to ſpell, before 
they preſume to write, as this is rather more inexcu- 
fable than mak ĩng fr itters of Engliſh, and for this let 
them look at the laſt word of their nonſenſical epiſtle, 
— Mercinaries. 
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No. 62. Saturday, March 7. 


— Gentiſque canam primordia? Srarius. 


And ſhall I trace 
From their firſt origin the race. 


HE Freeman has threatened to give the pub- 
lic a full-account of my Birth 5 Adventures : 
but leſt people ſhould be impoſed upon by the lying in- 
ſinuations of thoſe my ghoſtly enemies, I ſhall trouble 
my readers with a true, genuine hiſtory of my family 


for ſome generations; and ſhall alſo ; can their 
curioſity, by relating to them as much of my life and 


converſation, as is material for them to know. 
My great grandfather, Moſes Wagſtaffe, was a Lon- 
don merchant, in the reign of Charles the firſt : he 


was born of Proteſtant parents, and bred up ſtrictly in 


the true church of England principles, and conſequent- 


ly in loyalty to his prince; but having married the 
daughter of Praiſe- God Barebones, he was led aſtray 
by his father-in-law and his wife, and entered into the 


the party of Cromwell. He, like many others, turn- 
ed preacher, and uſed to whine and cant for hours to- 
gether (like the ſwadling mountebanks now-a-days) on 


the favourite text of thoſe times, of binding their kings in 


chains, and their nobles in links of iron: in ſhort, to 
ſuch a pitch of enthuſiaſm did this old man work him- 
ſelf up, that he quitted his buſineſs, and joined the ar- 
my, headed by the uſurper. At the battle of Naſeby, 
he ſignalized himſelf againſt his lawful ſovereign, and 
obtained a company of foot in the rebel army. He 
afterwards attended Cromwell into Ireland, where he 
obtained a grant of thoſe lands which I now enjoy. 
Our captain then returned to England, and continued 
m the army till the death of Cromwell. 


On 


v'S 


No. 62. The BATCHELOR. 251 


On the reſtoration of Charles the ſecond, captain 
Wagſtaffe, like others of the independant faction, was 
received into the king's favour, and was more counte- 


nanced by him than many of thoſe were who had loſt 


their whole fortunes in his cauſe; for it is very well 
known, that it was the wicked maxim of that monarch, 
to careſs his foes, and neglect his friends, as being ſure 
of them, So great was the king's regard for him, that 
he not only got Cromwell's grant confirmed, but alſo 
had my gradfather Jeoffry, then a boy, appointed one 
of the pages at court. | 

My grandfather, as he was bred in that diſſolute 
court, adopted the principles of the fine gentlemen of 
thofe days; for as tke king pretended to be a deiſt, in 
order to diſguiſe his real religion, which was Popery, 
ſo Jeoffry affected to imitate the faſhion of the court, 
by having no religion.. He was, notwithſtanding, faid 
to be a very handſome man, and a fine dancer. He 
held ſeveral honourable employments during Charles's 


' reign ; and on the death of that monarch, retired to a 


ſmall eſtate left him by a relation in Leiceſterſhire. 
There he married a lady of good family, and there my 
father, Ambroſe Wagſtaffe was born. 

My father, who was the eldeit ſon, was a lad of 
genius, was bred at Eaton, and from thence ſent to Ox- 


ford, where he made a very ſhining figure; but could 


never be prevailed upon to enter into any profeſſion. 
His younger brother, Humphry, went into orders, 
and obtained good church preferments. My grand- 
father dying, his Iriſh eſtate deſcended to my father. 
and he left his ſmall one in England to my uncle 
Humphry. My father came to Ireland to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of his lands, and mariied a lady in this kingdom. 
He ſoon grew tired of this country, and cartied over 
my mother (then with child of me) to England. He 


took a ſeat near London, where he reſided till his 


death. At the age of ten years he ſent me to Exton, 
and from thence to Oxford; and as he had no chil- 
dren but my ſiſter Letitia and me, and as his eſtate was 
become conſiderable, IJ had no occaſion to enter into 
any of the learned profeſſions: however, to pleaſe my 

father 
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father I entered my name in the Temple books, where 
[ ftaid a year, but diſliking the law, I quitted it, and 
went to travel. 

I firſt went to France, where TI remained for two 
years ; from thence to Holland, Flanders, Germany, 
Italy, and, in ſhort, through every part of Euro 
worth ſeeing. From Leghorn J embarked for Egypt, 
viſited the Pyramids and Catarads, went to mount 
Sinai, travelled over Syria, and a great part of Aſia 
Minor, and from thence came to Conſtantinople, 
where I ſaw ſome moſques and the Grand Signior, and 
returned to England, Jn ſhort, it would make as large 
a work as Grandiſon to relate all my life and adven- 
tures, and would be to the full as entertaining, if I 
were inclined to be long-winded. Let it ſuffice, that 
1 came to this country ſome years ago, and have lived 
in ſuch obſcurity that I am very little known. I live 
moſtly in the country on my eſtate, and my books are 
my chief companions. I find more real pleaſure in 
converſing with thoſe dead ſenſible authors, than with 
living blockheads. Thus, whilſt I am in the coun- 
try, I am, I may ſay, oblitus meerum, obliviſcendus & 
illis. 

Sometimes I vary the ſcene, and go to the Metro- 
polis, where I have a few ſelect friends, and not many 
acquaintance. 'This, no doubt, is the reaſon, that the 
blundering Freeman miſtook me for a gownſman, but 
why a club-footed one, I cannot imagine. I ſuppoſe 
they meant to ſay cloven-footed, as they look upon alt 
the clergy of the church of England to be ſo. As they 
are in the dark, with regard to my place of abode, een 
let them be ſo ſtill. I wilt not find ſpectacles for that 
purblind committee. After flinging all the dirt they 
could rake up from the bottom of the River Dulneſs, 
they menace to publiſh my life and adventures: they 
are very welcome to do fo, and I defy them to 
find out more of me than what I have publiſhed in 
this ſpeculation. It is ſufficient, that I am _Jeoffry 
Wagſtaffe, Eſq; and a man of more property than 
Phlogos, and their whole beggarly committee put to- 


gether. 
No. 63. 
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No. 63. Tueſday, March 10. 


— 


Quid dignum tanto feret hic promiſſor hiatu? Hon. 


* I will do deeds both wonderful and great!“ — 
How will the boaſter hold this vaunting rate ? 


« To Jeorrry WacsTarFE, E/; at the Mercury, 
* Parliament-ſtreet. 


£S IX. 


: HERE is nothing more common than to ſee 
: mankind impoſed upon by meer words; nay, 
* you'll ſee men gulled by the uſe of thoſe very cant 
turns, which impoſters have uſed over and over to 
cheat withal. Let but a mountebank get a parcel 
* of hard words by heart, and he ſhall pick people's 
«* packets by his brick-duſt, or rotten Rick. If a cob- 
1 be can roar out the words grace, peace, and faith, 
* or hell and brimſtone, he ſhall be a heart-breaking 
* preacher amongſt the Swadlers, or Methodiſts, as 
* they call themſelves ; and ſhall prevail on the fiſter- 
© hood to rob their huſbands for money, which he 

* beſtows on his trulls in another part of the town. 
Thus it is alfo with candidates of all forts, whe- 
ther for honours or offices. How will you hear 
« theſe fellows when they want votes, cry out, Li- 
«© berty and property, freedom and independency ; my 
« dear fellow. citizens, — and ſo forth. All their talk 
is of Habeas Corpus acts, of a national militia, a 
* bankruptcy bill, and the limitation of parliaments : 
in ſhort there is no one thing which the meaneſt vot- 
« er will propoſe to have done, which theſe ptomiſers 
* will not engage to perform, How they have already 
* fulfilled them, or been able ſo to do, I leave the 
< world to judge, If a man ſets up for a borough, 
* * which 
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* which does not conſiſt of perhaps a dozen houſes, 
and the electors are a parcel of beggars, you ſee a 
«© flaming advertiſement, that, ©* gentlemen, I will ſup- 
port the freedom of your corporation, and your in- 
« ſtructions ſhall be the invariable rule of my con- 
« du ;” though, probably, he does not think of them 
« *till the next vacancy: and yet, both in town and 
© country, we find the fame deluſions go on, and ever 
vill to the end of time. 

* I remember once, (to compare ſmall things to 
great) there was a vacancy for the place of beadle 
to the corporation of Taylors in London: as it is a 
place of ſome profit, there were many candidates, 
© and, amongſt the reſt, one Timothy Thimble, who 
had been a taylor formerly in ſome repute, but by 
becoming a violent party man, and a free-citizen, was 
reduced to poverty. Thimble accordingly ſtood 
* candidate, and by means of the following advertiſe- 
ment, carried the place from all his competitors. 


© To the free and independent electors of the corporation 
© of taylors,* | 


My worthy fellow-citizens,- 


FTER 'the indulgent reception given to the 
late humble offers of my ſervice to be beadle 
of your corporation ; I ſhould be wanting in my du- 


6 ty, 


To the FREE and INDEPENDENT Eleftors of the CITY of 
DUBLIN, 


My worTHY FELLOW- CITIZENS, 


A FTER the indulgent Reception given to the late humble Of- 
A fers of my Service to repreſent you in Parliament; I ſhou'd 
be wanting in duty, did I any longer decline to declare myſelf a 
Candidate for the preſent vacant Seat, 

I therefore think it incumbent upon me thus to declare, my In- 
tentions to ſtand the Poll at the next enſuing Election, 

1 ſhall only add to my former Profeſſions, that, as I have uſed 
every Endeavour, in the different Stations in which 1 have ſerved 
in this City, to ſupport the Honour of Magiſtracy, to ay” + = 

igni 


Gs Ws Fo 
„ „„ „„ „% %% es 


"Ott. ͤ c 26. 


No. 63. The BATCHELOR. 255 


n Of, did | any longer decline to declare myſelf a can- 

* didate for the | tina vacant beadleſhip. I ſhall on- 

* ly add to my former profeſſions; that as I have uſed 
every endeavour always to behave as an honeſt tay- 
© tbr, and to preſerve the dignity of my trade, by 
© never working under price, or by taking a ſmaller 
pattern of cloth from my cuſtomers: than others of 
my trade; ſo ſhall I, if I be found worthy of your 
© choice, exert” my utmoſt means to diſcharge the 
duties of the high truſt repoſed in me, and ſteadily 

and faithfully adhere to thoſe principles which have 
directed my conduct as a tradeſman. 1 ſhall, in par- 
ticular; think it incumbent upon me to uſe every 
means, ſuch as duly ſummoning the members, by 
driving dogs from ths hall gate, and preventing boys 
from playing marbles or pg on the ſteps there- 
of. I fhall alſo, as a member of the corporation, al- 

ways give my vote as the maſter and wardens ſhall 
direct; and above all, 1 ſhallprocure a beeſom for 
' ſweeping the hall clean every ſeven days. In theſe, 
and all other reſpects, it is my fixed purpoſe to make 
* the 
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- 


dignity and authority of the Civil Power inviolite ;- and to promote 
a Law for limiting the duration of Parliaments, on which the 
ſtrengthening and ſecuring the national Conſtitution apparently de- 
pends ; ſo ſhall I, if I have the Honour of being found worthy of 
your Choice, exert my utmoſt Means to diſcharge the duties of the 
high Truſt repoſed in me, and ſteadily and faithfully adhere to 
thoſe Principles which, have directed my Condutt in a leſs diſtin- 
guiſhed Sphere. I ſhall in particular think it incumbent upon me, 
to uſe every Means of obtaining Laws for PRESERVING THE Li» 
BERTY of the Subject, by enforcing the due Execution of the 
Writ of HanBzas Coryvus ; for eſtabliſhing a NATIONAL 
Mi1L1TIa; for putting Trade upon a more reſpectable Footing, 
by a BanxzvueTcy Bill; and above all for procuring a Law 
for LIMI TIN G THE DURaTioON or PARLIAMEN TS. 

In theſe and all other Reſpects it is my- fixed Purpoſe to make 
the INSTRUCTIONS: OF MY CONSTITUENTS the in- 
variable Rule of my political Conduct. 

| I am, Gentlemen, 
with the greateſt Deference and Reſpect, 
your moſt obliged and devoted 
humble Servant, 


ds Mt. 
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* the iNSTRUCT1ONs of my MASTERS, the invariable 
* rule of my conduct as a beadle. I am, gentlemen, 
* with the greateſt deference and reſpect, 
* Your moſt obliged and devoted humble ſervant, 
* TrmoThy THhimaLE. 
* By this pompous, high-flown ſtuff, Thimble ca- 
joled the taylors ; but he ſoon forgot all his fine 
profeſſions, and became as careleſs and good for no- 
thing as any beadle in town: inſomuch, that they 
repented of their choice, and were reſolved never to 
* be caught by words _ I have heard ſcholars 
lay, that in Latin, the phraſe to give words, ſignifies 
the ſame thing as to cheat or impoſe : how far ſuch 
baſe coin may paſs upon others of my fellow citi- 
zens, 1 know not, but they never ſhall upon, Sir, 
* Your moſt humble ſervant. 
W A free and Impartial EuecTtos,' 


— — 


P-QO£. PT I. 
F the befft QUaLiTY and FLavour, and war- 


ranted free from ADULTERATION, to be had at 
the Ware-houſe of J. Cant in Sry x-5TreET, where a 
conſtant ſupply will be kept. The Poppy Tea and 
Tea Pot will be fold together, on terms more advan- 


tageous to the retailer, than any of equa/ quality here- 
tofore. 


[For Reapy Money.] 


The following Advertiſement appears ccnſtantly in the 
Freeman's Journal, of which the above is thought to be a 
burleſque. 


LONDON PORTER, 


F the belt QUuatiTY and FrLavors, and warranted free 
| from ADULPPRATION, to be had at the Ware-houſe of 
Mr. JOHN OF GAUNT in ——— ftreet, where a conſtant 
Supply will be kept. The Porter and Caſk will be ſold together, 
on Terms more advantageous to the Retailer, than any of equal 


Quality heretofore. 
[For Reapy Moxevy.| 
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Curtis Judæis oppedere ? 
I'm now reſolv'd t'expoſe the leathern- 
Curtail'd Jews—In knavery, brethren. 


A S the two circumciſed jugglers have been for 


ſome time paſt the general topic of converſa- 
tion, ® ſo I have received letters from my 
correſpondents on that ſubject. I have ſelected one 
out of the number, which I ſhall make no apology for 
preſenting to my readers, as it is full of good ſenſe. 


and as I. think it ſets that ſlight- of- hand madneſs, in. a 


very proper light. I ſhall be much obliged to the in- 
genious writer of this letter, for a continuance of his 
correſpondence. 


* To JeorrrRy WacsTaFre, Ei; atthe Mercury in 
Parliament fireet. 


8IR, | 
. O a perſon profeſſed of common underſtand 


, ing, it muſt prove a mortifying circumſtance, 


(that in a nation which has ever been characteriſed 


for good ſenſe, compaſſion and humanity) to find 
* that the whole attention of the town, ſhould have 
been ſo long taken up by two ſuch inſignificant be- 
* ings, as the Iſraelites who have impoſed their leger- 
* demain tricks upon the publick ; and to raiſe contri- 

« butions, 


® BrzsLAv and Pavss14, two jugglers, or dight-of hand 
men, both Jews, who harraſſed the public with their advertiſe- 


ments of defiance to each other, to exhibit the molt capital 


tricks in the art of legerdemair, 


— 


) 
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* butions, which might be employed to ſo much bet- 
tet purpoſes; in ho relief of indigent merit ; in the 
encouragement of ſome uſeful art or manufacture; 
or in aid of the funds of ſome hoſpital. With great 
deference to thoſe fine ladiesand fine gentlemen, who 
are their chief encouragers, is not this throwing the 
children's meat to dogs, and thoſe of the worſt kind 
too, citcumciſed curs, who would gladly bite off 
the hands that feeds them ? 

* From the extravagant countenance ſhewn, from 
time to time, to theſe pick pocket jugglers, it is ve- 
ry poſſible that the money thus wantonly thrown a- 
way upon them, may have amonnted to a ſum ſuffi- 
cient to have eſtabliſhed for ever one bed, if not a 
whole ward, in each of the hoſpitals, founded in this 
city, for alleviating the misfortunes, and healing the 
infirmities of our wretched fellow-creatures. Bound- 
leſs as our charities are, yet numberleſs are the ob- 
jets: who ſtand in need of them, and therefore many 
muſt periſh for want of our aſſiſtance, whilſt we 
— thoſe means of relief to ſuch ſhameful pur- 
poſes. 

It may, perhaps, be objected by thoſe who make 
the whole buſineſs of their lives diverſion, that the 
ſame- objection lies againſt every other amuſement, 
which the affluence-of individuals can procure them, 
as well as againſt this faſhionable one of JuGcLING : 
but will any creature, who pretends to rationality, 
put theſe childiſh tricks on a footing with theatrical 
entertainments? What idea can the dexterity of a 
Breſlau or a Pruſſia excite in a judicious mind, but 
that of a ſudden wonder and ſurprize, which, on a 
little reflection. is ſucceeded by contempt? the mind 
receives no uſeful inſtruction from it; whereas, 
theatrical entertainments, when judiciouſly ſelected, 
and properly conducted, at once unbend the mind 
and improve the heart ; they impart to the ſuſcepti- 
ble breaſt, thoſe fine feelings which harmonize the 
ſoul, and make it thereby capable of receiving the 
nobleſt impreſſions. In them, we behold virtue re- 
* fleted to us from a true mirror, in all its native 
© luſtre ; 
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luſtre ; and vice in all the horror of its natural de- 
formity. What a noble idea do we conceive of the 
ſcholar, the ſoldier; and the gentleman, from 8nERI- 
DAN in Hamlet? Does he not better our underſtand- 
ings, and mend our hearts? Who does not Wee 
abhor filial impiety, who ſees BAR Rx in the well 
wrought diſtreſſes of Lear? Muſt not the perſon 
who has been guilty of the like ingratitude with 
Goneril or Regan, feel the bittereſt remorſe from 
ſeeing the diſtreſs of the good old king ſo ex- 
quiſitely repteſented ? What a delightful image of a 
noble diſintereſted patriot does Mossor preſent. to 
us in Zamti, and excites in us that exalted virtue of 
loving our country, which ſhould be the firſt, the 
ruling principle in all honeft minds ? 

* Will any body, therefore, pretend to-compare Mr. 
Breſlau's puppet- how tricks with the theatres? No; 
—compariſons are odious. Children, indeed, whofe 
ideas are contracted within a narrow circle, may take 
delight in Breſlau's theatre, (if I may uſe the expref- 
fon) as they do at Stretch's; but that the children 
of a larger growth, I mean the adult, nay, the aged, 
of both ſexes, and almoſt of all orders, fhould throng 
to ſuch ſcenes of puerile folly, is abundantly more 
aſtoniſhing, than the tricks there exhibited, dextrous 
as they ſeem. What their inducement can be to 
go a ſecond time to ſee the fame tricks played over 
again, is to me amazing, unleſs it be in order to im- 
prove themſelves in the refined arts of knavery, 
villainy, and deception, on which the whole art of 
theſe fellows is evidently and confeſſedly founded. 
Perhaps, it will be faid theſe amuſements are harm- 
leſs, and in this claſs let them ſtand, whillt circum- 
ſcribed within the limits of a room in a private 
houſe; nordo I grudge to a few perſons in bigh life, 
the exquiſite pleaſure of impoſing upon one another, 
by playing e theſe Rabbinical inſtruments of de- 
ception, the one againſt the other ; provided they 
had not played them- upon the public alſo. But 
when I refleQ, that we have children amongſt us of 


fifty, as well as of ten years old, my wonder at the 


number 
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number of Breſlau's followers ceaſes. It is a pity, 
however, that the well meaning part of the public 
ſhould be any longer duped of their money (under 
the maſk of charity) by the private machinations of 
thoſe impoſtors, who abet their knavery in print ; 
and that the national character ſhould be thus ex- 
prone to the contempt and ridicule of foreigners. I 

pe, therefore, Mr. Wagſtaffe, you will uſe your 
utmoſt endeavours in aſſiſting me to baniſh ſuch ac- 
tors of impoſition as I have mentioned, out of the 


kingdom, by remonſtrating againſt the vitiated pre- 


vailing taſte for the ſillieſt diverſions that ever found 
entrance into, or were countenanced in, any coun- 
iry where the inhabitants pretended to be civiliz- 


From your paſt endeavours in the cauſe of virtue 
and good ſenſe, I promiſe myſelf your aid on this oc- 
caſion, ſince, in my opinion, it would be criminal in 
a writer who aims at the inſtruction, as well as the 
entertainment of the public, to look on with a cold 
indifference at the further progreſs of this very egre- 
gious folly. Let me aſſure you, in the mean time, 
that I am your conſtant reader and admirer ; and that 
Jam, with particular attachment, &c. 

* PHILANTHROPOS.' 


From the Mercury in Parliament-ſtreet, 


Er1G6RaM'on Goody BarESs [the old woman who 


publiſhed the Freeman's Journal] ſurviving the reſt 
of the Committee. 


'T OW comes it, ſays one, that our old Goody BarkEs 
Went not to the Ml. as well as her mates? — 


From his clutches ſbe ſcap d, by ſome magic art. — 
] leave her,” ſays Satan, ** to grace the black cart.” 
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Solwitur acris hyems grata vice weris & Favoni. Hon. 


Now winter melts in vernal gales. 


HE Spring ſeaſon is univerſally allowed to be 
the pleaſanteſt in the whole year: why it is fo, 
every reader is juſt as good a judge as I am. A man 
muſt be very inſenſible who is not delighted with the 
beauties of this delicious ſeafon. he returning 
warmth of the ſun, the earth and trees reſuming their 
youthful enlivening colours, the muſick of birds, and 
the blowing of flowers, are objects which muſt un- 
avoidably excite the moſt pleaſing ideas in the mind. 
It is like viewing a lively Italian landſcape after a dull 
Dutch froſt- piece. 

If I had a mind to diſcant on this ſubject, I might, 
in imitation of other writers, make a collection from 
the poets, magazines, and news-papers, and. preſent 
my readers with a noſegay of pretty flowers, gathered 
from thoſe extenſive gardens of poetical romance. I 
could rob Virgil, Horace, Milton, Pope and Thomp- 
ſon, and many other poets of millions of poſies, to 
form a garland for the Spring; but this I ſhall leave 
to the poetical rhymers, who will peſter the town at 
this ſeaſon. There is nothing I dread ſo much as 
theſe vernal haberdaſhers, who will juſt ſtiffen up their 
old flimſy conceits, and put them off for new. There 
is not a ſtreet in Dublin that will not be ſtrow'd over 


with tulips, pinks, daffodi!s and cowſlips, by theſe. 


rhiming floriſts. Nigh'ingales will be hawking at 
twelve a penny, and there is not a lark, a linnet, or a 
thruſh, that will not be brought to town by theſe 
poetical bird-catchers. They will make them perch 
on their rugged ſtanzas in new-papers and ballads, 


and 


q 
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and ſing as ſweet in Corn-market, as in their native 
woods, 

Many of theſe fellows will peſter the town with 
madrigals, odes, ſongs, ſonnets, and paſtorals, who have 
no other ideas of the country, or the beauties of it at 
this ſeaſon, than by ſeeing the vegetable product of it 
in the Root-market, or by hearing the melodious cries 
of charming fine radiſbes, or dainty fine ſparagraſs ; yet 
will they form in their confined imaginations, a flowery 
Arcadia from the marſhes about Ringſend, and talk 
of ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes, as familiarly as if they 
were porters or cinder-wenches. If any, therefore, 
of our city bards, who have ſpent their lives in the 
garrets of this ſmoky city, find in themſelves an ir- 
refiſtible itch for this ſubject, I would adviſe them to 
raſticate themſelves for a while, to pick up matter 
for it. 

Notwithſtanding the many and various pleaſures 
which this charming ſeaſon affords, yet I tremble to 
relate the ill conſequences of it to many. It will af- 
fe& the crazed conſtitutions of the old and ſickly, and 
will make the blood circulate a little too faſt in the 
veins of many of the young females. Horace, in 
his Ode from whence my motto is taken, ſays, that 


Jam Cytherea choros ducit Venus, imminente Lung. 


Now joyous thro? the verdant meads, 
Beneath the riſing Moon, fair Venus leads 
Her various dance 


So that this is really a dangerous time of the year. As 


a further proof of this, I can aſſure my readers, I did 
not receive one letter on the ſubject of love from any 
of my correſpondents during the hard froſts, or great 
ſnow of the cold winter; now the Zephirs blow them 
in faſter on me than I can inſert them. I ſhall, there- 


fore, produce one as an inſtance, from a young lady 


who ſeems to labour greatly under the reigning diſtem- 
per of this love ſick ſeaſon. 
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Mr. BATCHELOR, 


'L tell you what it is; I have two young col- 
|| legians in love with me, Mr. Myrtle and Mr. 
Logic. Mr. Myrtle has fine black eyes, he dances 
delightfully, and ſings and plays the fiddle like an 
angel. Indeed, indeed, he = Water parted from 
the Sea as well as Tenducci, e has bad teeth, but 
what ſignifies that; you know Caſſidy can mend 
that. Mr. Logic has better, and dances too, but 
not well, nor 1 he make a bow like Mr. Myrtle; 
but they ſay he is a great ſcholar : my papa ſays he 
is a very pretty, modeſt, ſenſible young man; and 
that poor Mr. Myrtle is a conceited coxcomb ; but 
I don't think ſo, nor my mamma neither, Now 
the thing is this ; I long to be married, as I dread 
being an old maid; and as you are a man of ſenſe, 
ſhould be obliged to you for your advice which of 
them I ſhould have. My papa too will mind what 
you ſay, for he likes your Batchelors vaſtly. I wiſh 
you were to hear Mr. Myrtle fing ; Mr. Logic can't 
ſing at all, I wiſh you were to fee how ſweetly Mr. 
Myrtle dreſſes his hair: and am, Sir, 

© Your humble ſervant, 
* KiTTyY Ca rSur. 
P. S. I forgot to tellyou, Mr. Myrtle acts Romeo, 


that you would ſwear it was Barry, and calls me his 
Juliet.“ | 
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Dui ſibi promittit cives, urbem, fibi cure 

Imperium fore, et Italiam, et delubra Deorum, 

Dus patre fit natus, num ignota matre inhoneſtus, 
Omnes mortales curare et querere cogit. Hox. 


Thus when on thruſts himſelf upon the ſlate, 

And cries, ©* Come, I'Il ſuſtain the nation's weight, 
The empire and religion be my care, 

I'll manage all:”—This makes the people ſtare, 
This makes them aſk, what is he, whence came he ? 
What was his mother, what his family ? 

Or is he baſe, his fire of mean degree. 


* To the BATCHELOR. 


Mr. WAGSTAF PE, 


N a. premature report of the death of 

Dr. Pur.ocos, I endeavoured to draw a 

fair outline of his character, by way of Epitaph, 
intending to offer it as his monumental inſcription; 
but finding myſelf very much diſappointed by the 
unexpected reſuſcitation of that extraordinary cha- 
rater, I had reſolved to ſuppreſs it, at leaſt for 
ſome time; till it was ſuggeſted to me by a'ſriend, 
that, if he was not naturally, he muſt be conſider - 
ed as politically dead, to all intents and purpoſes, 
having confeſſed himſelf uteleſs in the f. te, i. e. 
dead. And that by his late practices in the city, 


an honeſt inqueſt would certainly bring him in, fe/o 
de fe. This ſuggeſtion, J confeſs, Sir, has encou- 
raged me to offer it to your conſideration and diſ- 
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* poſal. I have the honour to be, with the greateſt 
8 reſpect, 
© Yours, &c. 


HERE LYETH INHUMED 
The body of Doctor CORNELIUS PHLOGOS: 


Sometime profeſſor of folitical, 
As well as medical Pharmacy, 
He was a man 
Of mean parentage, 
Moderate parts, 

And a reſtleſs and perturbed ſpirit. 
He found favour with the ignorant 
By proſeſſing every public, 
Without poſſeſſing one private, 
IRTUE. 

Defective in the 
Conjugal, 

Faternal, 
and 
Social, 

Doriks. 

His family and friends had moſt cauſe to complain 
of him. 

He pretended to reform the language of his country, 
Without grammatical; 

Its conſtitution, without political; 


And 
Its practice, without phyfical, 
KNnoWLEDGE. 


As a writer, he was incorrect; 
And as an orator, declamatory : 
He could write two hundred lines 
Stans pede in uno ; 
Yet never compoſed a ſentence 
Worthy of remembrance. 
He firſt in this kingdom 
« Bid Liberty take Government by the nole,” 
And raiſed hiniſelf 
To unmerited honour . 
On the ruin of Civil Magiſtracy. 6 
Vor. I. N He 
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© He was 
Seditious, 
Vindictive, 
. And 
L—b—=d—n—s 
To a degree inconſiſtent with the character of 
A good ſubject, 
A good chriſtian, A 
Or, 
A good man. 
To his friends ungrateful, 
To his enemies implacable, 
Ter” 75 H 
Servilely obſequious to both. 
As a repreſentative of the people, 
He was 


A conſtant opponent to G 

Not becauſe he thought G 

| But, 
Becauſe the multitude on whom he depended, 
Generally thought ſo. 
He inſulted Kings, 
Traduced Governors, 
Abuſed Magiſtrates, 
And cultivated ſedulouſly the favour of the undiſ- 
tinguiſhing vulgar, 
To the corruption, of the principles, 
The diſſipation of the time, 
And the ruin of the fortunes 
Of many. 
He was luxurious without health to enjoy, 
And 
Expenſive without means to ſupport. 
He derived no inheritance from his immediate 
anceſtors, 
except 
A diſtempered conſtitution, 
And a pragmatical ſpirit: 
The former, proved a curſe to himſelf; 
The latter, to a whole city. 


kt, | 
t to be always wrong, 
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'This extraordinary man, 
After having, for a coutſe of thirty years pro- 
moted civil diſcord and difſention, between 
Father aud ſon, 1 9 
Brother and Brother, 
Neighbour and Neighbour, 
Gitizen and Citizen: 

And after having (to the irreparable injury of the 
good order and police of x cily of D-—n) 
Reduced the magiſtracy almoſt to a degree of con- 
tempt, Deſerted by his friends, 

And Deſpiſed by all good men, 

He departed this mortal life, the ninth day of March, 
1767, in the year of his age, 


Stay traveller, nor yet depart, 
Whate'er your tenets be ; 
Whether an alderman thou art, 
Or ſon of Liberty. 


Whatever paſſion led thee here, 
To laugh, or elſe to mourn ; 
Whether thou com'ſt to drop a tear, 
Or p—ſs upon his urn. 


Whether of low church or of high, 
Or neither church thou art; 

Whether thou'rt come to to vent a ſigh, 
Or, eke, to vent a f—t, 


Learn here how vain all human things, 
But moſt the love of fame ; 

That low ambition is in . 
And PaLocos, ſtill the ſame. 


Tis like a ſquib—awhile to blaze, 
And catch the vulgar eye ; 

To forfeit virtue, ſenſe, and eaſe ; 
To hiſs, —bounce—crack, and die. 


The Env of the Fir Vor uus. 


Publiſhed by James Hoe v, Junior. 


HE LIFE of EDWARD Earl of CLAREN- 
DON, Lord High Chancellor of England, and 
Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford : containing, 
I. An account of the Chancellor's Life from his 
Birth to the Reſtoration in 1660. 
II. A continuation of the ſame, and of his Hiſtory 
of the GRAND REBELLION, from the Reſtora- 
tion to his Baniſhment in 1767. WzrTTEN by 
HIMSELF. Printed at the Clarendon printing- 
houſe in Oxford, from his original manuſcripts given 
to the univerſity by the heirs of the late earl of Cla- 
rendon: and reprinted in Dublin by J. Ho v, jun. 
page for page with the Oxford edition, in 3 Volumes 
oQtavo, price, bound in calf and lettered, 145. 1d. 
ed 125. 6d.--He has alſo re- printed this work in 
one Vol. folio, to match the editions in that fize of 
the hiſtory of the Rebellion—Price bound 1 5s. 


An Account and character of the above work, extracted 
from the CRx1TiCal and MonTHLY Reviews, 


* Nothing could be a more acceptable preſent to 
the public, than theſe remains of the great Earl of 
CLARENDON, Which throw a variety of new lights 
on ſome intereſting parts of the Engliſßh hiſtory, and 
at the ſanre time contain an ample and ſatisfactory 
apology for the conduct of that worthy nobleman.” 
* Crit, Review. 


Ms. TH IRE. 


* The materials here offered to the public, con- 
tain a variety of intereſting and entertaining anec- 
dotes never diſcloſed before ; ſeveral of which ſerve 
to illuſtrate many paſſages in the hiſtory of thoſe 
times. And-it is not one of the leaſt advantages of 
the hiſtory before us, that it brings us mote inti- 
mately acquainted with the character of the cele- 
brated CLARKEN DO.“ | 
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onthly Review, 


